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 VA National Cemeteries resume committal
  and memorial services halted by the 
    COVID-19 pandemic   

 WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) National 
Cemeteries will resume committal services starting June 9 in all but two VA National 
Cemeteries.         
 VA national cemeteries will contact  families who were unable to hold a     
committal service due to the COVID-19 pandemic to arrange memorial services for 
their loved ones beginning in July.      
 “During the last 10 weeks VA national cemeteries have continued   performing 
our essential mission - to inter Veterans and eligible family members,” said VA        
Secretary Robert Wilkie.  “We believe we have a robust set of measures in place that 
will allow us to conduct committal and memorial services while protecting the health 
and safety, committal services and military funeral honors have been deferred since 
March 23.         
 While VA is eager to resume normal operations, the department’s national 
cemeteries have remained open for interments and visitation throughout the           
pandemic.  However, as a matter of health and safety, committal services and military 
funeral honors have been deferred since March 23d.    
 Interments scheduled on or after June 9th, will be offered the option of a  
committal service at the time of interment.  At Calverton and Long Island national 
cemeteries, that option will be available starting June 22, provided state and local 
guidance permit.  Military funeral honors, customarily provided by the Department of 
Defense and volunteer honor guards will be based on local availability.  
 VA national cemeteries will continue to adherence to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19 by limiting the 
number of individuals not from the same household, ensuring all attendees and      
employees wear face coverings, encouraging frequent use of hand sanitizer and asking 
sick individuals to stay home.  The number of permitted attendees will vary based on 
state and local guidelines for gathering sizes provided the facility can accommodate 
increased attendees while maintaining physical distancing.  Families may continue to 
choose direct interment and opt for a memorial service later when all restrictions have 
been lifted.         
 Memorial services for Veterans and eligible family members who were        
interred without a committal service between March 23 and June 8 will commence in 
July.          
 For more information, visit the National Cemetery Administration (NCA).  To 
make burial arrangements at any VA national cemetery contact the National Cemetery 
Scheduling Office at (800) 535-1117.   
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

Page 2 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Marines, 
 
 -ADAPT 
 
  -IMPROVISE 
 
   -OVERCOME 
 
Especially during these trying times of 
the pandemic,  those 3 words are defi-
nitely appropriate.  We need to live by 
them more than ever now. 
 
Be safe, be strong and we will make it 
through this to a new norm 
 

Semper Fi, 
Lynn Bolte,  

Commandant  
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Here’s how to make a face mask out of that Marine green skivvy shirt. 
By:  Shawn Snow, Marine Times 

 

Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the     
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools posted on image showing a no-seq skivvy shirt facemask.  (Marine Corps) 

 
If you saw the Defense Department memo directing service members to wear a face covering over COVID-19 concerns, fear not, you can make 

one out of your green skivvy shirt with no sewing shills required.        
              

 Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools headquartered at Camp Johnson, North Carolina, posted a short image tutorial    
showing Marine stationed aboard Camp Johnson how they can make a skivvy shirt face mask.      

             
 MCCSSS posted this to Facebook  

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR LEAGUE AND DETACHMENT GATHERING’S 
(CONFIRMED WITH OUR ADJUTANT) 

 

WE ARE ON LOCKDOWN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS HAS CANCELLED ALL MEETINGS, EVENTS AND 
GATHERINGS AT THIS TIME; DEPARTMENT CONVENTION IS A NO GO IN JUNE 

PER THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT BONNIE HOLDEN, AND THERE WILL BE 
NO DOG GROWLS OR DET. GATHERINGS EITHER 
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“Your soul may belong to Jesus, but you ass belongs to the Marines.” 
-Eugene B. Sledge, with the Old Breed: at Peleliu and Okinawa 

Fall Staff Meeting (REMINDER FOR ALL MEMBERS) 
 
To: All Detachments in Department of Washington                           
  
After speaking with the Department Officers the following has been decided on the following: 
  
1. Elections will be held at the October 2020 Staff Meeting in Yakima Wa on Saturday October 3,     2020 at Ox-
ford Suites for Department of Washington Offices. Any Nominations for Offices in the Department can be made 
and will be voted on the same as at our normal Department Convention. In order for you to be nominated for an 
office you will need to have another regular member in good standing nominate you from the floor. 
 
