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Columbia River Detachment #826 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

 Oldest Recruit in the History of Parris Island 
By:  Cpl. Shane Manson, MCRD Parris Island 

 The average age of a United States 
Marine Corps recruit is 21 years old.  When 
Paul Douglas enlisted in 1942, he left behind 
his wife, child, and career and reported to 
MCRD Parris Island at the ripe age of 50. 
 Even though thousands of visitors 
have walked the halls of the Douglas Visitor 
Center, very few know the story of the man 
behind the namesake, who became the oldest 
recruit in the history of Parris Island.  

 Born in 1892, Douglas embarked on a career as an economics profes-
sor, teaching at multiple universities across America form 1916-1942.  In 1939 
Douglas ran for Chicago City Council and won.    
 By 1942, Douglas had made many acquaintances in high places; name-
ly Frank Knox, an associate he befriended during his tenure at the Chicago 
Daily News who later became Secretary of the Navy.  With a little help from 
Knox, Douglas enlisted in the United States Marine Corps as a private, five 
months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, as the country was plunged into a 
second world war.  Douglas had wanted to see combat and fight for his coun-
try, so with his connections in the naval service the Marine Corps became the 
most logical choice.        
 Now the 50-year-old famed economist, professor and politician found 
himself at the command of drill instructors whom he was old enough to have 
fathered.  After completing boot camp, Douglas proudly wrote “I found myself 
able to take the strenuous boot camp training without asking for a moment’s 
time out and without visiting the sick bay.”     
 After impressing his command during boot camp, Douglas was as-
signed to the personnel classification section on Parris Island.  With influence 
from his  connections in the Roosevelt administration, three week later he 
passed a test to be promoted to Corporal, and one month after that, staff ser-
geant.  Following a recommendation from his commanding officer (and a 
strong recommendation from his old friend Frank Knox,) Douglas was com-
missioned as a captain in the Marine Corps, after seven months as an enlisted 
Marine.     (continued on page 10)      
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 
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Greetings Marines, 

 

There are definitely signs of spring in the air and yards! And we have 

moved into the next phase for 50% capacity in the restaurants. More 

COVID vaccines are available and being given. Things are certainly looking 

up! 
 

We have 2 car wash fundraisers coming up in May and July, so we are in 

need of some volunteers to help out, talking to customers about the     

Marine Corps League. 
 

The shuttle service at the VA Medical Center in Vancouver has started  

running again. Other volunteer services are to start again soon. 
 

Up-coming events: 

        Dept. Spring Staff Meeting in Yakima, 2       

    -4 April 2021 

        Detachment Meeting at American    

    Legion Post 14, 16 April 2021       

        Dept. Convention in Spokane, 3-6   

    June 2021 
 

Get your vaccinations and wear your 

masks to help keep everyone safe and 

healthy. 
 

Semper Fi,   

Lynn Bolte, Commandant  
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Here’s how to make a face mask out of that Marine green skivvy shirt. 

By:  Shawn Snow, Marine Times 

 

Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the     
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools posted an image showing a 

no-sew skivvy shirt face mask.  (Marine Corps) 

 

If you saw the Defense Department memo directing service members to 

wear a face covering over COVID-19 concerns, fear not, you can make one 

out of your green skivvy shirt with no sewing skills required.    

                    

Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools headquartered at Camp 

Johnson, North Carolina,  posted a short image tutorial showing Marines     

stationed aboard Camp Johnson how they can make a  skivvy shirt face mask. 

              

    MCCSSS posted this to Facebook 

  (I will continue to post this until we are no longer required to wear masks)  
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VA to begin pilot programs to get COVIC vaccines to all Vets, 

Spouses, and Caregivers 

By Leo Shane III,  Military Times 

 All veterans, their spouses and caregivers are now eligible to receive Coronavirus vaccines 

through the Department of Veterans Affairs under a measure signed into law by President Joe Biden on  

Wednesday.             

 VA officials said after the signing that they will start running pilot programs in coming weeks at 

some medical centers to work through distribution of the vaccine to the wider veterans community, and 

in anticipation of getting millions of additional doses in coming months..     

