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 Famed Iwo Jima flags at National Museum of 
the Marine Corps for 2 weeks as it reopens 
                  By: Jared Morgan, Marine Times   

 After having to shut down for 
several months because of the CoVID-19 
crisis, the National Museum of the Marine 
Corps welcomed visitors back Tuesday 
with a limited-time viewing of the two 
flags raised on Iwo Jima. The World War 
II battle for Iwo Jima saw some 70,000 
U.S. Marines and sailors invade the Japa-
nese island, with about 7,000 killed and 
another 20,000 wounded.  Taking the 
island from Japan provided an important 
strategic victory in the Pacific. 
 February marked the 75th anniversary of the famous assault.  
 The battle was immortalized in a photograph of Marines and a Navy corpsman 
working against the wind to raise an American flag on Mount Suribachi.  The iconic photo 
captured the second flag raising in two days.  The flags will be on display for only two 
weeks.          
 Friday is the 19th anniversary of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, which 
makes the museum’s “Terror Strikes” section of the extension of “Legacy Walk” especially 
timely.         
 “That section speaks to the events of 9/11 and the Corps’ involvement,” Gwenn 
Adams, Public Affairs Chief for the Marine Corps Museum, said in a Thursday email to the 
Marine Corps Times.  “We have a piece of rubble from the Pentagon and an I-beam from 
the World Trade Centers.  In previous years, when those items were on temporary display 
in our exit corridor many people would visit on 9/11 to pay their respects.  One lady returns 
each year and lays flowers because she can’t bring herself to go to New York.” 
 “Many of the museum’s visitors come for many reasons,“ Adams said. 
 “Some to connect with their past, some to better understand what their veteran 
loved one experienced, some to experience U.S. and world history as seen through the eyes 
of Marines and some just to see the weapons for the Iwo Jima flag,” Adams said.  “I can’t 
tell you how many times visitors have told us, “Thank you!  I now understand what my  
husband, wife, father,  mother, brother/sister (fill in the blank) went through,” or “this is 
the first time we’ve ever heard these stories from him/her.”        
 Several of the museum’s exhibits will be closed, including those with interactive 
elements like the children’s gallery and other play areas.    
 The Marine Corps museum, located near Quantico, Virginia, also is working on 
new exhibits and galleries remembering the years from 1766 through the global war on 
terror.  The galleries will highlight Marine action in Somalia, Beirut, Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm, Iraq and Afghanistan.  
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Greetings, 
 What a strange time for everyone….. 
Wear your masks, wash your hands and be 
safe.  We have been in bigger battles and we 
will win this one also! 
 As we see breaks in the clouds, small 
meetings will be taking place along with talks 
of future activities.  We can continue to stay 
in contact with our smart phones, computers, 
video chat, and good old-fashioned email.  All 
this will work until we can get back together 
with fellow Marines and friends. 
 I was having a little kidney stone and stent problem, but am now 
doing much better.  See you all as soon as I can. 
 
Upcoming events: 
 The Vietnam Veterans of America, Clark County Salmon Creek 
Chapter #512 is hosting a “Car Wash Fundraiser” at Fox’s Car Wash, 
8200 NE Hwy 99, Vancouver,  WA. 98665 on 3 October 2020 from 
0900-1800.  They need our help for this endeavor,  so if you wish to  
volunteer, please contact Ron Brandon at 360-721-4310 or email him 
at donnaronb@comcast.net.  Pizza and drinks will be provided by the 
owners to all participants, but we still need more Marines to help. 
   

 Our new meeting place is now the American Legion Smith-Reynolds 
Post #14 on the 3d Friday of the month.  We will no longer be meeting at 
the Elks Lodge #823.  Next Meeting will be 18 September 2020.  Dinner 
1700-1800.  Business meeting 1830-2000 

  

 Semper Fi,   
                           Lynn Bolte, Commandant 
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Here’s how to make a face mask out of that Marine green skivvy shirt. 
By:  Shawn Snow, Marine Times 

 

Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the     
Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools posted on image showing a 
no-seq skivvy shirt fac mask.  (Marine Corps) 
 
If you saw the Defense Department memo directing service members to 
wear a face covering over COVID-19 concerns, fear not, you can make one 
out of your green skivvy shirt with no sewing skills required.    
                    