2.  Elections will be held for MODD Offices at the Fall Staff Meeting  October 3, 2020 as well. Any nominations for 
MODD Offices can be nominated from the floor. 
 
3.  Awards for Marine of the Year can be either mailed or brought to the Fall Staff Meeting if mailed they should 
be mailed to either Randy Ott Awards Committee Chairman or President of the Marine of the Year Society John 
Moysiuk. All instructions in the Marine of the Year Awards must be followed in order to be considered. The Past 
Recipients for Marine of the Year who are present will make the decision on the Award and it will be announced at 
the Staff Meeting Award to be presented in June 2021 at the Convention. 
 
4.  Unit Citations can also be brought to the Fall Staff Meeting. Awards and Ribbons to be given at the Spring Staff 
Meeting in April 2021 Period of time for the events attended should be the prior year 2019. 
 
5.  MODD-Dog of the Year Nominations should also be brought to the Fall Staff Meeting or submitted to Randy 
Ott Awards Chairman or to the Pack Leader Bonnie Holden. All Instructions in the MODD Dog of the Year 
Awards must be followed. 
 
7.  All PLM (Permanent Life Members) Reports should be sent in to the Department Paymaster by the time we 
have the Fall Staff Meeting. Since we obtained 100 percent participation last year we should expect no less this 
year. Since we all got our Rosters updated last year should be fairly easy this year. 
 
8.  Convention for 2021 will be voted on prior to the October 2021 Fall Staff Meeting by Detachment 586 Spokane 
WA to determine their agreement to hold the Convention and the dates available. We will have more on this at the 
Fall Staff Meeting 
   
I am Praying for all of our Members and Families keep safe and beat the COVID 19 and hope to see you all in Oc-
tober 2020. This is subject to change if the Shelter In requirements continue past this date. 
We will have a Dinner somewhere in Yakima WA to congratulate our new Officers for the Department and MODD 
this is yet to be determined where. 
  
Semper FI 
  
Bonnie Holden 
Commandant 
Dept of Washington 
Pack Leader MODD 
Washington Pack 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.   All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 
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Protective Bubble Erected Around MCRD’s 
Courtesy Story, Headquarters Marine Corps 

  Initial training for Navy and Marine Corps Recruits is  
continuing, as the services have adapted to keep the training pipeline 
open while maintaining safety measures necessitated by the COVID-19 
pandemic.        
  Marine Corps Major General William F. Mullen, Com-
manding General of Marine Corps Training and Education Command 
and Navy Rear Admiral Milton J. Sands, Commander of Naval Service 
Training Command, briefed reporters at the Pentagon by telephone, July 
7th.         
  Officials at Marine Corps recruit Depot Parris Island, South Carolina, and MCRD San Diego 
in California are emphasizing social distancing and the use of personal protective equipment, reinforcing 
hygiene measures, imposing a 14-day restriction of movement on recruits prior to training, and testing   
recruits for COVID-19, Mullen said.          
  Though the semiannual physical fitness test has been waived across the Marine Corps, it is 
not being waived at the recruit depots or for formal learning centers where the test is part of the program 
of instruction and a graduation requirement, he added.       
  MCRD San Diego is limiting the number of recruits per company to 325, and Parris Island is 
limiting the number to 454 for men and 120 for women due to the different styles of barracks he noted.
  The 10 days of leave that Marines normally take after graduation has been canceled, he said, 
allowing the Marine Corps to control the transportation method to the School of Infantry for their follow-
on training. 
  Because about 52% of military occupational specialty schools are at other service locations, 
these protective measures were put into place to reassure the other services, he said.   
  Particular attention is being paid to areas of high congregation whild exposure is the riskiest, 
such as mess halls, chapels, physical fitness locations and classrooms, he said.    
  Testing at military processing stations and reception battalions and the use of quarantine 
and isolation are resulting in a “protective bubble,” Mullen said, adding that recruits who test positive for 
COVID-19 are moved to a single room and quarantined.       
  Sands mentioned similar COVID-19 mitigation efforts for the Navy.   
  At Naval Service Training Command Great Lakes, Illinois, the Navy’s only enlisted book 
camp, the service is on track to meet the Navy’s goal of 40,800 recruits for this fiscal year.  Come 6,700 
recruits are in basic training, and 1,200 new recruits are shipped each week, he said.   
  Training has not been degraded, the admiral said, noting that every sailor continues to re-
ceive training in the five basic competencies:  firefighting, damage control, watch standing, seamanship and 
small-arms handling and marksmanship.  Sailors train as a team and are inculcated with the Navy’s core val-
ues, he said.             
  Sands added that the Navy Officer Training Command in Newport, Rhode Island and the 
Marine Corps Officer candidate School in Quantico, Virginia have implemented similar requirements as 
those in place at the enlisted training sites.         
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IF I CHARGE, FOLLOW ME - IF I RETREAT, KILL ME - IF I DIE, REVENGE ME.    
-US MARINE CORPS 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826,  
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203  
 