 In a statement, VA Secretary Denis McDonough said the changes will increase the number of indi-

viduals eligible for vaccines through VA from about 9 million to more than 33 million.   

 “Meeting the task of vaccinating this expanded population will be a tremendous undertaking for 

the VA and will require a significant increase in our allocation of vaccine supply, but I an confident that 

VA/s workforce is up to the task,” he said.         

 Under previous rules, department medical centers were permitted to administer vaccines only to 

veterans already eligible for VA health care services, and for certain caregivers registered in VA support 

programs.             

 But the new legislation, which passed Congress without objection, dramatically expands that pool.  

It includes:              

• All veterans living in the United States 

• Veterans living overseas enrolled in the Foreign Medical Program 

• Those veterans’ spouses           
  

• Veteran caregivers enrolled in certain geriatrics and extended Care Programs, such as Veteran       

Directed Care and VA’s Medical Foster Home Programs      
  

• And Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA)            

recipients.                    

 Nearly 240,000 VA  patients gave tested positive for COVID in the last year.  At least 11,100 have 

died, along with 135 VA employees.           

 VA officials have fully vaccinated more than 1.5 million individuals since mid-December.  The de-

partment currently receives about 200,000 doses a week, but officials have not said how rapidly they can 

increase that total for the VA system.         

 The pilot programs for the expanded vaccine population will take place in March and April to 

“work through critical steps in the process including communications, operations including space and 

staffing, systems for registration, enrollment and scheduling, documentation and data transmission. 

 Advocates and lawmakers hailed the moves as a key step forward in not only protecting veterans 

but also in getting more Americans vaccinated the still deadly virus.     

 “Expanding VA’s authority to vaccinate all veterans, caregivers, and spouses will help get us to 

herd immunity and hopefully eliminate this deadly disease.       

 VA said additional information on signing up for a vaccine will be made available through the     
Departments web site.           
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              COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826 
Department Of Washington, Marine Corps League 

American Legion Smith-Reynolds Post 14 4607 NE St James Rd, Vancouver, WA 98663 

MINUTES OF 19 MARCH 2021 

OPENING CEREMONY – 1830 Appropriate.          
ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES: Recognition of: Detachment Marine of the Year Doc Toby Clairmont; Depart-

ment WA Officers: Paymaster Bill Hauser; Past Dept. Cmndnt’s: - John Stofiel, and Rex Hopper; & Past Dept. Marines of the Year: John Stofiel, 

Rex Hopper, and Bill Hauser; Past Det. Cmndnt’s: John Stofiel, Lynn Bolte, George LaFrazia, Rex Hopper, Bill Hauser; Past Det. Marines of the 

Year: John Stofiel, George LaFrazia, Lynn Bolte, Rex Hopper, Bill Hauser, John Hudson, Steven Slegers, and Pete Thornton. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  None.   APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: None. 
CORRESPONDENCE: Adjutant-Rcv’d a letter from Camp Lejeune with support contact information for those who served/

lived on the base 1953-1987 during a time when the water was contaminated. (See attached). John Hudson go to VA Website: https://

www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/camp-lejeune/index.asp; if you have identified health issues then contact your Primary Care Provider (PCP). 

ADJUTANT/PAYMASTER’S REPORT: Adj. - The minutes of the previous meeting was sent & posted on the website.  

Paymaster. - We currently have 81 Mbrs.  33 dues paying & 48 Paid Life Mbrs. (1 ASSOC) = 80 Paid Mbrs divided by 15 = 6 voting delegates. 

Read Paymasters report. Motion to approve George LaFrazia, 2nd John Hudson, carried.  If anyone desires a copy please contact the Paymaster. 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT: No report.   REPORT OF OFFICERS: No reports. 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
Clark County Veterans Advisory Board: Steve Slegers – The fund assisted 54 Veteran. The Veterans Assistance Center received 149 

Veteran visits for essentials and food. The Free Clinic assisted one Veteran, billing the fund $2,176. WDVA had 515 fourth quarter claims 

with an 80% approval rating resulting in $96,176 in VA pay. The fund balance at the end of November was $728,308. 2020 vs. 2019 Fund 

services all decreased, except for burial services, 19 Veterans were moved out of homelessness for a total cost of $21,920, with past debt 

assistance playing a large role. There were 7,747 Veteran visits in 2019 vs. 3,208 Veteran visits in 2020, largely due to the pandemic. 

