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Inside this issue: 

We take pleasure in answering thus prominently the communication   
below, expressing at the same time our great gratification that its faithful 

author is numbered among the friends of The Sun: 

Dear Editor—I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, "If you 
see it in The Sun, it's so." Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Clause? 

      Virginia O'Hanlon 
      115 West Ninety Fifth Street 

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a 
skeptical age. They do not believe except they see. They think that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men's or 
children's, are little. In this great universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an ant, in his 
intellect as compared with the boundless world about him, as measured by the intelli-
gence capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give to your life its highest beauty and 
joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as 
dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no 
romance to make tolerable this existence. 

We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The external light with which 
childhood fills the world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies. You might get your 
papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but 
even if you did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the 
world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on 
the lawn? Of course not, but that's no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive 
or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the world. 

You tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a veil 
covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the united strength of 
all the strongest men that ever lived could tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love, romance, 
can push aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is 
it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives and lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 
years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood. 

Columbia River Detachment #826 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Clause 

Merry Christmas and   
Happy New Year from your 

MCL Det. 
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Seasons Greetings Marines, 
 I want to wish each of you and your     
families, a Merry Christmas and a safe and   
happy New Year.  Please keep everyone        
deployed and their families in your 
thoughts.  Remember our next business 
meeting will be on January 10th, 2019.  
Hope to see you there.    
         
      S/F  Bill  

 

 “These problems have forced our veterans 
to go without money to pay for basic necessities 
like food and rent, with some facing potential    
eviction or the prospect of getting kicked out of 
school,” said Senator Michael B. Enzi, Republican of 
Wyoming and the chairman of the Senate Budget 
Committee, who wrote a pointed letter to Robert 
L. Wilkie, the head of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, about the issues with the G.I. Bill payments.  
“They deserve better.”   
 “We welcome congressional oversight,” 
said Curt Cashour, a spokesmen for the            
department.  “We also appreciate Congress’ work 
and cooperation in helping the President achieve 
more substantive reforms at the V.A. than in the 
past two years.     
       

Republicans and Democrats United on the Issue of      
Oversight of the Veterans Administration 

10 Dec. 2018 
 

Washington - Even before the next Congress    
convenes, Republicans are joining Democrats in a 
vigorous examination of failings by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, a rare area of bipartisan      
oversight in a blistering political environment. 
 The unity was emphasized in recent weeks 
when lawmakers in the House and  Senate from 
both parties sharply criticized the response of     
department officials after it was revealed that the 
agency failed to make housing and tuition payments 
under the G.I. Bill after its  computer systems were 
unable to keep up with  recent changes to that law.  
Three hearings on separate veterans issues had 
been scheduled in both the House and Senate last 
week, but were postponed after the death of      
former President George Bush.   
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Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 
quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

Columbia River Detachment, #826 
Department of Washington, Marine Corps League 

Elks Lodge #823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98683-5203  

 

 

IN RESPECT FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
THE  

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUZILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT 

WILL NOT BE MEETING DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER. 
 

THE NEXT MEETING IS SCHEDULED 
FOR 17 JANUARY 2019 

 
HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON. 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT  
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Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 
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One day, you’ll get out of the Marine Corps; you’ll put your uniform up, but you’ll never not be a Marine. 

John F. Kelly 

 The Marine Corps identified the five Marines killed 
last week when their KC-130J Hercules crashed with a          
F/A-18D Hornet during night time refueling training off the 
coast of Japan.      
 The five Marines, all assigned to Marine Aerial Refuel-
er Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152, were LtCol Kevin R, 
Herrmann, 38, of New Bern, N.C.; Maj James M. Brophy, 36, of 
Staatsburg, N.Y.; Staff Sgt. Maximo A. Flores, 27, of Surprise, 
Ariz.; Cpl. Daniel E. Baker, 21, of Tremont, Ill.; and Cpl. Wil-
liam C. ross, 21, of Hendersonville, Tenn.   
 Their airplane was involved in a mishap with a Hornet 
around 2 a.m. local time on December 6, about 200 miles off 
the coast of Kochi, Japan.  The Marine Corps is still investigat-
ing the circumstances of the mishap and has not released any 
additional details about what went wrong during that nighttime 
training event.     
 Also killed in the crash was the  Hornet’s pilot, Capt. 
Jahmar F. Resilard, 28, of Miramar, Fla.  The Hornet’s weapons 
System Officer survived and has been released from the hospi-
tal.       
 “It is with heavy hearts that we announce the names 
of our fallen Marines,”  Lt. Col Mitchell Maury, Commanding 
Officer of VMGR-152, said in a statement today. 
“They were exceptional aviators, Marines, and friends whom 
will be eternally missed.  Our thoughts and prayers remain 
with their families and loved ones at this extremely difficult 
time.”       
 According to the Marine Corps News release, 
Lt.Col. Kevin R. Herrmann served 16 years in the Corps.  His 
decorations include the Air Medal  with 24 Strike Flight 
Awards, One Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, 
and two Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.  He is 
survived by his wife, and 3 daughters.  He was promoted to 
the rank of LtCol posthumously.    
               