 
 

Our next meeting of the Marine Corps League, Columbia  River 
Detachment will be scheduled when the state is again officially 
opened for business.  We will keep you notified when the word is 

passed to us that it is safe for us to begin conducting business 
again. 

Until that time please stay and well . 
Semper Fi.. 
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Start with why:  how great leaders inspire everyone to take action 
By: Simon Sinek 

 Why are some people and organizations more innovative, more 
influential, and more profitable than others?  Why do some command 
greater loyalty?  In studying the leaders who’ve had the greatest influ-
ence in the world.  Simon Sinek discovered that they all think, act and 
communicate in the exact same way - and it’s the complete opposite of 
what everyone else does.  People like Martin Luther King Jr., Steve 
Jobs, and the Wright Brothers might have little in common, but they all 
started with why.  Drawing on a wide range of real-life stories, Sinek 
weaves together a clear vision of what it truly takes to lead and inspire.
 Preface:  The power if why - introduction:  Why start with why? 
- A world that doesn’t start with why:  Assumes you know; Carrots 
and sticks — An alternative perspective:  The golden circle; This is not 
opinion, this is biology; Clarity, discipline, and consistency - Leaders 
need a following:  The emergence of trust; how a tipping point tips - 
How to really those who believe:  Start with why, but know how; Then 
what?  Communication is not about speaking, it’s why; The new com-
petition -- Afterword:  Be a part of this movement, share your vision of the world.  New to the 
Commandants reading list for Senior Level Enlisted (First Sergeant/Master Sergeant and Sergeant 
Major/Master Gunnery Sergeant)          
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the    Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

Raising the age of Military Enlistment 
By:  Peter Polack and Jack McCain, Marine Times   

 The following is the introduction for the book “Only the Young Shall Die” by Peter Polack and Jack McCain.  
 
 As counter-intuitive as it would appear, the average age of young men dying in combat has 
decreased substantially from the mid-twenties of earlier wars to the late teens. One estimate puts 
the average age of Union soldiers during the American Civil War at just under twenty-six years old. 
A report on enlisted men from North-West England in the Great War puts the average age of dead 
soldiers at twenty-seven years old but more nineteen year olds died than any oIn the Vietnam War 
the average age of soldiers killed in action had declined to 23 years and twenty percent of those 
killed were less than twenty years old. Whilst it is tempting to be distracted by the use of the term 
average which ultimately benefits future recruiters, the simple fact is that sixty-one percent of 
those killed were under the allowable age for drinking in the USA, twenty-one years old. 
 A snapshot of this evolving paradigm came on 10 July 2009 when five UK servicemen with an 
average age of twenty years were killed in the very dangerous Helmand province of Afghanistan. 
Three of the dead soldiers were only eighteen. 
 Perhaps the best conclusion was given by President Franklin D. Roosevelt who pronounced 
this verdict from a familiar seat to some returning veterans, his wheelchair:  
“War is young men dying and old men talking.” their age group. By World War II the average age 
of the US fighting man was still twenty-six years.        
 In the Vietnam War the average age of soldiers killed in action had declined to 23 years and 
twenty percent of those killed were less than twenty years old. Whilst it is tempting to be distract-
ed by the use of the term average which ultimately benefits future recruiters, the simple fact is that 
sixty-one percent of those killed were under the allowable age for drinking in the USA, twenty -one 
years old. 
 A snapshot of this evolving paradigm came on 10 July 2009 when five UK servicemen with an 
average age of twenty years were killed in the very dangerous Helmand province of Afghanistan. 
Three of the dead soldiers were only eighteen. 
 Perhaps the best conclusion was given by President Franklin D. Roosevelt who pronounced 
this verdict from a familiar seat to some returning veterans, his wheelchair:  
 “War is young men dying and old men talking.” 

