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Washington—Veterans rejected for disability benefits will 
have a new slate of appeal options starting next month, 
when federal officials will put in place and overhaul the 
review process with hopes of dramatically cutting down 
on wait times for the complicated cases.  
  

Last week, Department of Veterans Affairs officials an-
nounced they will implement new appeals modernization 
rules starting February 19.  Work on the effort has been 
underway for more than 18 months, since lawmakers 
passed sweeping reform legislation on the topic in August 
2017,     
     

Under the new rules, veterans will be given three options 
for their benefits appeals.  All three are designed to 
streamline the complicated existing process for cases, 
which can languish for years as new evidence and argu-
ments are introduced throughout the timeline. 
     

Now, VA leaders are hoping the most difficult reviews 
can still be completed in under a year in the vast majority 
of cases.  Their target for cases which don’t go before 
the Board of Veterans Appeals is an average of about 
four months for a final decision.   
        
A successful appeal can mean potentially thousands of 
dollars in monthly benefits payouts for veterans who have 
previously been turned down for what they believe are 
service-connected injuries and illnesses.  VA  and Capitol 
Hill leaders hailed the changes as a long-overdue fix. 
     

This is the most significant reform in Veterans’ appeals 
process in a generation and promises to improve the 
timeliness and accuracy of decisions for our nations/ 
veterans,” said House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
Chairman Mark Takano, D-Calif.   
                                       
He promised close oversight of the work ahead, but also 
hopes for the potential rewards for veterans. 
   

Committee ranking member Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., last 
week visited a regional office in his home state that will 
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VA’s Benefits Appeals process will see a 
dramatic changeover next month 

By:  Leo Shane III, Military Times 

be involved in the new appeals process and left feeling 
confident in its success.  
     

“The VA staff feel really good abut this,”  he said.  
“They’re worked out the hiccups they’ve had, and are 
ready to move ahead.  Getting all the training and 
experience is going to take time, but I walked away 
optimistic.”   
            
Veterans groups largely supported the appeals over-
haul, although a few groups have expressed concerns 
about the new system limiting veterans options for 
future reviews in favor of getting faster answers.
                      
Under the first of the three new appeals processes, 
veterans can file a supplemental claim where they 
introduce new evidence backing their case.  The ap-
peal is handled by specialists at a regional office, who 
render a final decision on it.  
                  
In the second option, veterans can request their case 
be reviewed by a senior claims adjudicator instead of 
the regional office.  Those experts will review cases 
for clear errors or mistaken interpretations of statute.  
If they find mistakes, they can mandate corrections for 
the cases.    
            
Finally, veterans will also be able to appeal directly to 
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals.  Those cases are 
expected to take the longest to process, because of 
the legal prep work involved.  Veterans can get a di-
rect decision or request a hearing before the board.
  

Portions of the new process have been implemented 
as pilot programs at select sites in recent months.  
Previously, cases involved a combination of all three 
options, with cases reset and repeating steps with 
every new submission of case evidence. 
            
Veterans with cases currently pending in the system 
can opt-into the revamped process starting next 
month, or remain in the current system if they believe 
it will better benefit them.  More information is availa-
ble through the VA benefits website. 
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Greetings Marines, 
 Our next meeting is February 14th at 
7:00pm.  I’m told we may be swearing in a new 
member.  We’ll also be having someone from 
Peacehealth Medical Group come to talk to us 
about their Hospice program and what services 
they offer.  We’ve also invited our Auxiliary mem-
bers to attend if they are interested.  
 The VA is holding a workshop on managing 
Chronic Pain and Suffering on February 11th from 
9:00am to 1:00pm at the Portland VA Clinic in the 
Auditorium.  There is a shuttle that runs between 
the Portland and Vancouver clinics several times a 
day if you don’t want to drive yourself.   
 Marine Lucian Baker has been working with a local company on a suitable 
color match for a shirt for our detachment.  Our Adjutant/Paymaster will be 
coming out soon with information on ordering and pricing.   
 We need to start looking for new Officers for the coming year.  We’ll be 
voting in April and have our Officer installation and Awards dinner in May.  We 
need new blood so if you are interested contact a current Officer.  If you know 
of someone who you think deserves recognition let me or our Adjutant know 
who and a short reason why.  We need those by the end of April.   
 Marines Baker and Stofiel are working on organizing another coffee stop 
weekend at the Gee Creek rest area.  This has been a good fundraiser for us and 
our members who have participated enjoyed meeting with the travelers.  As 
soon as we set a date we’ll let everyone know.      
              
        
        Semper Fi, 
        Bill      
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Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, 
and we’re all quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

Columbia River Detachment, #826 
Department of Washington, Marine Corps League 

Elks Lodge #823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98683-5203  
MINUTES OF THE MEETING November 2018 

