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US and Taliban resume talks on ending America’s longest 
war in Afghanistan 

By: Kathy Gannon, and Cara Anna, The Associated Press 

Kabul, Afghanistan - A United States envoy and the 
Taliban resumed negotiations Thursday on ending 
America’s longest war.    
 A Taliban member familiar with, but not a part 
of, the talks that resumed in Qatar said U.S. envoy 
Zalmay Kahalilzad also met one-on-one Wednesday 

with the Taliban’s lead negotiator Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar.  
 The Taliban member spoke on condition of anonymity because he was 
not authorized to talk with reporters.     
 Baradar is one of the Taliban’s founders and has perhaps the strongest     
influence on the insurgent group’s rank-and-file members.  Some in           
Afghanistan fear that Taliban fighters who reject a deal with the U.S. could 
migrate to other militant groups such as the brutal local affiliate of the Islamic 
State group, which claimed responsibility for a suicide bombing at a Kabul 
wedding over the weekend that killed at least 80 people.   
  That attack again raised fears among that a U.S.-Taliban deal 
will bring little peace for long-suffering civilians who have died by the tens of 
thousands in the past decade alone.  
 The U.S. and the Taliban have held 
several rounds of negotiations in the past 
year on issues including a U.S. troop with-
drawal, a cease-fire, intra-Afghan negotia-
tions to follow and Taliban guarantees that  
Afghanistan will not be a launchpad for  
global terror attacks.    
 Previously, Khalilzad has said the  
intra-Afghan negotiations will be the occasion to work out thorny issues such 
as constitutional reforms, the fate of the country’s many militias and even the 
name for Afghanistan, as the Taliban still refers to it as the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan.         
         (Continued on page 4)    



 

2 

    

FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

Page 2 
2 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Marines and Significant Others,  
 Hope all is well with the membership.  Seems I 
am the one having troubles, taking a fall and frac-
turing a bone in my wrist (the right one of course) 
and need a cast for about 5 weeks.  Some things are 
harder to do than others, but managed to drive to 
Billings, Montana for the National Convention; it 
was a long tough drive.  Much of the business was 
conducted.  Visited the Semper Fi Room, the Devil 
Dog Rome and the Ballroom where the silent auc-
tion was held.  Lots of money and bones were left in 
Billings!  I was honored to represent the Columbia 
River Detachment.  The Ladies Auxiliary was repre-
sented by my bride, President Jeanette Bolte, and 
Karen Wheeler.      
    While we were in the area, 
we drove to Belle Fourche, South Dakota to visit relatives; my brother and his wife 
and my sister.  Saw lots of motorcycles coming from the Rally in Sturgis.  
                        
      Upcoming events:                                                                               
Patriots Day        11 Sept 2019 @0900 at 
          Vancouver City Hall   
  
Marine Corps League Meeting     12 Sept 2019 @1900 at 
          the Elks.          

                                   
Vets Expo and Stand Down      28 Sept 2019 0900-1400 
          @ the Vancouver VA  

                Hospital                       
Semper Fi,             
Lynn Bolte                                                                                                                   

Commandant 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

 It was not immediately clear when a deal might be reached after 
both the U.S. and Taliban earlier this month signaled they were nearing 
one.  President Donald Trump, who wants to bring hoe at least some of the 
13,000 troops he says remain in Afghanistan before next year’s election, 
was briefed on the negotiations Friday.     
 This week Trump said it was “ridiculous” that U.S. Troops have 
been in the country for almost 18 years.  Two U.S. service members were 
killed on Wednesday, joining more than 2,400 U.S. service     personnel 
who have died since the U.S.-led invasion in 2001 to topple the Taliban, 