 • Of those killed, 61% were younger than 21 years old. 
 • 11,465 of those killed were younger than 20 years old. 
 • The average age of the 58,148 killed in Vietnam was 23.11 years.  

The transgression that is military service by too young a person is not erased by the fact of repetition 
over the centuries based not on the human right thing to do but military theory adopted by rote. The fact 
of hundreds of thousands of underage males in service must of necessity mean exposure to harsh military 
discipline in that event or capture and imprisonment as a prisoner of war.     



 

8 

 

Page 8 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

 If U.S. Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl had taken a more extreme position in 2009 with the Taliban and      
actually joined them as a combatant, then he could have ended up on the Leavenworth death row with 
Nidal Hasan, the Fort Hood mass shooter from that same year. Any eighteen year old soldier in those 
similar positions would face the same penalty.         
  The U.S, Military seems to agree with the concept of older recruits with a policy 
change by the Air Force in June 2014 when the maximum age for enlistment was raised from 27 to 
39 years of age. The enlistment age restrictions for the Army, Navy and Marines are 35, 34 and 28.  
 In a version of the moving goal post of necessity the U.S. Army announced in 2006 that they 
were increasing the maximum enlistment age to forty-two years old, the second time in six months 
having previously raised it to 40 years old. 
 The UK Ministry of Defence raised the enlistment age limit for its Army Reserve in         
November 2014 to 52 from 43, individuals with specific qualifications or experience 45 to 50. The 
announcement included references to older soldiers sharing knowledge and experience as well as 
widening the recruitment pool. It was stated that this was part of a plan to reduce the regular    
Army by bolstering the number of Reservists. 
 It is a clear example of the law of supply and demand. The military is rarely this nimble    
except in the cases of urgent manpower shortage. There can be no argument that the large        
investment over time in the very capable non-commissioned officer ranks in all branches of service 
should justify opportunities for extension of service by the willing for the needy. Similarly, if      
persons of advanced age are already serving in country in combat zones, there can be no reason to 
deny access to experienced volunteers at elevated pay despite diminished rank. If soldiers are  
serving their country at fifty or fifty-five there should be no bar on enlistment.   
  The United States will allow enlistment of a seventeen year old teenager into their 
military with parental consent and eighteen year old without that consent. There are many aspects 
of law where certain individuals such as underage girls and more recently, boys, are incapable of 
consent. Surely this should apply to an equally dangerous scenario with even greater potential harm 
to the underage person.           
 There is a greater debate in Britain than in America over the minimum enlistment age of 
boys into the military perhaps because the age is so low in the United Kingdom. A boy can apply 
for military enlistment in England at the age of fifteen years and seven months with parental con-
sent to join at sixteen years old.          
 Lack of employment opportunity, drug use or gang activity cannot be a stanchion in the age 
enlistment debate. There can be no reasonable objection for a widening of the Peace Corps or 
AmeriCorps to an extended and expanded non-combat military cadet corps that would provide a 
ready pool of informed volunteers in that event and at a proper age. The surprise may be a       
possible massive recruitment from such a new paradigm of millennials or boys from the U.S.  
northern states hereto before the glaring hole in U.S. military enlistment or properly, the elephant 
in the Pentagon.            
 One realistic point of view is that a large majority of potential underage recruits fail early for 
health, academic or criminal history reasons. A senior military officer put the actual recruitment pool at 
less than five percent of the available under twenty-five year olds and even down from that for deduction 
of failures in the Armed Forces Qualification Test .        
 The most glaring contradiction comes from comparison with the enlistment age for the 
equally dangerous and demanding job of police officer. While some rules vary, the general minimum 
requirement is twenty-one years of age with many forces having extended maximum age limits. In 
this the police services have shown a greater understanding of youth and the necessity of a mature 
mind for a difficult job. 
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 What is called for is an open discourse and transparency for recruits in a meaningful way that 
the following may befall them: training injury or death, battlefield injury or death, capture and       
Imprisonment, abuse or death in captivity, dismemberment and disability, lifetime confinement to a 
wheelchair, personal upheaval, PTSD, suicide, chemical or biological injury and lately, confronting     
fellow citizens during protests, peaceful and violent which may be the greatest of conundrums.  
  The compelling necessity to raise the enlistment age takes on a new urgency in a 
world awash with demonstrations and protesters often facing the military. The only thing more 
dangerous than a young soldier in Afghanistan is a too young soldier in a city protest. The     
general public should consider the likely age of the military confronting them on their next 
peaceful march and whether they would prefer confrontation with enlisted personnel of similar 
age rather than an armed teenager. The modern paradigm demands a more mature military.  
 Finally and to be clear, this is no promotion of anti-war sentiment. War has been a     
necessary evil for centuries most of it unnecessary but often inescapable like the American Civil 
War or The Second World War.         
 The two greatest threats to the free world will come from the East and they must not 
face young, inexperienced and weak minded opposition. They must be met with seasoned men 
wishing to protect family, home, neighbor, town and nation to the last. A philosophical but     
realistic approach to what will be a war of wills at all levels over extended areas and time.   
Preparation must start by the early assembly of mature enlistment who know what is to be lost.  
 Lions to the battle, not lambs to the slaughter.      
               