Maj. James M. Brophy served 12 years in the Corps.  His deco-
rations include the Air Medal with 2 Strike Flight Awards, One 
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, and one Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.  He is survived by his 
wife, son and daughter.     
        

 

Staff Sgt. Maximo A. Flores served nine years in the Marine 
Corps.  His decorations include one Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal, and a 
Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal with one bronze star.  He 
is survived by his wife.     
      
 Cpl. Daniel E. Baker served two years in the Marine 
Corps.  His decorations include the National Defense Service 
Medal and the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal.  He is 
survived by his mother and father.    
       
 Cpl William C. Ross served two years in the Marine 
Corps.  His decorations include the National Defense Service 
Medal   and the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal.  He 
is survived by his mother and father.   
   

 

Marine Corps Identifies 5 Marines Killed in KC-130J 
Crash with Hornet  

By:  Megan Ecksein 

12 December, 2018 



 

6 

Page 6 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

 
From the Lewis and Clark Young Marines Web Site      

 
2018 National Wreaths Across America Sees the Placement of 1,800,000 Veterans’ 

Wreaths at 1,640 Participating Cemeteries Across the Country 
At Arlington National Cemetery, nearly 60,000 volunteer endured the rain and cold to 

place 253,000 wreaths 
 

ARLINGTON, Va. - December 16, 2018    Yesterday on National Wreaths Across   America 
Day at 1,640 participating locations nationwide, grateful Americans in every state placed 
1,800,000 veterans’ wreaths on the headstones of our nation’s heroes.  At Arlington    
National Cemetery, nearly 60,000 rain-soaked  volunteers placed 253,000 wreaths. 
 
Nearly 600 truckloads of wreaths were transported across the country through a         
network of hundreds of volunteer drivers, donated trucking and diesel, and countless of 
dedicated volunteers committed to the mission to  REMEMBER, HONOR and TEACH. 
 
Wreaths Across America brings diverse prople and communities together across the 
country to celebrate all that is good and just,” said Karen Worchester, executive           
director, Wreaths Across America.  “It is our obligation as  Americans to teach our    
children - and each other - about the value of our freedom and the character of the men 
and women who serve to protect it.” 
 
Each live balsam veteran’s wreath is a gift of respect and appreciation,  donated by a pri-
vate citizen or organization, and placed on the graves by volunteers as a small gesture 
of gratitude for the freedoms Americans enjoy.  For centuries, fresh evergreens have 
been used as a symbol of honor and have served as a moving tribute  renewed annually, 
Wreaths Across America believes the tradition represents a living memorial that honors 
veterans, active duty  military and their families.  Volunteers are asked to say the name 
of the veteran out loud when placing a wreath to ensure their memory lives on. 
 



 

7 

Page 7 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Red Cross Heroes Breakfast 2019: Nomina ons Open 
  
Honor people who have exemplified courage, kindness, selflessness and bravery by nomina ng them for a pres-

gious American Red Cross Hero Award. Each year, for more than two decades, the American Red Cross in Ore-
gon and Southwest Washington has recognized individuals who have lived the Red Cross mission to prevent and 
alleviate suffering. Do you know a hero? Has a colleague, neighbor, family member, or student played an instru-
mental role in rescuing someone in danger or saving a life? Have they given of their me and talents in extraor-
dinary ways? Nominate them for their heroic ac ons now! 
  
Nomina ng a Hero is easy.  Go redcross.org/Heroes2019 and click “Nominate a Hero”. 
 
All submissions must be entered by December 15, 2018. The Hero Nominee Selec on Commi ee will choose 
award winners by January 10, 2019. Award winners will be recognized at our 22nd Annual Red Cross Heroes 
Breakfast on March 22, 2019, at the Vancouver Hilton.  
  