whose government had harbored al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden.     
         Trump this week also said Afghanistan 
remains dangerous and “we have to have a presence” - a stance that could complicate talks with the    
Taliban, whose top demand has been the departure of all U.S. and allied troops, which number close to 
20,00.  A Taliban spokesman said the commander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan, General Scott Miller, was 
at the negotiations in Qatar on Thursday.        
 The U.S. and NATO formally concluded their combat mission in 2014, but American and allied 
troops remain, conducting strides on the Islamic State group and the Taliban and working to train and 
build the Afghan military.           
 The prospect of a troop withdrawal has created widespread concern that another civil war in      
Afghanistan could follow as various armed parties jostle for power. 
 Afghanistan was the world’s deadliest conflict in 2018, and the 
United Nations has said more    civilians died there last year than in the 
past decade.  Over 32,000 civilians have been killed in  Afghanistan in 
the past 10 years.       
 The Taliban, which now control roughly half of Afghanistan and 
are at their strongest since their 2001 defeat in the U.S. – led invasion, 
have dismissed the Afghan government as a U.S. puppet but have   
repeatedly offered talks with anyone who comes to the table as an    
ordinary Afghan. 

US and Taliban resume talks (Continued from page 1) 

PRESIDENT TRUMP SIGNS STUDENT DEBT    
FORGIVNESS  FOR DISABLED VETERANS 

LOUISVILLE, KY. (AP) -Student loan debt held by disabled veterans will be forgiven under an order signed 
Wednesday by President Donald Trump.        
 Trump said the order would direct the Department of Education to eliminate every penny of   federal 
student loan debt owed by American veterans who are completely and permanently disabled.  “There will be no   
federal income tax on the forgiven debts,” Trump said, saying he’ll also ask states to waive their taxes on the 
loans.  America, he said owes its heroes “a supreme debt of gratitude.”  The administration says just half of the 
roughly 50,000 disabled    veterans who are qualified to have their federal student loan debt forgiven have       
received the benefit because of a burdensome application process.  Trump issued the order during his address at 
the AMVETS convention in Louisville and signed it afterward.  The document directs the government to develop 
an “expedited” process so veterans can have their federal  student loan debt discharged “with minimal burdens.” 
 Trump was visiting Kentucky to speak to more than 2,500 veterans at the nonpartisan service organiza-
tion, also known as American Veterans.           
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Marines take pride in our heritage.  

Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto:  Semper Fidelis,  

and we’re all quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Jeanette Bolte, Patti Kuhar, June Lasch, Paulie Stofiel and Karen Wheeler 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Was read.  Audit was completed by June and Paulie on 8/1/19.  Our non-
profit status has been renewed with the state and IRS.  A $500 donation was received from the Columbia 
river Marine Corps League with the designation of Veterans direct support.  A $10 donation was re-
ceived from Bill Call with the request that it be put towards Operation Little Angel.   
                            
CHAPLAIN’S REPORT:  Karen Baste is recovering from surgery and feeling much better.  Shellie 
Towne is recovering from knee surgery.  It was discovered that member Mary Allen passed away in 2014.
                   
READING OF COMMUNICATIONS:  Per Jeanette, we received 3 letters from the VA thanking the 
unit for donations of clothing.          
                     
PATRIOTIC BRACELETS:  Per Patti, in the last 49 days she has sold 71 bracelets and 16 bracelets 
were sold by Lisa’s Country Kitchen. 
 

CONVENTION NEWS:  Karen W.  Reported that the National Judge Advocate advised in regard to 
setting up a  Go Fund Me page that it would be considered soliciting funds in other units’ territories 
which is against the bylaws.           
Karen made a $100 donation to the Marine Corps League Foundation on behalf of the Unit.  
                                  
GOOD OF THE ORDER:  The Detachment Marine Corps Birthday party will be hosted by Bill and 
Karen Wheeler on Sunday, November 10, 2019 from 3:00 to 5:00.  Karen W will provide a ham, Jeanette 
baked beans and Patti will purchase a lasagna from Costco.  Everyone else can either bring a side dish or 
a $10 donation to the unit.  The Detachment is to provide the cake.  Jeanette will  check her picnic    
supplies for plates, utensils, etc.  Paulie will check with John Stofiel to see how many people attended last 
year’s Birthday celebration.  Paulie will also check to see if we can use the Detachment’s coffee urn.       
                                                             