Washington (AP) - Top Pentagon Leaders told Congress on Thurs-
day that reports of Russia offering Taliban militants bounties for 
killing Americans were not corroborated by defense intelligence 
agencies, but said they are looking into it and the U.S. will respond 
if necessary.        
 Defense Secretary Mark Esper said his military commanders 
heard initial reports on the bounty issue in January and he first saw 
an intelligence paper about it in February.  While threats were tak-
en seriously, he said they have not yet been found credible.     
 Esper and General Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs were testifying before the 
House Armed Services Committee on the role of the military during protests triggered by the 
killing of General Floyd.  Several House members asked about the Russian bounty reports.     
Milley said Russia and other nations have long worked against the U.S. in Afghanistan and      
provided support to the Taliban, but the specific notion of bounties hasn’t been proven.  
 President Trump initially labeled the reports about bounties “just another Hoax” made up 
by the media.  The White House has said Trump wasn’t briefed on the intelligence until after the 
stories broke.  According to U.S. intelligence officials, information that Russia offered bounties 
to Taliban militants for killing American troops was included in a briefing for Trump in Late   
February.  Pentagon Officials are continuing to follow leads, in an effort to ensure the safety of 
our troops on the ground.           
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Pentagon:  The US will respond if Russia bounty reports are true 
By: Robert Burns and Lolita C. Caldor, both of the AP 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  people living by 
themselves.  

Sadly, research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary member 
has the opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! Most of 
our members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a former Marine.  
You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different phase of your life.  But you’ll 
always be a Marine because you went to  Parris Island. San Diego or the hills of Quantico. There’s 
no such thing as a former Marine.        

General James F. Amos, 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

Eddie E. Bogle             6/30    
William J (Bill) Cason            6/1 
James S. Strano     6/5
          
Louis A. Baste             7/17

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for June/July 2020   
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

TBD MCLA Meeting, 11AM, Lisa’s Country Kitchen 
TBD Marine Corps League Business Meeting, Elks Lodge                                                                                                                                
TBD Devil Dogs Growl, Mill Creek Pub, Battleground                 

 

  

Steven W. Slegers   6/03/1947 
Ralph V. Peabody   6/22/1932 
Keith D. Fitch    6/23/1931 
Steve K. Mitchley           6/24/1965 
Nona H. Mallicoat   6/27/1971 
 
William C. Barnes   7/16/1948 
Jack N. Clark    7/26/1939 
Michael C. Howard   7/29/1954 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

Pete Thornton - 2018-2019 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they  

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 

JUNE/JULY 2020 BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you're Marines - First Marines!  Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 
-Col. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 
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VA's Post-Pandemic Plan: Expand Health Care      
Services at Walmart’s 

By: Steve Beynon, Stars and Stripes 

         
WASHINGTON -- Veterans    
Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie 
said the agency's  telehealth    
services at Walmart’s will expand 
in parts of the country with limited 
access to the agency's  hospitals, 
calling the move  the "wave of the 
future."    
 Wilkie said the agency's 
plan to have a larger footprint in 
areas where it is more difficult to 
get to a hospital will  kick off after 
the coronavirus pandemic starts 
to wind down. Since VA and 

Walmart announced their private-public partnership last year, five telehealth centers 
have been opened in stores in mostly rural parts of the country and at Veterans of 
Foreign Wars sites.         
 "When the [pandemic] winds down, it's Walmart's intent to start moving more 
of these facilities," Wilkie said in a recent call with reporters. "Walmart has plans to 
move more rapidly once this [pandemic] is over." 