Nominate heroes in the following categories: 
  

COMMUNITY HERO is presented to an individual who displayed leadership and commitment to his or her 
community by making a posi ve and significant impact. 

GOOD SAMARITAN HERO is presented to an individual who displayed courage and compassion upon en-
countering unusual, significant or unexpected circumstances. 

FIRST RESPONDER HERO is presented to an individual or group of the public service community (i.e. EMS, 
firefighter, or law enforcement) who went above and beyond the call of duty to save a life. 

GIVE LIFE HERO is presented to an individual whose commitment to blood and platelet dona on played a 
significant role in ensuring the health of pa ents in our local communi es and throughout the country. 

MILITARY HERO is presented to an ac ve, reserve or re red member of the Armed Forces or ROTC or civil-
ian that has made a significant impact on the military community. 

YOUTH GOOD SAMARITAN HERO (Under 21) is presented to an outstanding young person who displayed 
courage and compassion upon encountering an unusual, significant or unexpected incident. 
  

VOLUNTARY SERVICE HERO is presented to an individual who has displayed an exemplary commitment to 
voluntary service resul ng in a significant and posi ve impact in his or her community. 
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WE THE DETACHMENT HAVE A POSITION TO FILL….  
If interested contact John Stofiel or Bill Hauser for info and training. 

DETACHMENT REP ON THE MARINE CORPS 
COORDINATING COUNCIL OF  

OREGON/WASHINGTON  
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

Mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

And then you size the force and equipment force to accomplish that 

Mission without fail.” 

 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 
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“The President’s Own” 
United States Marine Band 

Colonel Jason K. Fettig, Director 

Established by an Act of Congress in 1798, the United States Marine 
Band is America’s oldest continuously active professional musical or-
ganization.  Its mission is unique—to provide music for the President of 
the United States and the Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
 President John Adams invited the Marine Band to make its 
White House debut on New Year’s Day, 1801, in the then-unfinished 
Executive Mansion.  In March of that year, the band performed for 
Thomas Jefferson’s inauguration and it is believed that it has performed 
for every presidential inaugural since.  In Jefferson, the band found its 
most visionary advocate.  An accomplished musician himself, Jefferson 
recognized the unique relationship between the band and the Chief 
Executive and he is credited with giving the Marine Band its title, “The 
President’s Own.”  
 Whether performing for State Dinners or South Lawn arri-
vals, event of national significance, or receptions, Marine Band musi-
cians appear at the White House an average of 200 times each year.  
These performances range from small ensembles such as a solo pianist, 
jazz combo or brass quintet to a country band, dance band or full con-
cert band.  The diversity of music often presented at the Executive 
Mansion makes versatility an important requirement for Marine Band 
members.  Musicians are selected at auditions much like those of major 
symphony orchestras, and they enlist in the U.S. Marine Corps for 
permanent duty with the Marine Band.  Most of today’s members are 
graduates of the nation’s finest music schools, and more than 60 per-
cent hold advanced degrees in music.    
 In addition to its White House mission, “The Presidents 
Own” performs an annual season showcase series of indoor concerts 
and a popular outdoor summer concert series on the National Mall.  
Musicians from the band are frequently highlighted in solo performanc-
es and participate in more intimate chamber ensemble recitals that 
feature a wide range of smaller instrumental groups.  Marine Band mu-
sicians also perform in many different types of ceremonies and events 
throughout the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area including the 
Presidential Inauguration.  Full Honors funerals at Arlington National 
Cemetery, Honor Flight ceremonies for veterans at the  National 
World War II Memorial.  Friday Evening Parades at Marine Barracks, 
Washington, D.C., and educational programs in schools throughout the 
National Capital Region.    
 Each fall, the Marine Band travels throughout a portion of the 
continental United States during its concert tour, a tradition initiated in 
1891 by “The Marching King” John Philip Sousa, wo was the band’s 
legendary 17th Director.  As Director from 1880-1892, Sousa brought 
“The Presidents Own” to an unprecedented level of excellence and 
shaped the band inot a world-famous musical organization.  Since Sou-
sa’s time, the band’s musical reach has extended beyond America’s 
borders on  several occasions with performances in England, Norway, 
Ireland, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Singapore, and the former Soviet 
Union.  During Sousa’s tenure, the Marine Band was one of the first 
musical ensembles to make sound recordings.  By 1892, more that 200 
different titles were available for sale, placing Sousa’s marches among 
the first and most popular pieces ever recorded.  
 While the Marine Band is firmly dedicated to preserving the 
unique musical traditions established over its long history, it is equally 
committed to serving as a leading ensemble in the development of new 
repertoire for winds.  In 2011, the band commissioned and premiered 
Flourishes and Meditation on a Renaissance Theme by Michael at the 
American Bandmasters Association’s annual convention in   
        