Marine Corps Combat Service Support Schools headquartered at Camp 
Johnson, North Carolina,  posted a short image tutorial showing Marines     
stationed aboard Camp Johnson how they can make a  skivvy shirt face mask. 
              
    MCCSSS posted this to Facebook 
  (I will continue to post this until we are no longer required to wear masks)  
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COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT, #826 
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

American Legion Smith-Reynolds Post 14, 4607 NE St James Road, Vancouver, WA 98663 
Minutes of 18 September 2020 

  
ORDER OF BUSINESS:  
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: All present.  
INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES:  
 Recognition of Past & Current National Officers: National VA Voluntary Service Rep - Rex Hopper,  
 Recognition of Department Officers: Jim Renton -Boy Scout Liaison; Paymaster Bill Hauser.  
 Past Dept. Cmndnt’s: - John F. Stofiel, Rex Hopper and Jim Renton.  
 Recognition of MODD Pound: Lewis and Clark Pound Keeper: DD Henry Lasch.  
 Past Det. Cmndnt’s: John F. Stofiel, Lynn A. Bolte, George LaFrazia, Rex E. Hopper, James L. Renton & Bill Hauser.  
 Past Det. Marines/Corpsman of the Year: John Stofiel, Lynn Bolte, Rex Hopper, Jim Renton, Bill Hauser, John Hudson, and 

Steve Slegers.  
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: Marines Mike Cherney, Alan Schmeits and Chad Spahr submitted their applications 
for admission in the MCL. They each shared about their time in the Corps. The Sgt at Arms escorted them out. Cmndn’t called 
for a motion to accept their applications, 2nd was made, discussion was brief. Vote was unanimous. Oath of memberships was 
provided by the Cmndn’t and he presented them with their membership pin.  
CORRESPONDENCE/ACTION: Adjutant 
1. Shared about the detachment voting unanimously to sponsor a new Young Marine Unit in Battle Ground, WA the CO Paul 

Baran is in receipt of an endorsement letter signed by Cmndn’t Bolte.  
2. We were scheduled to set up a table at the Heroes Night 13 June at COSTCO but it was cancelled.  
3. Audit of PLM’s accomplished on 7/1/18 we had 34 eligible to receive interest and 11 not eligible total 45 
4. Email sent out to Board of Trustees to discuss move to Post 14 from the Elks Lodge scheduled meeting with all members 

who could attend. Motion to move was approved and minutes were published and posted on the website.  
ADJUTANT/PAYMASTER’S REPORT: John Stofiel - We currently have 72 members - 1-ASSOC LM = 71 PD MBRS DIV 
X 15 = 4.73 = 5 VOTING DELEGATES. We have 48 LM’s 33 are eligible for interest payment; we currently have 24 dues pay-
ing members and all are paid for 2021. Read Paymasters report. Motion to approve by George LaFrazia, 2nd Rex Hopper, and 
motion carried. Any member who wants a copy of the report contact the paymaster at jfstofiel@comcast.net  
CHAPLAIN’S REPORT: John Stofiel – Marine Paul Whitney recently lost his bride; Roger Rueckert is having issues with his 
health and is unable to travel; Dave Hancock is having memory problems and has recently moved into a group home in Shore-
line, WA near his daughter. Note of interest it is important to let the Chaplain/Adjutant know of health issues in our family so 
first we can get up a prayer calling, 2nd the chaplain can send out “Get-Well” cards, Does your next of kin (NOK) best friend 
have our contact information to let us know how you are when you are not able to let us know.  
REPORT OF OFFICERS: No Reports.  
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:  
 Membership/Recruiting:  JrVice Cmndn’t Pete Thornton – Our recruiting effort is ongoing.  
 Clark County Veterans Advisory Board: Steve Slegers – CCVAC Homeless Veterans 323, 240 referred to HSC, 166 