 Wilkie did not say how many new sites are planned. 

 The first site was set up in Asheboro, N.C., in December. Since then, the VA 
had centers set up in Walmarts in Boone, N.C.; Howell, Mich.; Keokuk, Iowa, and 
Fond du Lac, Wis. However, all locations are temporarily closed due to coronavirus 
concerns              

 At each Walmart telehealth site, the store donates the equipment and space. 
The VA said most medications can be prescribed on-site and delivered to the veter-
an's home. Services vary at each location but may include primary care, nutrition, 
mental health and social work. 

 VA's VFW telehealth sites are in Eureka, Mo.; Los Banos, Calif.; Linesville, 
Pa.; Gowana, N.Y., and Athens, Texas. Only the Eureka location is open right now. 
Each location at VFWs and Walmart’s are partnered with a major VA hospital in the 
state. 
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 According to the VA, nearly 25% of veterans live in rural areas, half of whom 
are older than 65 and much more likely to be enrolled in the VA health care system 
and have a lower income than veterans who live in cities. 

 Veterans in rural areas could also have issues accessing high-speed internet 
needed for telehealth, which connects patients with doctors for therapy or to discuss 
medical treatments. In some cases, veterans outside of urban areas might live hours 
away from VA hospitals or face other travel limitations. 

 Telehealth options can make VA care easier to access and eases the burden 
of long travel times to appointments. In 2019, there were more than 1.3 million video 
telehealth appointments with more than 490,000 veterans, according to the           
department.  

 "They can do routine things, basic hearing and eye tests and things like that. 
But I see it as the wave of the future for mental health. This puts veterans in a com-
fortable setting. It doesn't force them or their families to travel long distances. And it 
doesn't force them into what could be in many cases an unfriendly, large clinic set-
ting," Wilkie said.              

Marine Corps Marathon Canceled for the 1st Time in its History 
By: Gina Harkins, Military.com 

 

 The novel coronavirus pandemic has claimed     
another big event for runners. 

 Marine Corps Marathon officials announced 
Monday that the traditional fall race will be can-
celed for the first time in its 45-year history 

      The 2020 in-person Marine Corps Marathon 
events scheduled to take place in and around Washington, D.C., from Oct. 23 to Oct. 
25 will now go entirely virtual. Rick Nealis, the Marine Corps Marathon Organization's 
director, said the decision was made after several meetings with local government 
and public health officials. 

"We understand this is disappointing news for many, but we could no longer envision 
a way to gather together in compliance with safety guidelines," Nealis said in a state-
ment. "While we are unable to celebrate in-person this October, we are excited about 
the opportunity to bring the 45th anniversary event to the homes of runners around 
the world through a rewarding and engaging virtual experience." 
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 Help Heal Veterans donated craft kits to VA hospitals to help provide activities for Vet-
erans who are alone  - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced “Help Heal   
Veteran has provided nearly 50,000 craft kits since the start of the COVID 19 pandemic, to more 
that 90 VA facilities for Veterans who are isolated..       
      

 White House, VA launch REACH—A call to action to engage the nation in preventing 
suicide -   Washington - The White House and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today launched 
the REACH national public health campaign amied at empowering all Americans to play a critical role 
in preventing suicide.                                                                                   
     

 VA reinstates in-person services at 100 hospitals across the country - The U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today, as of mid-June, more than 100 VA medical centers 
(VAMCs) have reinstated at least one in-person service within their direct health care delivery      
system after services were temporarily on hold or reduced due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
           

 VA launches COVID-19 screening tool - WASHINGTON -  The U.S> Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) announced today the launching of a digital COVID-19 screening tool to streamline Vet-
eran access to medical care during the coronavirus pandemic.      
         

 John Deere donates thousands of face shields to VA hospitals to fight COVID-19 - The 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today that John Deere has shipped 134,600 face 
shields to 49 VA medical centers in 27 states at no cost in response t the COVID-19 pandemic.. 
    

 VA receives funding from the US Postal Service for PTSD research - The US Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today during national Post-traumatic Stress Awareness (PTSD) 
month, Vas National Center for PTSD will fund more research about PTSD.  This is thanks to the 
proceeds from the Healing PTSD postal stamp which was issued in December.   
         