Norfolk, VA.  Most recently, music written for the Marine Band has 
included Gerard Schwarz’ Above and Beyond, Jacob Bancks’ The In-
formation Age and Laurence Bitensky to write Fearsome Critters, the 
latter of which was premiered at the Texas Bandmasters Association 
Convention in San Antonio in July 2012.Gandolfi at the American 
Bandmasters Association’s annual convention in Norfolk, Va.  Most 
recently, music written for the Marine Band has included Gerard 
Schwartz’ Above and Beyond, Jacob Bancks’ The Information Age and 
Laurence Bitensky to write Fearsome Critters, the latter of which was 
premiered at the Texas Bandmasters Association Convention in San 
Antonio in July 2012.                  
 On July 11th, 1998, the Marine Band celebrated its 200th 
anniversary with a command performance at the White House and a 
gala concert at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington attended by President and Mrs. Clinton.  Also during its 
bicentennial year, the Marine Band was the only ensemble inducted 
into the inaugural class of the American Classical Music Hall of Fame in 
Cincinnati. Given its status among American musical organiza-
tions, “The President’s Own” continues to attract prominent guest 
conductors from major around the globe, including Osmo Vanska, 
Leonard Slatkin, Jose Serebrier and Gerald Schwarz.  On July 12 2003, 
the Marine Band returned to the Kennedy Center to celebrate its 
205th anniversary in a concert featuring guest conductor John Wil-
liams, renowned composer of American film and concert works and 
laureate conductor of the Boston Pops Orchestra.  Williams returned 
to the podium in 2008 to conduct the final concert of the Living Histo-
ry concert series celebrating the Marine Band’s 210th anniversary, in 
honor of the Marine Band’s 215th birthday.  John Williams composed 
and dedicated an original work to the Marine Band aptly titled “For 
the President’s Own.”     
 The Marine Band’s integral role in the national culture and in 
the government’s official life has affirmed the importance of the arts as 
a bridge between people.  Since 1798, the Marine Band’s mission has 
been to provide music for the President of the United States and the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps.  As the only musical organization 
with that mission, the Marine Band looks to the future, viewing its 
history and tradition as the foundation upon which to build its third 
century of bringing music to the White House and to the American 
people.       
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"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a 
longer, more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  people living by 
themselves.  

Sadly, research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the opportunity 
to help ebb the loneliness 
epidemic! Most of our 
members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  
 

 Andrew G. Lafrazia 03/30/2008 

 

William J. Moorman 01/06/2012 

 

George L. Thornton Jr. 01/22/2013 

 

Rodney R. Winsper 01/17/2016 
 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for January 2019 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
10 January 2019 Marine Corps League Business Meeting 
12 January 2019 Devil Dog Growl 

17 January 2019 Marine Corps League Auxiliary Meeting 

 George A. Lafrazia  01/10/1937 

 

Frank W. Murphy  01/01/1946 

 

Paul A, Troupe  01/15/1948 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser 

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they  

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

  
  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

AKRON, Ohio - A man accused of volunteering for 
the Marine Corps Reserves’ Toys for Tots charity 
drive and stealing more than $1,000 worth of donated 
toys has been charged with theft in Ohio. 
 An Akron Municipal Court Judge set bond 
Saturday for 46-year-old Calvin Hunter at $10,000.  
Court Records don’t show an attorney for the Akron 
man.      
 Akron Police say Hunter turned himself in to 
authorities Friday after detectives signed a warrant for 
his arrest.     
 Police say Hunter signed up December 10th 
to volunteer at the Marine Corps Reserves’ Toys for 

Tots program at First Faith Development Corporation 
in Akron.   Investigators say Hunter was seen on      
surveillance  video taking toys from a storage area that 
night.                                                                                     
 Officials with First Faith Development Corp. say they 
have been receiving donations to help them replace the toys. 