UPCOMING DATES:                
9/14/19 - Next meeting @ Lisa’s Country Kitchen 
9/28/19 - Railroaders Swap Meet at Battle Ground High School          
12/7/19 - Unit Christmas brunch and gift exchange  

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Paulette Stofiel, Unit Secretary   

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT  

Brunch/Meeting, 17 August,2019 

Lisa’s Country Kitchen 
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 A former Army civilian employee stole thousands of troops’ per-
sonal information and collected millions of dollars of fraudulent  military 
benefits as part of an international identity theft ring, according to a new 
federal indictment released on Wednesday.                     
 Federal prosecutors arrested five individuals on charges of     
conspiracy, theft and fraud they say targeted current and former military 
members by opening fake benefits and bank accounts, then routing the 
money through several countries to disguise the wrongdoing.    

 “The crimes charged today are reprehensible and will not be tolerated by the Department of     
Justice,” Attorney General William Barr said in a statement.  “These defendants are alleged to have illegally 
defrauded some of America’s most honorable citizens, our elderly and disabled veterans and service   
members.             
 Veterans Affairs and Defense Department officials said they are coordinating with the Justice      
Department to notify the individuals victimized in the crimes, some of whom may not be aware of any   
unusual activity with their benefits.          
 Both agencies also promised more details son on steps taken to “secure military members’        
information and benefits from theft and fraud.”        
  Federal prosecutors did not detail how many victim or how much money was stolen, but 
said the scheme dates back as far as 2014.         
  The indictment alleges that Fredrick Brown, a former civilian medical records technician 
with the 65th Medical Brigade at Yongsan Garrison in South Korea, took photos of medical files for     
thousands of service members and veterans, including their Social Security numbers, military ID numbers 
and current addresses.           
  That information was used to open up fake accounts in the military and VA online benefits 
systems, and reroute money to other bank accounts.       
  Two other U.S. citizens - Trorice Crawford and Robert Wayne Boling Jr.  - were charged 
along with Allan Albert Kerr (an Australian citizen) and Jongmin Seok (a South Korean     citizen) in the 
criminal ring.  Boling, Kerr and Seok were arrested in the Philippines earlier this week.  Crawford was ar-
rested in San Diego, and Brown was arrested in Las Vegas.       
  The group also used the information to gain access to some troops’ bank accounts, siphon-
ing cash away from them and into their own pockets.  They targeted several military focused banking insti-
tutions, including the Randolph-Brooks Federal Credit Union and USAA.     
  If a defendant is found guilty, wire fraud –which each of the five men were charged with—
can carry a prison sentence of up to 20 years.  Other charges in the indictment could add more time to 
that total.             

“Hardness,” I was learning , was the supreme virtue among recon Marines.  The greatest compliment one 
could pay to another was to say he was hard.  Hardness wasn’t toughness, nor was it courage, although 
both were part of it.  Hardness was the ability to face an overwhelming situation with aplomb, smile 
calmly at it, and then triumph through sheer professional pride,”      
          Nathaniel Fick 

ARMY CIVILIAN STAFFER AMONG FIVE CHARGED IN BENEFITS 
FRAUD SCHEME SHICH STOLE MILLIONS FROM SERVICE MEMBERS 

By:  Leo Shane III, Military Times 
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Millions more will soon be allowed to shop on military bases. 
But some veterans wonder how they’ll get access 

By: Karen Jowers, Military Times 

 As defense officials get ready for 3 million more people who 
will be able to shop at military stores on base, come veterans are 
wondering  whether they’ll be able to use their new benefits. 
 Some veterans have contacted Military Times to say that 
they are eligible for he new benefit that takes effect  January 1, but 
are concerned they won’t have access to the stores.  That’s because 
they don’t have the specific credential required - the  Veteran 