 President Trump releases PREVENTS roadmap, a nationwide plan for ending suicide 
among Veterans and all Americans-  The US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced 
today the release of the President’s Roadmap to Empower Veterans and End a National Tragedy of 
Suicide.  This is an historic plan to raise awareness about mental probles of our veterans and connect 
them to resources where they can get help.        

VA IN THE NEWS  
June/july 2020 

News Releases 

Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 
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 Hell, these are Marines.  Men like them held Guadalcanal and took Iwo Jima.         
Bagdad ain’t Shit. 

Major General John F. Kelly 
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Marine Corps finds flaws in investigation of deadly 2018 
KC130 - F/A18 crash off the coast of Japan 

By Philip Athey, Marine Corps Times 

  Corps Times previously reported.   
 The review board found that the original investigat-
ing officer was concerned about what his chain of  command 
would think about the investigation and allowed his 
”personal aspirations” to outweigh his “professional duties.”
      
 The report called into question claims that       
Resilard was not qualified for the procedure along with the 
implication that the Ambien found in the weapon systems 
officer played any role in the accident.    
 “I an so glad though, tat Jahmar’s reputation and 
name was clear because he loved what he did,” Joni       
Resilard, the late Marine’s mother, told Marine Corps Times 
Thursday.     
 “He was experienced, he did the best he could 
with what was given to him.”            
 A Rare Occurrence   
 The review, started October 3, 2019, was created 
by a board of 12 Marine Corps experts in aviation, medical 
and legal, headed by Lt. Gen Robert Hedelund, a designated 
Naval aviator since 1985 and the Corps longest serving  
active pilot.     
 The new report found four causes on the fateful 
morning of Dec. 6, 2018, that directly led to the accident.
      
 1.  Resilard’s Hornet, Profane 12 attempted to fly 
the Hornet to the left of the tanker after it completed its 
refueling - a rare occurrence.  When jets refuel, they     
normally move from left to right.  Moving to the right is not 
necessarily more dangerous, just not normal.  After moving 
to the left the Hornet attempted to join the other Hornet 
on the right.  At some point during this movement the  
Hornet piloted by Risilard drifted left and slammed into the 
KC 130J.  All 130 crewmembers were killed in the accident.  
Resilard and his weapon systems officer both ejected from 
the jet into the ocean below, while the KC-130J caught fire 
and dove into the clouds, the pilot of the 2nd Hornet    
reported.     
 All members of the KC-130J crew were killed in 
the tragic accident along with Resilard: Lt.Col Kevin R. 
Herrmann, Maj. James Brophy, SSgt Maximo A. Flores, Cpl. 
William Ross, and Cpl Daniel E. Baker.   
 The Hornet’s Weapons Officer was the sole     
Survivor of the accident.    

A Marine Corps review board has found several flaws in the 
investigation of a December 2018 midair collision off the 
coast of Japan that killed six Marines.  
 The review has led to administrative reprimands for 
two senior Marines, several recommendations for fixing sys-
temic Marine aviation problems and vindication for the pilot 
involved.      
 The new report claims the initial investigation was 
flawed and came to incorrect conclusions, while providing 37 
recommendations to help prevent future similar incidents.
 “The 2018 Mishap CI (command investigation) was 
flawed and came to incorrect conclusions, while providing 37 
recommendations to help prevent future similar incident.
 “The 2018 Mishap CI was not impartial in its focus, 
thorough in its scope or accurate in its findings,” read the 
report, first reported by Millitary.com and then posted pub-
licly on Thursday.  “Because of this, we lost trust with the 
American people, the families of those who perished, and the 
young men and women who fly our aircraft.” 
 In the early morning of Dec. 6, 2018, two F/A-18s 
crashed into their refueling aircraft, which led to the death of 
six Marines.     
 The Corps’ initial investigation laid the blame for 
the crash on the inexperience of the F/A-18 pilot, Capt.   
Jahmar F. Resilard, 28, the trace amounts of Ambien in the 
weapon systems officer, along with a complacent command 
that allowed for an overall disregard for regulations and poli-
cy.      
 Lt.Col James R. Compton, the commander of 
VMFA0242, along with his executive officer, operations of-
ficer and the aviation safety officer were all fired from their 
positions in April 2019 because of the accident, Marine 
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50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 
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NO ONE EVER DROWNED IN SWEAT 
USMC(UNKNOWN) 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 03/29/2020 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
Philip Ruhmshottel 03/41 - 03/20  

       David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/                   
Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  

William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  
Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

 Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 
quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  
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CLARK COUNTY IS IN PHASE 2 OF THE STATES REOPENING 
PLAN AS OF 5 JUNE 

Clark County’s application to move to Phase 2 of the state’s reopening plan was approved Friday, June 5.  