WDVA service officer filed 1,767 claims in 2020 but had a higher percentage approved, resulting in increased VA payments to Clark 

County Veterans. The Policy committee met and proposed two changes. One change will allow additional assistance during a declared 

emergency and the other a limitation on security deposits for Veterans in a rental assistance program is removed.  CCVAC -  Our next 

meeting: April 8, 2021 

Marine Corps Coordinating Council of OR/WA: John Stofiel – Sent report on MCCC via email to all Mbrs. 

Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services: Rex Hopper – We had a bad situation w/an accident involving one of our carts. One of our     

patients allegedly ran a stop sign and pulled in front of our cart and the cart hit his vehicle causing left front damage to the cart no one 

was injured and the cart is now in the process of being repaired. I am in receipt of a newsletter from the Director of Volunteer Services. 

The Vancouver shuttle cart registered nurse volunteers and the “Red Coat Ambassadors” (VA employees & volunteers greet Veterans, 

their families and caregivers with a smile, and help them find their way around their facilities) have returned to duty; We will be bringing 

back the worker volunteers and activating the transportation network if any of you would like to volunteer contact me and I will assist 

you through the process.  Co-payments for medical care & pharmacy services provided by the Veterans Health Administration during the 

period of April 6th 2020 through September 30th 2021 are cancelled, any co-payments made during the stated time period will be refund-

ed.  At our qtly. VAVS virtual mtg. the voluntary services will be changing its name from VAVS to Veterans for Development and Civic 

Duties. 

Community Military Appreciation Committee (CMAC): Bill Hauser – We met this morning the 19th.  We did a zoom mtg. and met 

at the 40 et 8 chateau on 78th.  We are still on for our “Community Salutes Program” on 24 April 2021 @ the Artillery Barracks, Ft. 

Vancouver to recognize High School Seniors who have elected to join the Armed Forces.  We will have a plaque signed by the Governor 

to present to each student and a folded American Flag.  Still TBA on inside/outside ceremony; Likely limited seating by Parents, Students 

and CMAC Representatives currently. The program will be accomplished by service groups coming in every 30 minutes. We are working 

on Memorial Day we may be bringing it back outdoors depending upon current issues with the virus, if not we could end up just doing a 

U-tube remembrance program like last years. 

Lewis & Clark Young Marines: John Hudson – Cape Horn Elementary School will be the site of our next graduation ceremony in person, 

1200-1600 20 March; Only Young Marines and Staff members masked appropriately and maintaining appropriate distancing. 13 YM’s grad-

uating; Adult Leaders conference will be virtual registration now open online and will take place in July; Due to COVOID several of the 

S.P.A.C.E.S. programs have been reduced or closed; We have one of our former YM’s who is now a SSgt & going to the SNCO Academy 

at CamLej If we know of anyone who served in The Battle of Huế (31 January 1968 – 2 March 1968), please get me 

(Gunnye7jph@yahoo.com 360-604-8838) your contact information and I will have him contact you.  He will is doing a research project 

and will be making a presentation at the Academy. 

Battle Ground Young Marines: Alex Baran – Absent, John Hudson – They are still working everything virtually and moving forward to 

get everything put together. 

WA Marine Cadets: Andrew ‘Mo’ Maceo – Absent:  John Hudson – Andrew has shared that they are still meeting doing virtual and 

still getting some of their cadets out doing community projects.  Bill Hauser shared that at their CMAC meeting this morning the chaplain 

Steve Stanley of the Cadet Marines shared that one of their cadets had committed suicide  

THE MARINE CORPS IS LIKE AMERICA’S LITTLE PIT BULL. 