Health Identification Card, or VHIC, issued by the Department of Veterans Affairs.             
 Based on   responses to Military Times queries, there are no answers yet for these veterans.      
Information was not immediately available about how many veterans could be affected.   
 Under a 2018 law, Purple Heart recipients; former prisoners of war; veterans with a service-
connected disability from 0 to 90 percent as documented by the Department of Veterans Affairs; and    
certain primary veteran caregivers will be newly eligible to shop at commissaries and exchanges.  It        
applies to all military bases, including Coast Guard.        
 Medal of Honor recipients and veterans with a VA-documented service-connected disability   rating 
of 100 percent and their authorized family members have long been authorized these privileges, under 
DoD policy.            
 Commissaries sell discounted groceries.  Military exchanges sell a variety of items ranging from 
clothing and shoes to toys, furniture, home appliances and electronics.  They have on base gas stations and 
stores that sell alcoholic beverages.         
 This newly eligible population will also be able to use certain morale, welfare and recreational, or 
MWR, facilities such as golf courses, movie theaters, clubs and certain other programs and facilities that 
are self-sufficient, generating enough revenue through fees and/or sales to pay their operating costs. 
 The departments of Veterans Affairs, Defense and Homeland Security have been working together 
for months on plans for how the program will be implemented.  A crucial part of that is the credential   
required to get onto the base and to shop at the stores, because most veterans who aren’t retired don’t 
have access to installations.           
 Defense officials are working to enable technology at the front gate to scan whose veteran cards so 
veterans can get in to use those benefits.  Commissary officials are working on adjusting their technology 
to enable systems to read the cards.         
 Some veterans have said they are eligible for the new benefits because of their disability rating, but 
don’t qualify for the VHIC, for various reasons.  One veteran said she has tried to get answer from VA 
about shat she can do to be able to shop, but has been unsuccessful.  “I hope the VA and DoD will work 
together to ensure that no veteran with a service-connected disability are overlooked on this benefit,” said 
the veteran, who asked to remain anonymous.        
 The VHIC is the only credential that DoD resale and MWR facilities will accept from veterans    
authorized privileges solely under the Purple Heart and Disabled Veterans Equal Access Act of 2018.  
Questions should be directed to the Dept. of Veterans Affairs.      
 For their part, VA officials say DoD is in charge of this benefit expansion.  “We are working with 
DoD to accommodate all eligible veterans.”         
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Do you know a Former Marine or FMF Corpsman that might  enjoy  

Becoming a member of the Marine Corps League.  Bring them to a meeting  

and let’s help them get registered, and active in our Detachment.  

 

Columbia River Detachment Web Site: 
 

https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

and then you size the force and equip the force to accomplish that 

mission without fail.” 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 
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Last Stand of Fox Company:  
A True Story of U.S. Marines in Combat 

 November 1950, the Korean Peninsula; after General  MacArthur      
ignores Mao’s warning and pushes his UN forces deep into North Korea, his 
10,000 First Division Marines find themselves surrounded and hopelessly out-
numbered by 100,000 Chinese soldiers near the Chosin Reservoir.  Their only 
chance for survival is to fight their way south through the Toktong Pass, a     
narrow forge that will need to be held open at all costs.  The mission is handed 
to Captain William Barber and the 234 Marines of Fox Company,  a courageous 
but undermanned unit of the First Marines.  Barber and his men climb seven 
miles of frozen terrain to a rocky promontory overlooking the pass, where they 
will endure four days and five nights of nearly continuous Chinese attempts to 
take Fox Hill.  Amid the  relentless violence, three-quarters of Fox’s Marines are 
killed, wounded, or captured.  Just when it looks like they will be overrun.  
LtCol Raymond Davis, a fearless Marine   Officer who is fighting south from 
Chosin, volunteers to lead a daring mission that will seek to cut a hold in the 
Chinese lines and relieve the men of Fox Company.  This is a fast-paced and 

gripping account of heroism in the face of impossible odds.       