Minutes of 10 January 2019 

OPENING CEREMONY: 1900 Appropriate. 
INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES: Marine of The Year:  Steve Slegers; National Officers/Chairs: PDD 
Rex Hopper: Nat’l VAVS Representative; Department Officers:  PDD Jim Renton - Jr Past Commandant & Boy 
Scout Liaison; DD Bill Hauser - Dept. Paymaster; Rex Hopper - Dept. WA VAVS Chair; Military Order of the Devil 
Dogs, Lewis & Clark Pound Keeper - PDD Henry Lasch; Past Department Commandants present:  John Stofiel, 
Lynn Bolte, Rex Hopper, Jim Renton; Past Detachment Marines of the Year present:  John Stofiel, Lynn Bolte, Rex 
Hopper, Jim Renton: Past Detachment Marines of the Year present:  John Stofiel, Lynn Bolte, Rex Hopper, Jim Ren-
ton, Bill Hauser, John Hudson, Lucian Baker.                          
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:  All present and/or accounted for.                                                         
QUORUM OF OFFICERS:  Yes.  New members -none. Several members have handed out applications with no 
returns yet.   
CORRESPONDENCE:  (Adjutant John Stofiel) - All correspondence has been forwarded via email to the     
membership                                    
ADJUTANTS REPORT:  John Stofiel - Cmndn’t Hauser appointed Ron Brandon & Steve Slegers to serve as our 
representatives on the Clark County Veterans Advisory Board for 2019 appropriate paperwork submitted to the 
county.  I retrieved a document concerning guidance on forming subsidiary units of out detachment at the Fire team 
level, they would be members of our detachment but would conduct any meetings/activities in their outlying loca-
tion and report to our Cmndn’t (see page 4).  If you have anyone interested in starting this up please contact me to 
bring this action to fruit.  Perhaps Yacolt, or east up the river like in Skamania County or North County.           
PAYMASTERS REPORT:  John Stofiel - We currently have 74 Members w/2-Assoc & 1 Honorary: we received 
an anonymous donation of $200.00 for Veteran’s needs.  Read financial report.  Motion to approve by Jim Renton, 
2nd Rex Hopper.  We have lost 12 Members for non-payment of dues in 2018 and 5 members to the Supreme 
Commandant (Carnett Falconbury,  Bill Hillgaertner, Bernard Kendall, Chuck Louviere & Lee Phillips).  Any member 
who desires a hard copy of the report please contact the paymaster (jfstofiel@comcast.net)                           
SICK AND/OR IN DISTRESS:  Chaplain Ron Brandon - Absent;  John Stofiel - We currently have two of our 
members living at Bonaventure Assisted Living 13700 NE Salmon Creek Ave., Vancouver, WA - Doc Bill Moorman 
(WWII) and Marine Jack Clark who is in advanced stages of Alzheimer’s but likes his Semper Fi Magazine and identi-
fies with that so his bride continues to pay his membership dues; Lucian Baker - Dave Hancock will be going home 
tomorrow (Friday) from rehab for his low platelets issue.  UPDATE: 1/11/19 - Dave informed me that he is still at 
VA Hospital Rehab, rm 103 & he is not going home but they are planning on moving him back to Avamere Rehabili-
tation of Cascade Park 801 SE Park Crest Ave, Vancouver                                                  
REPORT OF OFFICERS: No reports.                     
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:                             
Clark County Veterans Advisory Board (CCVAB)/:  Ron Brandon/Steve Slegers—We meet at1400 the 2nd 
Thursday ea. Month @ CC Public Service Center, 1300 Franklin St., Rm 680.  We met today at 1400, we had a 
guest speaker Katlyn Viers from Clark Community College Financial Literacy Program that includes both Veteran 
and Civilian support.  In Nov the Veterans Assistance Center had a total of 565 visits to the center.  250 Veterans 
served, of this 57 were homeless veterans actually served.  Total volunteer hours 910.5 hours.  The dental program 
provided for two veterans.  Fund raiser to support local veterans in need.  The Sportsman Warehouse Raffle 
$1,000.00 gift card.  Only 1,000 tickets will be sold.  Tickets are $10.00 each.  Contact CCVAC for tickets.  28 Sept 
will be the Veterans Stand Down at the Vancouver VA.        
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 Marine Corps Coordinating Council (MCCC):  Bill Hauser/John Stofiel - We Meet the 3rd Monday of ea. 
Month 1100-1200 (Federal Holidays we meet 3rd Tu) Navy-Marine Reserve Center 6735 M Basin Ave. Port-
land, OR 97217-3993.  I sent minutes of November meeting to membership via email, no meeting in December 
next meeting will be on Tuesday, 22 January at 1100.                
Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services (VAVS) Representatives:  Jim Renton/Rex Hopper - We had a 
meeting yesterday.  The Liver & Kidney transplant patients have returned to the Vancouver VA Lodging has reo-
pened they had asked for assistance with setting up.  We advanced them $2500.00 in December and other Vet-
erans organizations also stepped up to help; they are still putting out a call for items they need to assist the pa-
tients.  The manager Shelley Smith is the contact person.  (503) 721-7860 Ext. 57860.  The golf carts that we 
use to transport patients from the parking lot to various locations on the VA-Vancouver Division campus had 
died.  We purchased a couple of new ones 2 yrs. ago and the batteries went bad on us.  VA transportation final-
ly financed the replacement batteries and we are good to go with the results.  Last but not least I need drivers 
for the carts.  Contact Rex Hopper if you would like to volunteer in this capacity at the VA - Vancouver, hoops 
need to be jumped through to become a volunteer but well worth the time.                 
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES:                    
Veterans Day Parade - Bill Hauser - No Report                               
Gee Creek Fundraising - Lucian Baker/John Stofiel - No Report                             
Marine of the Year:  Pres. George LaFrazia/Sec. Jim Renton – No Report            
Awards Committee:  John Stofiel - If you know of any of our members or associates who are serving and 
doing good deeds in our community on behalf of our Corps of Marines please do a brief write up of what they 
are doing in our name and send it to me so our Cmndn’t can appropriately recognize them at our annual May 
installation and Award ceremony.                                                                                                               