THE FEED US, MISTREAT US, AND EVERY NOW AND THEN, THEY LET US OUT TO ATTACK SOMEONE. 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/camp-lejeune/index.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/camp-lejeune/index.asp
mailto:Gunnye7jph@yahoo.com
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IF I CHARGE, FOLLOW ME - IF I RETREAT, KILL ME - IF I DIE,                                            

         REVENGE ME.           

-US MARINE CORPS- 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE: 
Officer Nominations for FY 2021 - Jr Past Cmndn’t Bill Hauser – All of the present Officers have agreed to move up and Dickson Lee has volun-

teered to serve as our Judge Advocate.  Our Sgt at Arms and Adjutant/Paymaster has agreed to continue services. Rex Hopper shared concern 

over our current J/A is also filling our Chaplain position as to whether or not he will continue as our chaplain.  In accordance with our bylaws the 

new Commandant is charged with appointing a Chaplain.  Marine Don Newell volunteered to serve the detachment as Chaplain. [Cmndn’t Henry 

Lasch, SrVice Cmndn’t Pete Thornton, JrVice Toby Clairmont and Judge Advocate Dickson Lee; All have stated they are willing to serve. The pro 

tem Cmndn’t Henry Lasch shall appoint Adjutant/Paymaster John Stofiel, Sgt at Arms Steve Slegers, and Chaplain Don Newell prior to the instal-

lation and awards ceremony in May. Elections shall be the last order of business in April & nominations will be open from the floor.] 

Marine of the Year: Chair George Thornton; Secretary John Stofiel- No nominations received. 

Awards Committee: John Stofiel - No recommendations have been presented 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Lynn Bolte – I received a Meritorious Commendation from the Department Commandant Bonnie Holden for the Columbia River Detachment #826 

in appreciation and gratitude for meritorious service in the interest of the U. S. of America, the U. S. Marine Corps and the Marine Corps League 

for the period 2018-2019. Provided to Adjutant for filing.  

John Hudson – Are we going to be supportive of the car wash with the VVA? Ron Brandon – I discussed this with the owner/manager of Fox’s car 

wash in Hazel Dell and he shared that he could go with dates in April and July.  Discussion: If we can get enough people we could just do this 

with the detachment and Marine Corps League without the VVA involvement.  

NEW BUSINESS:  John Stofiel – I Propose that we purchase a full page ad in the Dept. Convention program book for $25.00, 2nd 

Rex Hopper, discussion: none. Called for the vote.  Carried. 
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
DEPT. SPRING STAFF MEETING - YAKIMA, 2-4 APRIL 2021 Oxford Suites 1701 E Yakima Ave, Yakima, WA 98901. Reservations           

509-457-9000 for group price $96.00 = tax, mention Marine Corps League. 

DEPT. CONVENTION 3-6 JUNE 2021Hosted by the MM Smit Detachment 586/Auxiliary Unit 305 @ the Mirabeau Park Hotel & Convention 

Center 1100 N Sullivan Rd., Spokane Valley, WA 99037-9551 MCL price $119. + tax Reservations 509-924-9000 Registration forms available on 

table and will be sent to all members via email (see attachment) 

 John Stofiel now the Secretary and Treasurer for the Marine Corps Coordinating Council of OR and SW Washington. 

CLOSING CEREMONY: Appropriate. 

MEETING RAFFLE:  $50.00, 25; Bill Hauser wins 50/50; (½) $25.00; Detachment coffers. 