 A future Marine recruit died Friday after completing the run por-
tion of the Corps’ initial strength test held in Frederick, Maryland, ac-
cording to Marine Corps Officials.      
 The Marine Corps identified the poolee as 18-year-old Jose Ro-
driguez.  He had just joined the DEP on 25 March and was slated to 
attend boot camp at the Parris Island, South Carolina, recruit depot in 
September, according to 1stLt William H. Tunney, a spokesman with 

the Corps 4th Marine Corps Recruiting District.                           
 The Marine Corps provided no other details regarding Rodriguez’s death. “We are deeply 
saddened by the loss of Jose Rodriguez, a young man who recently enlisted in the Delayed Entry 
Program,” Tunney said.  “We respect the Rodriguez family’s right to privacy and their decision 
whether to release further information regarding the incident.”     
 The initial strength test is a modified version of the Corps’ physical fitness test and includes 
pullups, crunches and a 1.5 mile run. Male Marine Poolee’s are expected to complete the run in 
13 minutes and 30 seconds or faster.                                                                                  
 The Delayed Entry Program helps prepare future Marine recruits for boot camp, and 
poolees can spend six months to nearly a year in the DEP before shipping to recruit training. 
 Rodriguez enlisted out of the Marine recruiting sub station Rockville, Maryland.  Tunney 
said.                              
 Our Marines send heartfelt condolences to his family and friends while the circumstances 
surrounding his death are investigated,” Tunney said. 

Marine poolee dies in Maryland after run portion of Corps’ initial 
strength test 

By: Shawn Snow, Marine Corps Times 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and the 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join 
and/or invite someone 
you know to join the 
Marine Corps League and 
the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more 
than increase our ability 
to help America's veterans 
and their families; you 
could be helping that new 
member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
 In recent years, 
U.S. populations have 
become more solitary, and 
more than a quarter of 
U.S. households are made 
up of  people living by 
themselves.  

 Sadly, research 
has found that 25 
percent of Americans 
said they had no one to 
talk to about important 
matters and social 
isolation may increase a 
persons risk of early 
death  
 The good news is 
that every Marine Corps 
League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the 
opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! 
Most of our members 
take time to visit those 
veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans 
homes. Our Veterans feel 
loved and appreciated 
when our members visit 
them and feel useful and 
connected.    
 Your involvement 
is key to the success of 
each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary 
Units and our 
organization.  It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and 
their families, our 
communities, and our 
country.  

 
    

Stephanie M. Cathcart 08/26/2016 
John F. Russell   08/21/2008 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for August 2019 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary Meeting        5 September 2019 

CRD #826, Marine Corps League Business Meeting/Gathering                 12 September 2019 

Columbia River Detachment, Devil Dog Meeting                   14 September 2019 

 
  

 

PUBLISHER’S  

DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON MARINES 

OF THE YEAR  FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

   Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire life-
time wondering if they  really make 

a difference in the world.  But 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1981—1985 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you’re Marines- First Marines! Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

—Col Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a 
former  Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different 
phase of y0ur life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you went to Parris Island. 
Sam Diego or the hills of  Quantico. There’s no such thing as a former Marine. 

      

General James F. Amos,  

35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

Roger Rueckert 08/02/1941 
Charles G. Solomon 08/13/1941 
Eddie E. Bogle 08/16/1941 
John F. Posey 08/01/1950 
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  A Marine serving in one of the service’s highest-profile posi-
tions was admonished after hazing claims emerged when he took a 
lighter to subordinates’ collars to burn threads from their uniforms 
— while the Marines were wearing them.    
 Sgt. Francis Frazier, the 38th Color Sergeant of the Marine 
Corps was the subject of an investigation after complaints were filed 
last year that he had “maliciously burned two junior Marines,” ac-
cording to a 20-page report Military.com obtained through a Free-
dom of Information Act request.    