Toys for Tots Coordinator - GySgt Sean Bazar - the 2018 Portland Toys for Tots Campaign is complete!  
Thanks to all of our donors and volunteers we were able to support over 28,000 children this Holiday Season!  
See you Next Year!  Email: PorlandT4T@usmc.mil 503-286-3962 X6020.  John Hudson - I used two boxes to 
collect Toys from the YM’s and we were going to take he toys to the Vancouver Red Cross however they had 
already forwarded on the toys to California to those affected by the fire so I took two bags full of toys to the 
Women’s Shelter in Orchards and they needed them badly; Bill Hauser - I did the same thing, I had a donation 
box that got to me late so I took them to the Women’s shelter.  Following discussion about the detachment 
supporting their own Toys for Tots Campaign locally mostly due to the constant turnover of Reserve Coordina-
tors and lack of promptness in getting the local program on board in early October vs waiting until late Novem-
ber to start it off, extremely short period of time for seeking out toy donations at the last minute to support 
our program was not appreciated.  We did okay locally in our AO but definitely not up to standards that we see 
the program needing to operate.                 
OLD BUSINESS:               
1.  Lucian Baker - Shared he had found an appropriate color of Red polo shirt for use by the detachment                
 through Excel Designs, Inc. and if all approve of this shirt I could take orders for the shirts Discussion.  
 What is the cost?  $25.00 (S, M, L, XL) per shirt with MCL Logo and name on shirt.  Larger sizes 2X, & 3X, 
 4X would cost approx. $35.  How are we going to pay for the shirts?  It was determined that payment 
 would be received by the Paymaster from the member who is ordering a shirt and then funds provided to 
 the coordinator (Lucian Baker) to place the orders.  Minimum order of ten shirts would be required per 
 order.  Once Lucian receives 10 shirt orders or more he will make the purchase and distribute the shirts 
 upon receipt.  Our Paymaster will work with Judge Advocate Lucian Baker to produce an order form for 
 presentation to the membership and to develop a line item in our checking account for the purchases.    
2.  Marine Wendy Baker had presented a proposed budget work sheet at our October meeting.  Marine Rex               
 Hopper, John Hudson and John Stofiel volunteered to serve on a committee to review the budget                
 proposal for presentation and approval by the membership.  This did not take place as Wendy had to       
 resign her position as our Paymaster due to other commitments.  I have provided each of you with a       
 proposed budget for your approval.  It was noted during discussion that our expenses exceed the  
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 2.  Marine Wendy Baker had presented a proposed budget work sheet at our October meeting.  Marine 
      Rex Hopper, John Hudson and John Stofiel volunteered to serve on a committee to review the budget          
      proposal for presentation and approval by the membership.  This did not take place as Wendy had to 
      resign her position as our Paymaster due to other commitments.  I have provided each of you with a 
      proposed budget for your approval.  It was noted during discussion that our expenses exceed the  
      expected income from our dues and by the end of the year we should be in the red.  In past years’    
      budgets we have always ended the year in the plus column financially; this year we will be short.          
      Marine Pete Thornton moved that we take 15% of any profits received from our fundraising efforts to 
      subsidize our operational expenses. 2nd by Jim Renton…. Carried.  Motion was made to approve the 
      proposed budget by Rex Hopper, 2nd Jim Renton, carried.             
 3.   John Hudson - Shared that he had concluded his investigation over the loss of the YM Chapters loss of 
      weapons that were donated by some of our members to the Lewis & Clark YM program.  It was deter
      mined that the previous YM Commander concurred with the new temporary YM Commander to have 
      the rifles transferred over to him on his departure from the YM Program.  John determined that the    
      transfer of the weapons was legal in accordance with the YM bylaws and that no further action to    
      retrieve the donated weapons would be feasible.                   
NEW BUSINESS:                                                                                                                                                   
 1.  John Stofiel - I will volunteer to work with anyone who would be willing to set up our Gee Creek Rest 
      Area fundraiser through the DOT and establish date for the same.  I will do the administrative function 
      of providing a sign-up sheet for the event and I have all of the detachment equipment to enhance the      
      operation.  Lucian Baker volunteered to work with DOT to reserve our spot for our fundraiser.       
      Commandant will need to provide with two optional months as to when we could carry this out.                               
 2.   We need to update our roster of personnel who are able to check out our rifles from the Vancouver  
       Police Department when needed.  Wendy Baker and Keith Fitch who are no longer available to  
       accomplish this venue need to be replaced.  JrVice Henry Lash and Sgt at Arms Steve Slegers       
       volunteered to serve on the Honor Guard rifle  roster.  Sgt at Arms Steve Slegers will take the letter 
       of appointment to the East Precinct VPD inventory and check condition of our weapons and take  
       appropriate action to ensure the presence, cleanliness and security of or rifles.                 
 3.   Pete Thornton—Concerning the incident that took place via the detachment’s email roster.  This    
       means that the article that was sent was sent in the detachments name which is inappropriate.  All of 
       us have or own personal political and religious beliefs and that is okay.  What is not okay is using our 
       detachment name to push a personal political / political belief out to our membership.  The Marine    
       Corps is an A-Political organization and as a Veteran Marine Corps League organization, quasi-military 