IN ATTENDANCE: (13) Eddie Bogle, Ron Brandon, Toby Clairmont, Rod Cooper, Rex Hopper, John 

Hudson, George LaFrazia, Dickson Lee, Don Newell, Al Schmeits, Steve Slegers, John Stofiel, and Pete 

Thornton 

 

R/s 

John F Stofiel, 

Adj/Paymaster 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the    
Marine Breed 

 

  

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826,  
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203  

 

Our next meeting of the Marine Corps League, Columbia River 

Detachment will be Friday April 16th 2021 at the  

American Legion, Smith-Reynolds Post 14,  

4607 NE St. James Road, Vancouver, WA 98663 

Dinner 1700 

Social Gathering - 1800 

  We are awash these days in alarming visions of anarchy and disorder: Dystopian 

novels like George Orwell’s “1984” and Margaret Atwood’s “The Handmaid’s Tale” crowd 

the best-seller lists; Donald J. Trump and his adviser Stephen K. Bannon use apocalyptic lan-

guage to exaggerate threats facing the United States; and Yeats’s chilling poem “The Second 

Coming” (1919) was quoted more in 2016 than in any other year in three decades as com-

mentators — worried about terror attacks, Brexit and the American presidential election — 

repeatedly invoked its lines: “Things fall apart; the center cannot hold.”  I 

 n his timely new book, “A World in Disarray,” Richard Haass — president of the 

Council on Foreign Relations and the senior Middle East adviser to President George H. W. 

Bush — takes a calm, reasoned look at the world today and America’s foreign policy, but 

comes to the unsettling conclusion that the global trend is “one of declining order.” Haass 

writes that “the 21st century will prove extremely difficult to manage, representing as it 

does a departure from almost four centuries of history — what is normally thought of as the 

modern era — that came before it.”       

 After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the end of the Cold War, he reminds 

us, a hopeful new world order did not emerge, as some predicted. Instead, the relative sta-

bility of a bipolar world — in which the nuclear-armed United States and the Soviet Union 

approached each another with wary restraint — gave way to a complicated, multipolar one, 

subject to the forces of globalization, nuclear proliferation and rapidly changing technology. 

Recently, the growth of populism and extremism in mature democracies, and authoritarianism in other countries, have con-

tributed to further instability           

 While readers may not agree with all its assessments, “A World in Disarray” provides a useful look at the current 

state of world affairs — put in perspective with a brief and compelling history of international relations from the Peace of 

Westphalia (treaties signed in 1648, ending the Thirty Years’ War) through the end of the Cold War; and an equally succinct 

analysis of the forces and events that have shaped today’s global landscape.       

A WORLD IN DISARRAY 

American Foreign Policy and the Crisis of the Old Order 

By Richard Haass 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/26/books/why-1984-is-a-2017-must-read.html


 

8 

  

Page 8 

Why Join the Marine Corps League and                          

Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join 
and/or invite someone 
you know to join the 
Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary, you do 
more than increase our 
ability to help America's 
Veterans and their 
families; you could be 
helping that new 
member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have 

Sadly, research has 
found that 25 percent of 
Americans said they had 
no one to talk to about 
important matters and 
social isolation may 
increase a persons risk 
of early death  
The good news is that 
every Marine Corps 
League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the 
opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! 
Most of our members 
take time to visit those 

Hospitals and Veterans 
homes. Our Veterans 
feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and 
feel useful and 
connected.   Your 
involvement is key to 
the success of each one 
of our Detachments, 
Auxiliary Units and our 
Organization. It takes 
each and every one of 
us pulling together to 
get the important work 
done of serving our 
Veterans and their 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a former Marine.  You’re a Marine, 

just in a different uniform and you’re in a different phase of your life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you 

went to  Parris Island. San Diego or the hills of Quantico. There’s no such thing as a former Marine.  

      

General James F. Amos, 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

BRUCE E. HAGENSEN       04/05/1997 

HERBERT BROUSSARD           04/17/2017 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for April 2021  
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

TBD                     MCLA Meeting, TBA 

10 April            Devil Dogs Growl, Kitchen Table Café, 705 NE 136th Ave, Vancouver  

16 April  Marine Corps League Meeting,  American Legion , Post 14   

 

  

 

 ROBERT RECTOR         04/06/1938 

RICHARD D. WOLF        04/07/1938 

JOHN W. BAILEY         04/25/1941 

JAMES S. STRANO        04/30/1946 

MICHAEL R. LEHNERT        04/14/1951 

DAVID ENGSTROM        04/18/1958 

JEFF BARNES         04/21/1966 

PUBLISHER’S  

DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  

published in this  

medium are the  

expressed opinions of  

the authors and do  

not necessarily  

reflect the opinion of  

any US Govt. agency  

or private  

organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  

 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

Pete Thornton - 2018-2019 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire 

lifetime wondering if they  
really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 