Eligible 37 received housing. 25 were sent to other agencies, 128 Veterans requested emergency housing we were able to 
provide shelter for 89 Veterans. We had 188 Visitors to the Center, 31 Veterans were served in July expended $20,563. 
Stand down will be held 19-20 October 2020 @ River City Church, 2400 E Fourth Plain Blvd., Vancouver, Wa 98661 from 
0900-1400; our next meeting is on 8 October… Meeting link: https://clarkwa.webex.com/clarkwa/j.php?MTID= 
m686be7ee529fdcda18b19a31a25a0cc5 Meeting #: 146 221 3872 Password: ccvab. Too busy to attend the meeting but still 
interested in seeing how your tax $ are assisting Veterans in Clark County… Visit: https://www.cvtv.org/program/veterans-
advisory-board 

 Marine Corps Coordinating Council of OR/WA: Bill Hauser/John stofiel – Next mtg. Mon 21 Sept.  
 Toys for Tots w/6thESB: John Stofiel – Our coordinator Gary Brannan-MCCC VP working w/6thESB. • Veterans Affairs 

Voluntary Services: Jim Renton / Rex Hopper – Volunteers at Portland/Vancouver VA on leave indefinitely due to the 
COVOID-19 Virus situation. The volunteer group is on temp leave. I still go down to the VA Vancouver Division to take 
care of our carts. Get your flu shot today. VA has many options for you to get a flu vaccine and some new options for Vet-
erans to get vaccinated for free at a local pharmacy or urgent care/walk-in care clinic near you; to receive email on news of 
your local VA send a request to VHAPOR-publicaffairs@med.va.gov or check out website:  
https://www.portland.va.gov/news/index.asp 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.   All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 
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Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services: Jim Renton / Rex Hopper – Volunteers at Portland/Vancouver VA on leave indefinitely due 
to the COVOID-19 Virus situation. The volunteer group is on temp leave. I still go down to the VA Vancouver Division to take 
care of our carts. Get your flu shot today. VA has many options for you to get a flu 2 vaccine and some new options for Veter-
ans to get vaccinated for free at a local pharmacy or urgent care/walk-in care clinics near you; to receive email on news of our 
local VA send a request to VHAPOR-publicaffairs@med.va.gov or check out website:       
                      https://www.portland.va.gov/news/index.asp  
 

 Community Military Appreciation Committee (CMAC): Bill Hauser – Serves on CMAC Board 7 Feb was our last meeting 
the 8 April 2020 Community Salutes 1800-2000 Skyview High School was cancelled. 25 May Memorial Day Ceremony at 
Vancouver Barracks carried out by reps from CMAC and recorded by and can be seen on www.cvtv.org. 2020 Costco  
Heroes Night-June 13th-East Vancouver Costco was Cancelled. The Dept. of Veterans Affairs canceled the Nat’l Veterans 
Wheelchair Games in Portland, OR. CMAC held a Patriot’s Day event 9/11, filming individuals on a CVTV.  The Veterans 
Day Parade in November has been cancelled.         
                       

 Lewis & Clark Young Marines: John Hudson/Devin Lewis – The Lewis & Clark Young Marines was chartered in October 
2002 and serves the Vancouver, WA and Portland, OR metropolitan area. Our unit is still looking for a home to relocate 
to. We still have a graduation that was put on hold due to the COVOID issues. Young Marine Unit meetings online via 
zoom for the past few months.           
               
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE:Car Wash joint Fundraiser w/VVA: Ron Brandon – The roster is set the       
detachment currently have 5 members participating but we could always use more manpower on the street coercing driv-
ers into the car wash with enthusiasm. Watches: 0900-1200, 1200-1500, 1500-1800 if you can come during those times to 
help out it would be appreciated. @ FOX’S CAR WASH/FUEL 8200 NE HWY 99 VANCOUVER WA 98665. We get $1.00 
for every car who goes through the car wash; I have tickets here in bundles of 10 to hand out to friends, family and enemies 
and asked that members here volunteer to handle them out. (Delivered some to a few in the room). If you did not get any 
please contact me following the meeting donnaronb@comcast.net or contact our Adjutant and he will send you some via 
email that you can share with folks locally. The Detachment will receive 1/3 of the proceeds raised.    
  