                  we just cannot do that.  Our website, newsletter, roster of members is official to our detachment..      
                  They are not to be used to perpetuate your personal/political stance.  I was disappointed that 3 of our     
       Marines resigned their positions in the detachment rather than stay the course.  

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE: 
2019 MCL NAT’L MID-WINTER CONFERENCE.  February 28—March 2, 2019 Fredericksburg Hospitality 
House Hotel & Conference Center, 2801 Plank Rd. Fredericksburg, VA, 22401 540-786-8321 guests may call 540-
786-8321 to book their reservations.  Be sure to mention the Marine Corps League to get the group rate of $99 
per night plus tax.  Reservations can be made online:  http://mcl-nwdiv.org/events/ retrieve registration form.  
AGENT ORANGE TOWN HALL MEETING.  March 23, 2019 Time:1300-1600 PM @ Portland VA Medical 
Center Auditorium.  The Legacy of Exposure to Agent Orange and Other toxic chemicals and how they affect 
your health and the health of your children and grandchildren for up to 6 generations.         
DEPT OF WA SPRING MCL STAFF MEETING.  April 5-6 2019 Oxford Suites, 1701 E. Yakima Ave,      
Yakima, WA 98901.  Reservations 509-457-9000 for group price mention “Marine Corps League.   

Closing Ceremony - Appropriate. 
Members Present: (9) Lucian Baker, Lymm Bolte, Bill Hauser, Rex Hopper, John Hudson, Henry Lasch,              
Steve Slegers & Pete Thornton           
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 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT  

Brunch/Meeting, 12 January,2019 

Lisa’s Country Kitchen 

Those attending:  Jeanette Bolte, Patti Kuhar, June Lasch, DeeAnne Osorio, Caroline Ruhmshottel, Paulie 
Stofiel, Shellie Towne, Karen Wheeler         
              

June handed out hearts to us all, getting a head start on Valentine’s Day.     
  

Patti gave the treasurer’s report. We brought in $85.00 from the Patriotic Bracelets.  Lisa’s has brought in 
$1000 in the last year, selling the bracelets for us.        
  

Patti handed out Lifetime Membership cards to Jeanette and Shellie. 
 

We discussed about our having 2 kinds of members, active and non-active.  We are glad to have ALL of 
you ladies!             
  

There were 3 letters of thanks from the VA Vancouver Medical Center.  Two were for clothing          
purchased from the Patient Clothing Fund.  The third was for a patriotic quilt made and donated by Shellie 
Towne.              
  

Jeanette passed around another newspaper article about the Young Marines helping place 2000 wreaths 
on veterans graves at Evergreen Memorial Gardens.  This is a nationwide endeavor through Wreaths 
Across America, to which we donate.         
                    

A motion was made by Caroline and 2nd by Paulie to budget $100 to purchase 3 patriotic quilts for the 
VA Vancouver Medical Center per year.         
                        

Many ideas for fundraising were discussed, but tabled for now.  Let us know if you have any ideas for us.
                                                                                                                                                                                            

We also discussed starting to gather items for the Christmas bags for the vets.  June already has several    
items for them.            
                                      

We have been invited to attend the Marine Corps League meeting with our men on Thursday, February 
14th, 2019 at 7:00 PM            
  

PLEASE NOTE”  The next meeting is February 2, 2019 at 11:00 AM at Lisa’s Country Kitchen.     
After most ladies left the meeting, the date had to be changed to February 11th. Due to Lisa’s schedule.
                       
Thank you all for attending and sharing ideas.                  
Respectfully submitted,                  
Shellie Towne, Secretary  
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Valor:  The Gentleman Marine 
By Stephen Harding 

By the time he died in a hail of German 
machine-gun fire on France’s Blanc Mon 
Ridge on 4 October 1918, 1stLt. Henry 
L. Hulbert was already a Marine Corps 
legend.  And through his courage and 
leadership on the meat-grinder        
battlefields of World War 1 had further 
burnished his martial reputation—and 
earned him the Distinguished Service 
Cross, and France’s Croix de guerre—it 
was during a savage fight in a forgotten 
conflict on a faraway Pacific island that 
this most atypical of Marines first     
distinguished himself. 
   

  Hulbert was born into wealth and privilege in 1867 
in Kingston-upon-Hull, Yorkshire.  Groomed to be a proper English 
gentleman, he received a classical education and at 18 joined Britain’s 
colonial service in Malaya.  His drive, competence and charm won him 
quick promotion and marriage at age 21 to the sister of a senior British 
colonial official.  Hulbert seemed destined for a meteoric rise in his  
chosen profession.      
  That ascent ended, however, when in 1897 Hulbert 
was caught having an affair with his wife’s sister.  Dismissed from the 
colonial service, he lost everything in the ensuing divorce and was    
ordered to leave Malaya.  Hulbert hopped the first boat out and within 
months wound up in Canada’s Yukon Territory goldfields.  Having no 
luck there he worked his way to San Francisco where, in March 1898, 
the 31-year-old English gentleman joined the Marines.  After boot camp, 
the newly minted Leatherneck was assigned to USS Philadelphia, flagship 
of the Navy’s Pacific Station.     
  The cruiser sailed from Samoa, which the 1899 
Berlin Treaty had made a joint American-German protectorate.  The 
August 1898 death of Samoa’s king and Germany’s effort to put a suc-
cessor of its choice on the throne fanned a simmering civil war into 
open hostilities.  Philadelphia was sent to protect Americans and, in 
cooperation with several British warships, to counter German influence 
and quell the civil strife ashore.     
  On April 1,1899, Private Hulbert was one of 20 
Marines and 36 sailors sent ashore as part of an American-British    
operation to confront Samoan insurgents.  Leading the Americans were 
Navy Lieutenant F.V. Lansdale, assisted by Ensign John Monaghan and 
Marine 1stLt Constantine Perkins.  The column swept through the   
village of Fagali’i burning the huts of presumed insurgents.  
  Once clear of the village, the force - with Hulbert 
and fellow Marines as the rear guard—started toward Apia.  After ford-
ing a river, the column was ambushed by heavily armed   Samoans, and 
what had been a routine operation degenerated into a brutal, close-
range brawl.  The column began withdrawing toward the nearest beach, 
and Perkins ordered Hulbert and Sergeants Michael McNally and Bruno 
Forester to defend the opening in a fence through which the main body 
of the column had to pass.     

 Last to the fence were Lansdale and Monaghan, who were cut 
down within yards of Hulbert.  He moved toward them, shooting and 
bayoneting warriors in his way.  Seeing that the officers were dead, and 
wounded himself, Hulbert fought his way back to the fence and covered 
McNally and Fosterer as they crossed.  Out of ammunition, he used his 
rifle as a club.  Finally, seeing his chance, he rushed to rejoin the column.  
For his actions he received the Medal of Honor.   
 Hulbert stayed in the Corps, volunteering for World War I 
combat at age 50.  He had reached the highest enlisted rank, Sergeant 
Major, and was on the staff of Major General Barnett, Commandant of 
the Marine Corps.  Immediately prior to his entry into World War I 
Hulbert was appointed a Marine Gunner (He is believed to be the first 
Marine Gunner appointed).  Once he arrived in France he was assigned 
as a Platoon Leader with Company “C”, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines 
where he participated in the battles of Belleau Wood, Soissons, and 
Blanc Mount Ridge, and during this time he was commissioned a 1stLt in 
the Marine Corps.  His time in France brought additional decorations. 
He led from the front until his death during the siege on Mount Blanc 
Ridge 4 October 1918.  Henry L. Hulbert , the gentleman Marine, was 
ultimately interred in Virginia’s Arlington National Cemetery.  