Businesses approved to reopen in Phase 2 must follow industry-specific guidance issued by the governor.                                              
Businesses and industries eligible to reopen in Phase 2 include hair and nail salons, barbershops, real estate,                                          
pet grooming and new construction, among others. Retail stores can open for in-store purchases and restaurants                                    
can resume dine-in services with limitations on the number of diners. 

Phase 2 also allows for small gatherings of no more than five people from outside the household per week. All                                        
outdoor recreation involving no more than five people from outside the household, such as camping and visiting                                 
beaches, can also resume in Phase 2. 

Businesses, nonprofits and workers with questions about the Safe Start policy plan for returning to work, safety                                     
guidelines for your business or industry, or financial assistance can submit an inquiry to the state. 

Phase 3: Clark County submitted its application to enter Phase 3 of the reopening plan on Friday, June 26. That                           
application is currently on pause. 

On Thursday, July 2, Gov. Inslee announced a statewide two-week pause on all applications. As a result, Clark                   
County will remain in Phase 2. 

Clark County does not have an anticipated start date for Phase 3. 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the Month 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the 
second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's Lodge 

upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

16 June 1944  Vice Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, overall commander of the Marianas operation, cancels the Guam landing planned for  
18 June upon learning that the Japanese fleet has sortied from the Philippines. 

15 June 1945 The 8th Marines comes ashore on Okinawa and is attached to the 1st Marine Division. 

20 June1947 The remainder of the 1st Marine Division (less elements of the 1st Marine Division (less elements of the 1st Marines and 
3/4) sails for California.  Only the 1st Marines (consisting of headquarters and 2/1), 3/4, 2 squadrons (VMR-153 and VMF-
211), and 12th Service Battalion remain at Tsingtao.  1/1 continues to garrison Tientsin.  Their mission to guard naval    
installations there and protect the remaining American citizens. 

30 June 1950 Truman authorizes the use of U.S. ground forces in South Korea.  Congress also approves the call-up of reserve forces for 
up to 21 months of active duty. 

24 June 1952 Chinese forces attack several platoon-sized daylight-only outposts of 2/5, using artillery and mortar fire to pin them in place 
for an evening infantry assault.  All of them manage to hold. 

19 June 1957 The 1st Amphibious Reconnaissance Company at Camp Pendleton is redesignated the 1st Force reconnaissance           

1 June 1965 Skyhawks of VMA-225 and 311 land on the recently completed SATS field, the first use of this concept in a combat       
theater.  They conduct air strides from their new base this same day. 

27 June 1968 The Marine garrison begins to dismantle defenses and withdraw from the base, to be abandoned under a new operations 
plan for northern I Corps Zone 

31 July 1860 Marines and Sailors from Mississippi go ashore at Shanghai to protect American interests during unrest related to          
combat between British and Chinese forces.  The naval contingent remains there three days. 

21 July 1861 A Marine Battalion of 12 Officers and 353 Enlisted participates in the First Battle of Bull Run in Northern Virginia. 

17 July 1862 Marines and sailors from Potomac land at Pascagoula, Mississippi, and destroy the telegraph.  Back aboard a launch, they 
skirmish with Confederate troops ashore. 

11 July 1898 The Secretary of the Navy observes the 100th birthday of Congress’s creation of the U. S. Marine Corps (as distinguished 
from its predecessor, the Continental Marines) 

3 July 1899 Meyer’s Marines lead a small force of U.S. and British Marines and Russian soldiers in a pre-dawn attack to seize a Chinese 
tower placed near the American barricade on the wall. 

5 July 1918 The Marine Brigade is relieved in the lines by an Army Brigade.  Total Marine losses for the fighting since 1 June are 4,710. 

12 July 1943 The 4th Raider Battalion companies at Vangunu return to Guadalcanal. 