OHIO MAN CHARGED WITH STEALING FROM TOTS 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

VA Receives 20th Consecutive Clean Audit Opinion 

WASHINGTON, D.C.  -  The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recently received its 20th con-
secutive clean audit opinion on the consolidated financial statements presented in its Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 
Agency Financial Report.                     
 The financial statements and financial report provide information to Congress, the  President and 
public to assess VA stewardship over financial resources and its performance as an organization. 
 An independent public, accounting firm selected by the VA Office of Inspector General  reviewed 
VAs financial statements and provided a clean opinion.       
 “VA is committed to improving its financial stewardship and has set ambitious goals  designed to 
enhance performance”, said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie,  “This clean opinion demonstrates VA’s success-
ful efforts to ensure taxpayer resources are used effectively and efficiently in support of Veterans and their 
families.”                                 
 The FY 2018 Agency Financial Report further highlights VA accomplishments in providing health 
care and services  to America’s Veterans, while displaying groundbreaking progress in accountability, 
transparency and efficiency.           
 Through the Financial Management Business Transformation initiative, VA will provide a modern 
financial and acquisition management solution to standardize business processes and reporting capabilities.  
These efforts reflect VA’s commitment to fiscal accountability and improved care and services to           
Veterans.             

 As a shooter on rifle range qualification day, have you ever seen 
your target come up crooked, barely hanging onto the sand, and wonder, 
“What the heck are the Marines doing in the pits?”   
 Pulling pits at the rifle range might be most Marines’ least favorite 
task.  It requires constantly raising and lowering targets just to see them 
fall off the rickety stands, and quickly patching them up with pasties to 
give the shooter a clean canvas...just to watch them fall off again. 
 It’s a frustrating, tedious task. 
 There’s the fact you have to rely on another Marine in the pits to 

accurately score your shots - and that one-point difference between the marksmen pizza box badge and 
sharpshooter can save a lot of scorn before the next chance to qualify.  Then there always the Marine who 
shoots on the wrong target - those must just be bonus points to help a buddy who is about to fail on the 
range.              
 The Corps entire rifle range qualification process is rife with human error and inefficiencies that can 
impact Marine’ scores on the range.  Well the Corps finally is looking to remedy this.  In a request for infor-
mation posted on the government’s business opportunities portal, the Corps is on the hunt for an automatic 
scoring system for its ranges.           
 According to the RFI, the Corps wants new scoring platform display systems for coaches and shoot-
ers.  For coaches the new display will allow the coach to view and track the shoots of four shooters at once 
and shooters will also have a display to allow them to track their shots and scores.    
 Responses to the Corps’ request regarding the new scoring system are due by January 11th, 2019. 

Are the days of pulling pits at the rifle range coming to an end” 
By: Shawn Snow, Marine Corps Times 
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You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 

 
 

    

Marine Corps League 
96th Annual 

National Convention 2019 

Please 
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George Herbert Walker Bush 
Veteran, Warrior, 41st President of the United States 

12 June 1924 - 30 November 2018 

 George H.W. Bush was an American politician who served as the 41st President of the United 
States from 1989 to 1993, and had been the Vice-President, Congressman, Ambassador, and Director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency.        
 Bush postponed his university studies after the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7th, 1941 
and enlisted in the Navy on his 18th birthday.  He was accepted into flight School and became one of 
the Navy’s youngest Naval Aviators.  He was discharged from the Navy in September 1945, and attend-
ed Yale University graduating in 1948.  He moved his family to West Texas where he entered the oil 
business and became a millionaire by the age of 40 after founding his own oil company.  Bush was de-
feated in his first run for the United States Senate in 1964, but won election to the House of Represent-
atives from the Texas 7th congressional district in 1966.  He was elected in 1968 but was defeated for 
election to the Senate in 1970.  In 1971 President Richard Nixon appointed Bush as ambassador to the 
United Nation, and he became Chairman of the Republican National Committee in 1973.  The following 
year, President Gerald Ford appointed him Chief of the Liaison Office in China and later made him the 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency.  Bush ran for President in 1980, but was defeated in the 
Republican primary by Ronald Reagan, then as his running mate became vice-president after the ticket’s 
election.  During his eight-year tenure as vice president, Bush headed task forces in deregulation and 
the war on drugs.            
 Bush in 1988 defeated Democratic opponent Michael Dukakis, becoming the first incumbent vice 
president to be elected president in 152 years.  Foreign policy drove the Bush presidency, military oper-
ations were conducted in Panama and the Persian Gulf, the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, and the Soviet Un-
ion dissolved two years later.  Bush also signed the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
which created a trade bloc consisting of the United States, Canada, and Mexico.  Domestically, Bush re-
neged on a 1988 campaign promise and signed a bill to increase taxes.  He lost the 1992 Presidential 
election to Democrat Bill Clinton following an economic recession and the decreased importance of 
foreign policy in a post Cold War political environment.       
 After leaving office in 1993, Bush was active in humanitarian activities, often alongside Clinton, 
his former opponent.  With George W. Bush’s victory in the 2000 presidential election, Bush and his 
son became the second father-son pair to serve as President, following John Adams and his son John 
Quincy Adams.  President George H.W. Bush died on November 30, 2018 at age 94 years, 171 days 
making him the longest lived president in U.S. history.       