   
  

U.S. Marine Corps 1898-1918 

Spanish-American War  1898 

Second Samoan Civil War  1899 

World War I    1917-1918 (KIA) 

"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  
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VA Portland Health Care System 
Upcoming Events Calendar 

Whole Health Chronic Pain Resource Workshop 
 

Date:   Monday, February 11, 2019 
Time:   0900—1300 PST 
Location:  Portland VA Medical Center, Building 100, 2nd Floor Auditorium 
Web Site  https://www.facebook.com/events/2282677458646108 

Do you live with chronic pain? 
Join us to hear about the many resources available at Portland VA to help you manage chronic pain 
and improve your quality of life.          
    

The aim of this workshop is to empower Veterans by sharing a broader perspective on how to live 
with chronic pain, beyond a focus on medications and primary care, with information about different 
approaches and how to access such resources.        
      

 - Presenters will include experts in: 

  - Pain Medicine 

  - CBT for Chronic Pain 

  - Chiropractic Care 

  - Medications 

  - Nutrition 

  -Yoga/Tai Chi 

  - Acupuncture 

  - Movement Therapies 

  - Stress Management 
 

Attendees will learn about multiple evidence-based approaches to reduce your pain-related distress 
and will leave with a plan of action to improve your daily life.      
     

For more information or to sign up: Call Dr. Timothy Wright, PsyD  at: 503-220-8262 ext. 55612 
     Or:   Ken Sewell    “    ext. 56460 
  

When: Monday, February 11th, 2019 from 0900an to 1300pm      
  
Where: Portland VA Medical Center, Building 100, 2nd Floor Auditorium   
     

Sponsored by VA Portland Center for Integrative Pain Care (formerly NW Pain) 
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Detachment “Cover” Ordering Information 

 

The Detachment Marine Corps League Cover is available  at the ships store, for 
a cost of $30.00.            
 When ordering your MCL cover you will need to enter size i. e. 6½,  7¼,  
7¾, etc. and the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor Emblem for your cover, at a cost of 
$4.50 each making the total cost $34.50 (+shipping costs).  These items can be 
ordered online.  Copy the link below and paste it into your computer browser:  
https//www.mclnational.org/semper-fi-store.html      
                                                      
YOU CAN NOW ACCESS THE “SHIPS STORE” VIA THE DET. WEB PAGE

DFAS DIRECTORS MESSAGE  
 Before we get into the thick of the 2019 tax season, there are a few things that every retiree and annuitant needs 
to know. 
 First, MyPay continues to be the quickest and easiest way to access your account information.  You can see how 
the Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) will affect you pay, get your IRS form 1099R and much more.  This newsletter has 
a great article on getting into your myPay account, whether you’ve used myPay before, or you are accessing your account 
for the first time, as well as other options for getting your current and past 1099Rs.  And while your logged in to myPay, 
make sure to update your email and mailing address.        
  Second, we need your help to pay you accurately and on time.  Please check your account at least once 
a year and ensure that your mailing address is correct.  And for retirees, please check that your Survivor Benefit Plan ben-
eficiary and Arrears of Pay beneficiary information are correct.      
  Third, DVAS is expanding the use of email as a way to communicate about changes to your account and 
actions that may be needed.  If you don’t have an email registered in myPay, do it now so you’ll receive the emails. 
 Next, you may have questions about your pay or benefits, but do not know whom you should contact.  Be sure 
to read the article about who to contact for the most common questions.   You can also find a copy of the quarterly Re-
tiree Newsletter that you can download.  We hope you find this newsletter useful and informative.  Thank you for your 
service to our great country.  We are proud to serve those who have served, and we wish you and your family a safe and 
happy season.            
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WE THE DETACHMENT HAVE A POSITION TO FILL….  
If interested contact John Stofiel or Bill Hauser for info and training. 

DETACHMENT REP ON THE MARINE CORPS 
COORDINATING COUNCIL OF  

OREGON/WASHINGTON  
 
 

Columbia River Detachment Web Site: 
 

https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

Mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

And then you size the force and equipment force to accomplish that 

Mission without fail.” 

 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 
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 A female officer has graduated from the 
Scout Sniper Unit Leaders Course and is on 
track to become a future recon or sniper      
platoon commander. 

 The female lieutenant graduated from 
the arduous and physically demanding         
Infantry Officer Course only in summer 2018; 
only the second woman to accomplish the feat 
so far. 

 She is slated as a ground intelligence officer, which generally is considered a 
track route for future reconnaissance or sniper platoon commanders. 

 Marine Corps Training and Education Command confirmed to Marine Corps 
Times that the lieutenant graduated from the Scout Sniper Unit Leaders Course, 
held at Quantico, Virginia in July. 

 It’s another sign of progress as women continue to integrate into previously 
closed combat related job fields 

 The three-week sniper leaders course prepares junior officers and                 
noncommissioned officers in the employment of Marine snipers. 

 The training includes tactical decision-making, orders development,           
counterinsurgency operations and familiarization with weapons and optics.  The 
course culminates with a field exercise where the candidates conduct a sniper control 
center. 

 The course is not an equivalent to the grueling 79-week basic scout sniper 
course where Marines earn the 0317-scout sniper job field. 

 However, the female Marine lieutenant is on track to become the first female 
0203 ground intelligence officer. 

 Her graduation from the sniper leaders course puts her one step closer to com-
manding sniper or recon Marines on the battlefield. 

 

FEMALE  MARINE OFFICER GRADUATES FRON SCOUT 
SNIPER UNIT LEADERS COURSE 

By: Shawn Snow, Marine Times 

One day, you’ll get out of the Marine Corps; you’ll put your uniform up, but you’ll never 
not be a Marine. 