President of the United States 

1985 

"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

APRIL 2021  

BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you're Marines - First Marines!  Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

-Col. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 
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Oldest Recruit in the History of Parris Island 
By:  Cpl. Shane Manson, MCRD Parris Island 

(continued from page 1) 

 During the battle of Peleliu, while serving as the division adjutant to 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, 

Captain Douglas made trips to the front lines to evacuate the wounded and dead men.  During one of 

these trips Douglas sat that the men were in desperate need of flamethrower and rocket launcher ammo.  

He swiftly returned to the rear and hand-delivered the men the ammo under heavy mortar and small arms 

fire.  For these heroic actions.  Douglas would be awarded the Bronze Star medal.  Later into the        

campaign at Peleliu, Douglas came under fire and was hit by a piece of shrapnel, for which he received his 

first Purple Heart medal.          

  Douglas went on the serve in the battle of Okinawa, often being remembered by Marines 

for running around the battlefield with the vigor of a much younger Marine.  He was promoted to major    

during the battle of Okinawa.  PFC Paul E. Ison stated that it was after the major had pulled his demolition 

team aside to assist in resupplying ammo to the front lines that he noticed Douglas had been injured. 

  Douglas had been hit by a machine gun in his left forearm and was evacuated by the men 

that he had dedicated life to serving.  After being hit, he proceeded to use his uninjured hand to take off 

his major rank insignia so that he wouldn’t receive special attention.     

    

    

“All of us have standards by which we measure other men.  Paul Douglas 

is one of the finest, bravest and truest men that I have known during my 

lifetime.”  

-Emily Douglas, Paul Douglas’ wife 

 

 Ison said, “If I live to be 100 years old I will never forget this scene.  There, lying on the ground 

bleeding from his wound was a white-haired Marine major.  He had been hit by a machine gun bullet.    

Although he was in pain, he was calm and I have never seen such dignity in a man.  He was saying “Leave 

me here.  Get the young men out first.  I have lived my life.  Please let them live theirs.”   

 Douglas expressed passionate interest in returning early to his men to continue serving on the 

front lines.  He was hospitalized in San Francisco and subsequently moved to Bethesda, Maryland where it 

took more than 14 months to be dismissed from the hospital and was medically retired from the Marine 

Corps, only regaining partial use of his left hand.        

 Noting his unusual bravery, and officer who served under Douglas said, “No one could keep the 

major out of the front lines.  He loves his boys and was right in there with them all the time.”  

 In his command it had been a formal sight to see Douglas waiting in the back of the chow line 

while fellow officers skipped to the front of the line, picking up garbage so that young Marines wouldn’t 

have to, and anything else he could do to assist the men under him.  All accounts of men who served with 

him said that he was greatly admired by his Marines.       

_______________________________________________________ 
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 Commenting on the importance of honoring Douglas and his actions through dedicating a building to 

him, Dr. Stephen Wise, the director of the Parris Island History Museum stated, “It’s important to remember 

Marines who made an impact and influenced the Marine Corps in a positive direction.  Douglas was the oldest 

individual to go through Parris Island, he could have stayed safely on ship and he chose not to; we want    

people to remember these men and their actions.”       

 Because of his brave actions under fire and unselfish service he was promoted to lieutenant colonel a 

year after he retired in January 1947.  After returning to Chicago as a war hero, Douglas won his spot as   

Illinois state senator in 1949.  When running for senator the opposing candidate refused to debate his, so  

Douglas sat down and debated an empty chair, switching chairs and answering for his opponent.  He was  

noted for his support of Dr. Martian Luther King’s civil rights movement and advocating for just treatment of 

Americans.  He served in that position for 18 years until retiring at 74 years of age.   

 In 1977, Parris Island visitor’s center was named in Douglas’s honor.  His wife, Emily Douglas spoke 

to the tribute Parris Island had bestowed upon her late husband.     