       

Don’t you forget that you’re Marines- First Marines! Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

—Col Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS, MY FRIEND 
By Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt,  

They all enjoyed freedom, each month and all year, 

Because of Marines like this one lying here. 
 

I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone, 

On a cold Christmas Eve, in a land far from home. 
 

Just the very thought brought a tear to my eye, 

I dropped to my knees and I started to cry. 
 

He must have awoken, for I heard a rough voice, 

“Santa, don’t cry, this life is my choice, 
 

I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more, 

My life is my God, my Country, my Corps.” 
 

With that he rolled over, drifted off into sleep, 

I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep. 
 

I watched him for hours, so silent and still, 

I noticed he shivered from the cold night’s chill. 
 

So I took off my jacket, the one made of red, 

And covered this Marine from his toes to his head. 
 

Then I put on his T-shirt of scarlet and gold, 

With an eagle, globe and anchor emblazoned so bold. 
 

And although it barely fit me, I began to swell with pride, 

and for one shining moment, I was Marine Corps deep  inside. 
 

I didn’t want to leave him so quiet in the night, 

This guardian of honor so willing to fight. 
 

But half asleep he rolled over, and in a voice clean and pure, 

Said “Carry on, Santa, it’s Christmas Day, all secure.” 
 

One look at my watch and I knew he was right, 

Merry Christmas my friend, Semper Fi and goodnight. 

T’was the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,  

in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone 
 

I had come down the chimney, with presents to give 

And to see just who in this home did live 
 

As I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,  

No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. 
 

No stocking by the fire, just boots filled with sand. 

On the wall hung pictures of a far distant land. 
 

With medals and badges, awards of all kind, 

a sobering thought soon came to my mind. 
 

For this house was different, unlike any I’d seen. 

This was the home of a U.S. Marine. 
 

I’d heard stories about them, I had to see more, 

so I walked down the hall and pushed open the door. 
 

And there he lay sleeping, silent, alone, 

Curled up on the floor in his one-bedroom home. 
 

He seemed so gentle, his face so serene, 

Not how I pictured a U.S. Marine. 
 

Was this the hero, of whom I’d just read? 

Curled up in his poncho, a floor for his bed? 
 

His head was clean-shaven, his weathered face tan. 

I soon understood, this was more than a man. 
 

For I realized the families that I saw that night, 

Owed their lives to these men, who were willing to fight. 
 

Soon around the Nation, the children would play, 

And grown-ups would celebrate on a bright Christmas  Day. 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 11/29/2018 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

To all TRICARE Beneficiaries: please ensure you are 
enrolled in FEDVIP if you want dental and/or vision 
coverage.       
 Go on line now to register:  BENEFEDS.com. 
Or call BENEFEDS, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 9 p.m., EST at 1-877-888-3337.   
   
FEDVIP offers retirees 10 choices for dental cover-
age and four vision carriers. Compare rates us-
ing this tool. FEDVIP vision plans help pay for rou-
tine vision appointments and frames, lens and con-
tacts. TRICARE health plans are primarily for medi-
cal issues associated with the eyes and they have 
some preventative care coverage. FRDVIP is cur-
rently extensively used for federal civil service     
employees.      
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CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

Open season for transition from Delta Dental to FEDVIP   
dental and vision care.  Details follow. 

 

An estimated 1.2 million retirees are in danger of 
losing their dental coverage on January 1, 2019 if 
they don't take action in the next six days.  About 
1.8 million enrollees in the TRICARE Retiree Den-
tal Program are required to sign up instead for the 
Federal Employee Dental and Vision Insurance Pro-
gram (FEDVIP) by December 10, 2018 if they wish 
to maintain dental insurance. As of Tuesday, only 
600,000 people had completed open season enroll-
ment, according to information provided by the 
Defense Health Agency. It's clear that hundreds of 
thousands of people across the globe are not get-
ting the message.  The change has been publicly 
announced for months. 