General John F. Kelly USMC    
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and the 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a 
longer, more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  people living by 
themselves.  

Sadly, research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the opportunity 
to help ebb the loneliness 
epidemic! Most of our 
members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  
 

 Michael L. Marcum 02/05/1996 

Harold G. Westby 02/05/1996 

James E. Hogan  02/05/1997 

Janet E. Spence  02/05/1997 

Donald D. Newell 02/05/2000 

Michael C. Mannell 02/01/2001 

Rex E. Hopper  02/05/2002 

John P. Hudson  02/01/2005 

David C. Engstrom 02/09/2007 

William A. Hauser 02/12/2009 

Richard D. Wolf 02/08/2012 

James R. Kenney 02/25/2015 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for February 2019 
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Deadlock over cost of US troops in South Korea isn’t halting military ops, for now 
 

By Kyle Rempfer, Military Times 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
14 February2019 Marine Corps League Business Meeting 

16 February 2019 Devil Dog Growl 

  2 February 2019 Marine Corps League Auxiliary Meeting 

 
Donald H. Cheney  02/04/1938 

Robert A. Lyman  02/12/1942 

David G. Hancock  02/08/1944 

George L. Thornton Jr. (Pete)  02/15/1950 

Robert S. Bean   02/06/1958 

PUBLISHER’S  

DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private organization 

RENEWAL TIME 
Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON MARINES 

OF THE YEAR  FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

   Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire lifetime 
wondering if they  really make a differ-
ence in the world.  But Marines don't 

have that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

 The U.S. and Republic of Korea have been working to   
negotiate a deal regarding how to share the cost of hosting the more 
than 28,000 American Troops based in the country.   
 And while the negotiations have failed to reconcile differ-
ences over the past year, the halt in funding won’t impact the military 
operations, though Korean workers on U.S. bases may be put on 
leave this spring.      
 The Wall Street Journal reported in December that Presi-
dent Donald Trump wants South Korea to pay up to double the cur-
rent amount—between $1.2 billion and $1.6 billion per year for five 
more years.  South Korean officials are opposed to the increase, the 
Journal reported, and the two governments are not close to an agree-
ment.      
 The negotiations are over the Special Measures Agreement, 
or SMA, a five-year contract between the U.S. and South Korea that 
expired Dec. 31.  The agreement previously required South Korea to 
pay about half of the estimated annual cost of hosting U.S. troops, or 
roughly $830 million per year.    
 “There is currently no impact to military operations,” Pen-
tagon spokesman Lt.Col Chris Logan said in a statement to Military 
Times.         
 “Both sides seek a swift conclusion to SMA discussions to 

possible lapse in contributions that directly support compensation 
for nearly 9,000 members of the  (U.S. Forces Korea} Korean work-
force.”      
 “U.S. Forces Korea will ensure our Korean National and 
Korean Service Corps employees have adequate time to prepare for 
a potential furlough,” Logan added.  “We value our Korean national 
workforce and their contribution to the Alliance.”  
 In preparing for a possible lapse in SMA funding, U.S. Forc-
es Korea notified the ROK Ministry of Employment and Labor and 
Korean Employees’ Union of the timeline for a potential furlough on 
November 7th according to the Pentagon.    
 Reuters previously reported that the U.S. military warned 
Korean workers that they may be put on leave in mid-April if no deal 
is reached.     
 “The Special Measure Agreement is extremely  important 
to both sides and we continue to work toward a mutually beneficial 
agreement, “Logan said.  “Since collaboration is ongoing it would be 
inappropriate to discuss details before an agreement has been 
reached.”              
 Since 1991, South Korea has helped offset the costs of 
stationing U.S. forces through the SMA mechanism said the State 
Department.      
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 The few, the proud, the Marines: Custodians of a proud martial tradition dating back 
to November 10, 1775.  So it might surprise you to know that the Marine Corps doesn’t 
know why its motto is Semper Fidelis.  The iconic phrase, Latin for “always faithful,” has cap-
tured the spirit of Marines, past, present, and future, since the 1880s.  But the reasoning be-
hind its selection is still unknown.       
 No, really, We asked the Marine Corps, and they didn’t know.  Neither did anybody 
else.  Turns out the only person who could have told us for sure is Col. Charles Grymes 
McCawley, the eighth Commandant of the Marine Corps.    
 The son of a Marine Captain, McCawley served in the Mexican-American war at the 
Battle of Chapultepec and later during the Civil War.  He held the Marine Corps comman-
dant post for 15 years until retiring in 1891 and is credited with a number of lasting advances 
for the service.  He was instrumental in raising training standards, securing a quota for Marine 
officers from the Naval Academy, and enforcing Corps-wide uniform regulations (though you can’t blame him for up-
tight grooming standards - just look at that mustache.)  He also made the Marines early adopters of cutting-edge tech-
nology, like the typewriter and the telephone.         
 In 1883, McCawley made “Semper Fidelis” the official Marine Corps motto.  Beyond that details are pretty 
scant.  Here’s what we were able to find out about the Corps’ most cherished credo.    
 It wasn’t the service’s first snappy slogan.  There was “Fortitudine,” Latin for “with strength”; “To the shores 
of Tripoli,” commemorating the Marines’ action at the Battle of Derna in 1805, which got a song eventually, too; and 
then there was “Par Mare, Par Terrum,” Latin for “By Sea, By Land,” a motto shared by Britain’s royal Marines. 
 The emergence of Semper Fidelis - often shortened to Semper Fi - as the Marines’ motto came a few years 
after the service decided to make some aesthetic changes to its uniforms and iconography, changes that would better 
capture the elite and professional nature of the Corps.        
 In Semper Fidelis: The History of the Unites States Marine Corps, noted military historian Allan Reed Millett 
draws a connection between these uniform changes, made by McCawley’s predecessor as commandant, Col. Jacob 
Zeilin, and the adoption of the Semper Fi motto.  It all started, Millett writes, with Zeilin’s adoption of “a more dis-
tinctive and dynamic cap insignia: An eagle perched on a globe (showing the Western Hemisphere) superimposed 
over an anchor.”            
 The commandant, of course, had hijacked that now-famous eagle, globe, and anchor from the British Navy’s 
globe-and-laurel crest.  Which is fine. Since America pretty much stole the whole idea of a Marine Corps from Britain 
and made that, better, too.           
 In any case, the E.G.A. became standard on all Marine uniforms by 1875, and the Commandant went right 
back to the British well for inspiration:  Zeilin stole the Royal Marines’ “Par Mare, Par Terrum” motto, too.  But after 
succeeding Zeliln as commandant - and perhaps thinking his predecessor had taken the British mimicry a little too far 
- McCawley changed the motto to the more original Semper Fi.       
 So, we know that in 1875 the service went through some changes for the sake of a sharper image; it got a 
new emblem, and a newish motto.  And no one might begrudge McCawley’s decision to trim back at the service’s 
borrowed phrasing.  But that doesn’t answer the question:  Where’d he come up with “Semper Fidelis, anyway? 
 While we may never know for sure, there’s plenty of history to the phrase itself.  According to records pro-
vided by the Marine Corps History Division, the motto has its roots in Irish, Scottish, and English nobility, as well as 
among military outfits in 17th century Europe whose members may have emigrated to the American colonies in the 
1690s.              
 So there you have it, perhaps the real history of Semper Fidelis.  The Marines don’t know why Semper Fi is 
their motto, because the Commandant of the Marine Corps failed to keep an accurate logbook.  But then maybe it 
does not matter that much to current or former Marines who carry on that tradition of ever faithful service to coun-
try and Corps that a Marine of any generation or century would recognize.     
   So to close  “SEMPER FI, MARINES”     
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The Marine Corps Doesn’t Know Why It Chose “Semper Fi” As Its Motto 
By:  James Clark,  Staff  Writer for Task and Purpose 
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You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 