 Frazier, who serves as the Marine Corps’ most senior sergeant, representing the service at high-
profile events across the country, was ultimately cleared of any hazing allegations after investigators found 
he hadn’t intended to harm his Marines.  But his uniform inspection tactic was found to have been done in 
poor judgement - a “leadership failure,” documents state.       
 The complaints date back to an April 16, 2018 inspection for members of the Marine Color Guard 
Platoon.  Frazier leads the Marines whoa present the American and Marine Corps flags at high-profile 
events in Washington, D.C. and across the country.        
 Frazier told investigators he repeatedly took lighters to his Marines’ collars during inspections to 
get rid of loose threads on their uniforms.  When another Marine, whose name was redacted from the 
report saw Frazier doing so, he told the color sergeant it was a “crazy” thing to do.   
 Frazier again went in with the lighter to remove the thread, and the Marines asked what his First 
Sergeant would think of the situation, according to the investigating officer’s report.  “Sgt Frazier respond-
ed that he thought (his First Sergeant) would have his back and continued to try to remove the loose 
thread,”  At this point, he accidentally burned the Marines neck slightly.  Sgt Frazier did not believe that 
this was serious and went about his business.”        
 Officials at Marine Barracks Washington where the Color Guard Platoon is based, stressed that the 
investigation into Frazier’s behavior determined that no hazing occurred.  The complaints made against him 
were unrelated to hazing allegations made later that year against members of the Silent Droll Platoon, 
which is also based at the Barracks.          
 That Case resulted in three Marines being booted from the service and two others being punished 
after a witness reported seeing members of the revered demonstration unit using a training rifle to strike 
someone.            
 The Marine Corps did not respond to several questions about Frazier’s case, including whether 
those who said they were burned by his uniform checks are still 
in his charge and how the investigation led the sergeant to 
change his inspections or leadership style.   
 They also did not answer questions about whether use of 
a lighter is prohibited during uniform checks.   
 Capt. Katie Kochert, Marine Barracks Washington 
spokeswoman, said only that leaders there remain “engaged and 
involved in Battalion activities and stand vigilant against hazing 
and similar misconduct.”     
  

 Color Sergeant of the Marine Corps Warned After Burning 
Troops with a Lighter 
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 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

VA IN THE NEWS  
AUGUST 2019 

News Releases 

 
VA Launches Veterans Legacy Memorial to honor deceased Veterans online - The U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), National Cemetery Administration (NCA) launched the     
Veterans Legacy Memorial (VLM), August 14, the country’s first digital platform dedicated entirely to 
the preservation of the memory of he 3.7 million Veterans interred in VA national cemeteries. 
                                
VA updates the disability rating schedule for infectious diseases, immune disorders and 
nutritional deficiencies - As of August 11, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) updated 
portions of the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities (VASRD, or Rating Schedule) that evaluate       
infectious diseases, immune disorders and nutritional deficiencies.      
                 
 VA and Hiring our Heroes partner on Military spouse hiring initiative -  The U.S.         
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation’s  Hiring Our 
Heroes initiative recently joined efforts to lead and support military spouse employment at VA and 
throughout the federal government and reduce the high unemployment rate for military spouses.
                 
VA has cured 100,000 Veterans of Hepatitis C - As World Hepatitis Day is marked            
nationwide, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has reached a significant milestone, having 
cured more than 100,000 Veterans of chronic hepatitis C virus infection (HVC), establishing VA as   
a global leader in the diagnosis and treatment of HCV.      
  
VA releases Launchpad app to streamline health care access for Veterans and          
caregivers - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Department of Defense’s 
(DOD)  Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) entered into a strategic partnership August 12th to        
enhance VA’s supply Chain management modernization efforts.     
                      
VA announces upcoming awards of more than $400M in grants to help Veterans who 
are homeless or at risk of homelessness - Thousands of low-income Veterans and their eligible 
family members will continue to have access to crucial homelessness services as a result of $426   
million in grants to be awarded under the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) Supportive   
Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) Program.       
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TAPS  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

 

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
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CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

Lewis and Clark Young Marines 

  

Best of Clark County—We were honored to be 
chosen by The Columbian readers as a Top 5     
finalist in the Best of Clark County competition in 
the “non profit” category.  We were up against 
some huge well established non- profits.  The   
winner will be announced June 30th.  We thank 
MCL for your support and votes.   
        