 “Later in his life many honors came to my husband.  But there is none that would have so touched 

him, made him so astonished as well as thrilled, as having his name associated here at Parris Island.” 

 Even in public office Douglas continued to advocate for the Marine Corps, and proudly kept the    

Marine Corps standard displayed in his office.        

 “All of us have standards by which we measure other men.  Paul Douglas is one of the finest, bravest 

and truest men that I have known during my lifetime.  It was an honor to have been associated with him, to 

have shared danger with him and to have observed his nobility of character when he was wounded and asked 

to be left behind to that younger men might live.       

 Oldest Recruit in the History of Parris Island 
By:  Cpl. Shane Manson, MCRD Parris Island 

(continued from page 10) 
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“They (Women Marines) don’t have a nickname, and they don’t need one.  They get their basic training in a 

Marine atmosphere, at a Marine Post.  They inherit the traditions of the Marines.  They are Marines.” 
    

Lieutenant General Thomas Holcomb, USMC 1943 

VA IN THE NEWS  

March 2021 

News Releases 

VA seeks feedback to guide new suicide prevention grant program - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) pub-

lished a notice in the Federal Register April 1, to solicit public feedback to guide implementation of the new VA Staff Ser-

geant Parker Gordon Fox Suicide Prevention Grant Program (SSG Fox SPGP).  (4/1/21)     

        

VA partners with National Archives to vaccinate NARA staff - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today 

that it has reached an agreement with the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) to assist in providing 

COVID-19 vaccines to NARA staff supporting VA claims processing.  (4/1/21)      

  

SAVE LIVES Act allows VA to soon provide COVID-19 vaccinations to all Veterans, their spouses and caregivers - Presi-

dent Joe Biden signed the SAVE LIVES Act into law today, expanding VA’s legal authority to provide COVID-19 vaccines to 

all Veterans, regardless of their VA health care enrollment status, as well as Veteran spouses, caregivers and some benefi-

ciaries.  (3/24/21)            

  

VA allocates $1B to aid State Veterans Homes amid COVID-19 pandemic - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) an-

nounced it will make grants totaling $1 billion to State Veterans Homes operated across the country to ensure residents 

continue to receive high quality care, live in modern, safe facilities and are protected from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 (3/23/21)             

                    

VA announces strategic review of Electronic Health Record Modernization program - The Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA) announced the strategic review of the electronic health record modernization program today after Secretary Denis 

McDonough’s initial assessment of the program within his first month in office.  (3/19/21)    
                           

VA updates VA suicide prevention tool puts lifesaving information in R.E.A.C.H - The Department of Veterans Affairs 

(VA) released a mobile app, March 18, that offers step-by-step guidance for those who are trying to support someone they 

care about and for those who are concerned about their own emotional wellbeing.  (3/18/21    
                  
Annual VA Center for Women Veterans campaign highlights trailblazers - This year’s Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

Center for Women Veteran’s (CWV) 2021 Trailblazers: Women Veterans Leading the Way campaign celebrates the con-

tributions of 27 women Veterans, representing all military branches, during and after their military service.  (3/18/21) 

                     

VA modernized GI Bill platform soon to be a click away, offering students easier access - The U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) awarded a contract, in mid-March, to transform the operations of the GI Bill to a digital platform, improving 

education benefits and customer service delivery to nearly one million students served each year.  (3/18/21  

           

VA, American Red Cross team up to provide virtual social engagement for Veterans during COVID-19 pandemic - The 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and American Red Cross announced a partnership to boost volunteer recruitment 

efforts for the department’s Compassionate Contact Corps program, which provides companionship to Veterans experi-

encing social isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic.  (3/18/21)       

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5651
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5652
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5649
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5648
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5647
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5646
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5645
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5644
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5643
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COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF THE DETACHMENT 

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465  
                                           Please make your check payable to CRD826MCL 

Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

Indicate size desired in “for” line   

SMALL – X-LARGE $30.00 2X $32.00 3X 34.00  

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE UNIFORM 
 

Order online @ https://the-semper-fi-store.myshopify.com/ 
Marine Corps League Uniform Garrison Cover 

Male                 OR                    Female              31.00  

COVER ORNAMENT REGULAR MBR ASSOCIATE MBR 05.50 

      36.50 

    Standard Shipping/Handling 11.99 

As of 2/22/2021   TOTAL 48.49 

NOTE: The league does not authorize any pins and or patches on the uniform cover exceptions have 
been made for Office patches, i. e. Life Member, Cmndn’t, SrVice, JrVice etc. and for the MODD patch 
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50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 

CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 

letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 

WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  

EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  

09.75 

2XL 16.45 

09.75  

3XL 18.83 

09.75  

4XL 21.25 

09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 
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NO ONE EVER DROWNED IN SWEAT 
USMC(UNKNOWN) 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  

Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  

Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  

Donald H. Cheney  02/38-08/20 

Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  

Jack N. Clark  07/39 - 06/19 

Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  

Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  

Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  

Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  

Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

TAPS  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 

Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  

Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  

William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 

Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 

Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  

Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 

Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  

Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 

Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  

Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  

Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  

Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  

James L. Renton II  12/49—12/20 

Philip Ruhmshottel 03/41 - 03/20  

       David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/                   

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  

William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  

Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  

Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  

Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  

Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  

 Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 

quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  
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NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 

 STREET ADDRESS 

PLACE  

POSTAGE 

HERE 

This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the Month 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the 

third Friday of each month at the American Legion, Smith-
Reynolds Post 14  

Dinner 1700, League Business Meeting 1800 
 

(4607 NE St. James Road,  Vancouver, WA 98663)  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 

Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 

American Legion, Smith-Reynolds Post 14 

4607 NE St. Johns Road 

Vancouver WA.  98663 

7 March 1778 Marines join the crewmen of two armed barges in capturing two British supply ships in the Delaware River.  The barges also 

support General Anthony Wayne’s brigade as it forages in New Jersey for food for Washington’s army at Valley Forge. 

31 March 1800 Marines arrive in Washington, D.C., to establish a Marine Barracks and guard the Navy Yard there. 

3 March 1801 Congress appropriates $20,000 to build a Marine Barracks in Washington.  The site is chosen within the month and pur-

chased by June. 

7 March 1804 Lieutenant Colonel Burrows resigns as Commandant of the Marine Corps for health reasons. 

28 March 1814 Essex and her Marines are defeated and captured by the British frigate Phoebe and the sloop Cherub in Chilean coastal 

waters. 

3 March 1815 President Madison sighs legislation authorizing force against Algiers. 

31 March 1833 Marines guard the U.S. Treasury Building in Washington, D.C., after it is partially destroyed by fire. 

10 March 1854 Marines on Perry assist in seizing a slave ship off the west coast of Africa. 

16 March 1885 Continuing political unrest brings steam bark Galena to Colon.  Marines go ashore to protect the U.S. consulate.  The   

revolutionaries sieve the railroad and set fires in the city 

23 March 1903 Marines from Marietta and cruiser Olympia (C-6) land at Puerto Cortez, Honduras, to protect U.S. interests during a period 

of civil strife. 

26 March 1917 The President issues an executive order allowing expansion of the Corps to its maximum strength under the law passed on 

29 August 1916. 

25 March 1919 The 7th Regiment transfers four of its companies to Haiti to augment the 1st Marine Brigade in response to the Caco   

Revolt. 

7 March 1927 The headquarters of the 2nd Brigade and the remainder of the 5th Regiment arrives in Coranto from the U.S. 

5 March 1929 Major General Lejeune retires, and Wendell C. Neville is elevated to become the Major General Commandant.  He is the 

14th Commandant of the Marine Corps. 

18 March 1941 The 7th Defense Battalion reaches American Samoa and secures naval and air facilities on the island of Tutuila. 

20 March 1943 Marine Torpedo-Bomber Squadron 143 (VMSB-143) conducts he first aerial mine-laying mission in the South Pacific, near 

Bougainville. 

  