 

 

Marine Corps League 
96th Annual 

National Convention 2019 

Please 

Lodging & Venue 
Info. 

 

Lodging and convention 
venue for the 2019 MCL 
National Convention is 
provided by the Billings 
Hotel and Convention 
Center.  Conveniently  lo-
cated just 6 miles from the 
Billings Logan International 
airport and close to lots of 
great local eateries and    
shopping.  

Activities & Agenda 
 

 
In addition to a fun filled and 
informative agenda at the 
convention center, we will be 
offering a variety of additional 
activities throughout the   
historic area in and around 
Billings, MT.  Registration for 
some activities is limited, so 
be sure to sign up early to 
get in on the best of the 
unique activities for the 2019 
Marine  Corps League Na-
tional Convention.               
   

Local Attractions 
 
Ready for a Montana style 
MCL National Conven-
tion?  Our area is jam 
packed with history from 
the Lewis & Clark Expedi-
tion to the famous Custer 
Battlefield.  Billings also 
has a     wonderful selec-
tion of restaurants from 
fast food to fine dining as 
well as some of the top 
rated  micro-breweries in 
the country. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR YOUNG MARINES & STAFF WHO RECEIVED CERTIFICATES, WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA LAPEL PINS and 
COLD STONE CREAMERY GIFT CARDS FOR BEING OUR TOP 10 WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA SELLERS FOR OUR 2018 WREATHS  
ACROSS AMERICA FUNDRAISER.           
                         
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALPHA PLATOON BEING OUR #1 SELLING PLATOON WITH 399 WREATHS SPONSORED!! WTG ALPHA 
ADULT PLATOON LEADERS BARBARA HENNINGS & MARC LACOVETTA-SOLIS.      
                 
AS A UNIT, THE LEWIS AND CLARK YOUNG MARINES SOLD 1745 WREATHS FOR THE WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA FUNDRAISER FOR 
EVERGREEN MEMORIAL GARDENS VANCOUVER.  THAT AMAZING TOTAL IS DUE IN LARGE PART TO THE TREMENDOUS EFFORTS OF 
OURYOUNG MARINES AND THEIR FAMILIES PUT FORTH TO MAKE THIS EVENT SUCH AN OVERWHELMING SUCCESS.  GREAT JOB 
YOUNG MARINES, FAMILIES AND STAFF, WE ARE PROUD OF YOU. 

 

OUR 2018 TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL SELLERS 
#1—MISS HOLLY LEWIS (STAFF) - 154 WREATHS 

#2—YM/PVT GAGE JENSEN—ALPHA PLT - 100 WREATHS 

#3—YM/SSGT HUNTER MALLICOAT - BRAVO PLT –64 WREATHS 

#4—YM/PFC KLOEE EADES - ALPHA PLT - 60 WREATHS 

#5—YM/PFC’s PAUL & LARRY TALLEY - BRAVO/CHARLIE –48 WREATHS 

#6—YMPFC YSABELLA PRUDHOMME – ALPHA PLT -48 WREATHS 

#7—YM/CPL VICTOR WRIGHT -  CHARLIE PLT - 41 WREATHS 

#8—YM/CPL KEELEN GOLDWORTH - CHARLIE PLT - 34 WREATHS 

#9—YM/PVT GABRIELLA RINCK - ALPHA PLT - 27 WREATHS 

#10– YM/CPL AIDEN IMEL - ALPHA PLT- 26 WREATHS 

#10– YM/CPL KYLE BORNEMAN - CHARLIE PLT - 26 WREATHS 
              
   

Don’t you forget that you’re Marines- First Marines! Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

—Col Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 

 Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

Fundraisers.  Our Young Marines are smack dab in the middle of their See’s Candy Fundraisers.  Keep an eye out for 
our Young Marines at the Fred Meyer stores in the Clark County area.  You can find them on most Friday evenings and 
Saturdays and Sundays.  They are also preparing for the 1st annual silent auction fundraiser.  Anyone wishing to donate 
goods or services please visit— 

      https://wwwlfacebook.com/lcym2002/posts/2204707223110552 
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The United States Marine Corps, with its fiercely proud tradition of excellence in combat, its hallowed rituals, 
and its unbending code of honor, is part of the fabric of American myth. 