The Young Marines are still looking for a permanent place to call home.  We’ve had several offers, but either they 
were too small or couldn’t commit to the days and times we needed.  Any ideas or offers should be directed to 

Sean Langley at: admin@lcym.org.  There should be an article coming out in the Columbian on Saturday April 27th 
about our homeless situation.  Starting next Thursday May 2nd we will be meeting and drilling at Hough Elemen-
tary school in Vancouver.  Hough Elementary is a very temporary fix to our problem.    

No report submitted this month. 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

JARHEAD JAVA 

Jarhead Java has teamed up with the Marine Corps League!  Jarhead Java has a new    
shopping page and is offering FREE SHIPPING!  Please go to jarheadjava.com and select 
the flat rate box containing the items you desire, and then use the coupon code MCL at 
checkout for FREE SHIPPING!  We will then make a cash donation for each order placed 
using that code to the Marine Corps League - this as well as our regular donation of 50% 
of profits to the Semper Fi Fund/America’s Fund to support our wounded heroes from 
ALL branches of our military.  Jarhead Java is 100% Columbian Arabica—”BOLD ROAST” 
- coffee.  Great coffee for a great cause!      

TRAVEL PLANNER 

Members now have access to over 600,000 lodging       
options   worldwide, and at rates up to 65% off or more.  
The Marine Corps League Travel Planner sources rates 
from dozens of   supplier    channels to bring you the best 
rae and terms for your hotel for your specific dates.  You 
can also book flights and   other travel   services right from 
the site.  Make the Marine Corps League Travel Planner 
your one-stop shop for travel and SAVE Now.  Also you 
can get unmatched group lodging rates for weddings,     
reunions, team sports, or any of your special events. 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        
Paymaster.             

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the month of August 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

4 August 1801 The Marine Band plays at the 1st inaugural parade in Washington, D.C. 

3 August 1804 As the U.S. squadron bombards the forts  at Tripoli Harbor, four gunboats under command of Captain Stephen 
Decatur attach II Tripolitan boats.  In close quarters fighting with muskets and cutlasses, the Americans capture 
three of the boats and inflict nearly 100 casualties  among the enemy at a cost of one dead (Decatur’s brother 
and three wounded. 

24 August 1814 Captain Samuel Miller’s force o 103 Marines and Barney’s Sailors beat back three British  assaults during the 
closing stages of the Battle o Bladensburg in Maryland.  The British subsequently occu7py and burn Washington. 

19 August 1818 Sergeant McFadian and his Marines from the sloop Ontario help raise the flag along the Columbia River to 
strengthen the U.S. claim to the Oregon Territory. 

4 August 1846 Marines and sailors from frigate Congress take possession of Santa Barbara, California. 

6 August 1864 Captain Charles Heywood and 25 Marines from Hartford and Richmond occupy Fort Powell at the entrance to 
Mobile Bay. 

12 August 1898 Marines from the steamship Mohican and cruiser Philadelphia participate in ceremonies at Honolulu marking the 
annexation of the Hawaiian Islands by treaty on 7 July. 

7 August 1918 Under authorization from Congress the Marine Corps takes control of all of Parris Island - a total of roughly 
3,000 acres of marsh.  Until this time the government had owned just 78 acres. 

6 August 1943 The major elements of the 9th Defense Battalion begin mving from Rendova Island to the Munda Airfield area 
to protect the newly captured landing strip. 

5 August 1944 The 3rd Marine Division begin embarking, with the 2nd headed for Saipan and the 4th for Hawaii  The 8th 
Marines assumes responsibility for mopping up Tinian. 

28 August 1946 The Marine Detachment at Bikini Atoll is disbanded following the completion of atomic testing there. 

27 August 1951 The 1st Marine Division begins moving back into the lines southeast of the Punchbowl in Korea. 

14 August 1958 Following elections in Lebanon on 31 July that ease tensions, BLT 2/2 goes back on board ships and           
reconstitutes the landing force of the sixth fleet. 

2 August 1961 President Kennedy declares that the United States will do all it can to save South Vietnam from Communism. 