OPEN SEASON FOR TRANSITION FROM DELTA DENTAL TO FEDVIP    
DENTAL  AND  VISION CARE 
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NO BENDED KNEE:  The Battle for Guadalcanal 
By:   General Merrill B. Twining, USMC 

Added to the Commandants Reading List 

Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.    
All other conditions are secondary.    

A. M. Gray 

          

The United States Marine Corps, with its fiercely proud tradition of excellence in combat, its hallowed rituals, 
and its unbending code of honor, is part of the fabric of American myth. 

Thomas E. Ricks, Author 

 

 A splendid first-person account of the costly campaign that enabled  
Allied forces to wrest Guadalcanal from the Japanese in WW II's Pacific      
theater. Twining (who retired from the USMC as a four-star general in 1959) 
was    operations officer of the 1st Marine Division during its prolonged   
struggle to gain control of ""the Canal,"" and he draws on his experiences to 
provide a vivid narrative that starts with a lucid appreciation of  amphibious-
warfare doctrine. Getting down to cases, he ruefully recalls his role as an    
advance man in New Zealand, which the US military used as a staging area. 
The author goes on to detail how the leathernecks mounted a picture-perfect 
landing near Lunga Point on August 7, 1942, and moved quickly inland to    
capture an almost  completed airfield. To this day Twining remains outraged 
by the subsequent withdrawal of capital as well as supply vessels by ultra    
cautious  naval commanders unwilling to put them at risk.  Momentarily left in 
the lurch,  Marines ashore began referring to themselves as the 1st Marine Di-
vision. Fighter planes and bombers began arriving to take up some of the slack, however, and William 
(Bull) Halsey replaced an appreciably less aggressive admiral in mid-October. In the meantime, Tokyo 
had   dispatched thousands of reinforcements to Guadalcanal. Though outgunned and outmanned on the 
ground, the embattled marines maintained the initiative, annihilating their foes in fierce clashes   
throughout the island's fetid jungles and along its rugged waterways. Twining has high praise for the   
Marine Corps officers and men who endured savage combat, short rations, drenching rains, and an    
enervating climate on Guadalcanal. The book closes with an evaluation of the tactical lessons learned on 
Guadalcanal and their significance in the context of America's strategic policies (or lack thereof) in a 
dangerous world. An estimable addition to the literature of Guadalcanal.      
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HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

4 December 1775 Marines are among those taken prisoner when the Washington is captured in Massachusetts Bay by     
two British frigates. 

23 December 18/03 The Enterprise and her Marines capture the ketch Mastico, renamed Intrepid, of the coast of Tripoli. 

23 December 1814 Marines aboard the schooner Carolina assist in the bombardment of the British Camp a few miles     
below New Orleans, while a company of Marines participate in a night attack on the British force          
by elements  of General Andrew Jackson’s army. 

14 December 1843 Following a dispute with slave traders, Perry’s Marines burn a town in the Ivory Coast. 

29 December 1846 Stockton leads a force of 600 men overland against Los Angeles, with the Marines of his squadron     
organized as a separate company under Jacob Zeilin. 

24-25 December 1864 Marines man guns of rear Admiral David D. Porter’s fleet as it bombards Fort Fisher, North Carolina.      
A number of Marines are killed or wounded, mainly from five Parrott guns that burst during the heavy         
cannonade. 

10 December 1913 Congress limits the term of he Commandant to four years, with provision for reappointment for an  
additional four years. 

30 December 1925 A detachment of Marines lands at Shanghai during a renewed period of internecine warfare. 

20 December 1939 CNO Admiral Harold Start directs the establishment of a Marine detachment on Midway Atoll. 

8 December 1941 Japanese aircraft attack Wake Island 9destroying seven F4F-3 aircraft, Guam, and the Philippines. 

3 December 1943 The 1st Marine Parachute Regiment headquarters and weapons company and its 3rd Battalion arrive at 
Cape Torokina. 

4 December 1950 The tail end of the 5th and 7th Marines column reaches Hagaru-ri.  Vmf-212 flies out of Yonpo to Itami to 
re-equip with newer model Corsairs. 

11 December 1966 #/26 arrives in Vietnam and is assigned to the 4th Marines. 