Thomas E. Ricks, Author 

               

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS OF OUR WREATHS ACORSS AMERICA SPONSORS.   

  WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA WALL OF FAME 

SENATOR LYNDA WILSON - WA 17TH DISTRICT—100 WREATHS 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS—100 WREATHS 

DEBBIE LALLY RINELL & SW WASHINGTON LEARNING CENTER –100 WREATHS 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE FOR WILLIAM (Bill) HILLGAETNER—42 WREATHS 

VANCOUVER FUNERAL CHAPEL—35 WREATHS 

ROWE PLUMBING AND DRAIN LLC—35 WREATHS 

SALMON CREEK HEIGHTS AMERICAN LEGION POST 176 –33 WREATHS 

THE TALLEY FAMILY & M&R CRAFTY HANDS-26 WREATHS 

EMPIRE HOSPITALITY—23 WREATHS 

VANCOUVER VFW POST 7824-22 WREATHS 

STEADFAST SERVICES NORTHWEST LLC—20 WREATHS 

ERIC & JENE THWAITES AT TRIBECA TRANSPORT—20 WREATHS 

JOHN P. HUDSON—20 WREATHS 

EMBLEM CLUB #473—20 WREATHS 

BILL HILLGAERTNER—20 WREATHS 

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA CHAPTER 512—17 WREATHS 

THE JENSEN FAMILY—15 WREATHS 
CLARK COUNTY VETERANS ADVISORY BOARD (HAT PASS) - 12 WREATHS 

KEVIN AND MELISSA WEEKS—11 WREATHS 

EVERGREEN MEMORIAL GARDENS VANCOUVER—10 WREATHS 

ARTEGAN INDEPENDENT, ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE COMMUNITIES—10 WREATHS 

RACE TO REMEMBER—10 WREATHS 

KEVIN J. LAWSON AT FAIRWAY INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE PROMOTING AMERICAN WARRIOR INITIATIVE—10 WREATHS 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 11/29/2018 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12 
Doc. William J.  Moorman 12/25-01/19 

Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  
Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  

Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
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CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

LEFT OF BANG 
By Patrick Van Horn, new to the Commandants Reading List 

 You walk into a restau-
rant and get an immediate 
sense that you should leave.  
You are about to step into an 
elevator with a stranger and 
something stops you.  You    
interview a potential new     
employee who has the resume 
to do the job, but something 
tells you not to offer a position.  
These scenarios all represent 
Left of Bang, the moments    
before something bad happens.  
But how many times have you 
talked yourself out of leaving 
the restaurant, getting off the 
elevator, or    

getting over your silly “gut” feel-
ing about someone?  Is there a 
way to not just listen to your inner 
protector more, but to actually 
increase your sensitivity to threats 
before they happen?  Legendary 
Marine General James Mattis 
asked the same question and is-
sued a directive to operationalize 
the Marine Corps’ and issued a 
directive to  operationalize the 
Marine Corps Combat Hunter 
program.  A comprehensive and 
no-nonsense approach to height-
ening each and every one of our 
gifts of fear, Left of Bang is the re-
sult.         
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.   All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

 

s 
When:  Saturday, February 9th, 2019 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

    CITY, STATE, ZIP  

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

4 January 1777 Samuel Nicholas’s battalion goes into camp at Sweets Town, not far from General Washington’s bivouac 
at Jockey Hollow, Morristown, New Jersey.  The American forces begin a long winter of hardship due to  
inadequate clothing and food. 

1 January 1801 The Marine Band plays for the first New Year’s reception held at the White House in Washington. 

30 January 1848 Marines and Sailors from Dale make a night landing and overland approach followed by a dawn           
attack to defeat a Mexican force at Cochori, near Guaymas. 

6 January 1859 Brevet Brigadier General Henderson dies in office at the age of 76.  He had served as the fifth 
Commandant for almost 39 Years. 

15 January1865 Four hundred Marines and 1,600 sailors of the fleet participate in the ground assault on Fort             
Fisher.   Although the naval brigade us beaten back it diverts attention of Confederate defenders          
and allows the Union Army to penetrate the defenses and capture the bastion. 

16 January 1893 Marines from the cruiser Boston land at Honolulu after the Hawaiian queen revoked the constitution, and 
American sugar and pineapple planters deposed her and formed a provisional government. 

15 January 1943 Joe Foss shoots down three enemy planes, giving him 26 kills and tying Army Captain Eddie Ricken-
backer’s World War I American record.  The 2nd Marines leave Guadalcanal for New Zealand. 

1 January 1948 Marine Corps Base San Diego is re-designated as Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego. 

10 January 1951 The 1st Division begins a movement north from the Bean Patch to the vicinity of Pohang, a major port on 
the east coast of Korea.  Much of the airlift is provided by VMR– 152 and 352. 

18 January 1961 Bertha L. Peters becomes the first female Marine promoted to the rank of Sergeant Major. 

22 January 1968 Communist forces launch an offensive and by the next day the TET Offensive as it was nicknamed has 
spread throughout South Vietnam.  

29 January 1991 Iraqi forces launch three brigade-size night attacks across the Kuwaiti border.  Two are repulsed.  One 
captures the Saudi town of Al Khafaji.  Eleven Marines are killed in these night battles. 

11 January 2002 Detainees begin arriving at Camp X-Ray at Guantanamo Bay for interrogation and holding.  Marine    
elements from II MEF are part of the task force running the facility. 