 Veterans Day Parade: Bill Hauser – No Parade 2020  

 Marine of the Year: Chair George Thornton - We selected our Member of the Year and that will be presented in Oct.  

 Awards Committee: John Stofiel – always accept nominations for awards. jfstofiel@comcast.net  

 USMC Ball – John Stofiel 6thESB no Ball this year, and RS Portland no news yet on what they be doing. We will be hosting 
our annual birthday party at the American Legion Smith-Reynolds Post 14 on Tuesday 10 November 2020 with appropriate 
distancing/safety for all present, we will have a brief ceremony we will read CMC’s message, General Lejeune’s message and 
conduct our cake cutting ceremony and then enjoy a nice meal in celebration. I will be sending out a flyer to invite all 
Marines/Corpsmen to this event           
  

OLD BUSINESS:  
Dept. Jr Past Cmndn’t Jim Renton – Report on recent online election of Dept. Officer: Cmndn’t George Hilbish, (Olympia Det), 
SrVice Cmndn’t John Moysiuk (Olympia Det.), JrVice Cmndn’t Ed Falter (Yakima Det., and JA Shane Inman (Olympia Det.) 
 

(Cont. on Page 6) 

“Your soul may belong to Jesus, but your ass belongs to the Marines.” 
-Eugene B. Sledge, with the Old Breed: at Peleliu and Okinawa 



 

6 

Page 6 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

“Your soul may belong to Jesus, but your ass belongs to the Marines.” 
-Eugene B. Sledge, with the Old Breed: at Peleliu and Okinawa 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Request from Sam Hang, President of OR-1 Chapter WMA… As some of you are aware some of our members and their 
family were near the fire and had to evacuate from their homes.  There are also many friends in the area who were impacted.  
Here’’s how we can help.  We are looking for donations and volunteers for when we are able to go into the towns.  I will 
send out further information about volunteer opportunities and what you can do to help.  Please contact me if you would like 
to volunteer!  Thank you for supporting our chapter in this!  For donations, please have people write checks out to OR1Lady 
Marine Rose Marygene Smith, 707 SE 208th Ave Gresham, OR, 97030.  Semper Fidelis, Sam Hang, PresidentOR-1 Lady Ma-
rine Rose Chapter WMA.  John Stofiel made a motion to donate $300.00 in support of the Fire Victims, 2nd Rex Hopper, 
discussion was brief and motion carried.                 
  

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1. Lewis and Clark Pound will be conducting their growl on Saturday 10 October @ NEW DOG HOUSE:  Kitchen Table 

Café– Evergreen Place, 705 NE 136th Ave, Ste 101, Vancouver, WA 98684.  Kibbles n Bits 0700-0800; NW Division Vice 
Chief and Pack Leader PDD Bonnie Holden will be there to advance two of our eligible PUPS to Devil Dog.  Rex Hopper 
shared that the new Dog House owner is concerned about our meeting there as Saturday is one of their busiest days and 
we need to be aware and not hang around following the Growl—-      
   

2. Local M4L Rep Alex J “Thor” Runyan USMCR 410-703-5827  alexrunyan@comcast.net Network:  Vetwork PDX - 
https://www.vetworkpdx.com/ He will be being relieved of his duties in the near future and I will update all.   
   

3. Corps birthday balls will be limited by COVID-19:  CMC Gen David Berger Cancels his ball at the Hilton in Washington 
but shared that “This decision applies only to the Commandant’s birthday ball, Commanders throughout the Marine 
Corps have the ability to decide on their own birthday celebrations, within local guidelines and while following mitigation 
measures.  Marine forces Reserve has cancelled all MC Balls.  SgtMaj of the Corps comments:  NOTE:  RS Portland has 
acquiesced to not having a formal Ball.  “The celebrations face new restrictions.  Despite the grandeur of the more formal 
occasions that we are used to, the only traditions that we must uphold as Marines are to hold a formation, conduct a 
cake cutting, recognize the oldest and youngest Marine, and to read General Lejeune’s Birthday Message.  The Detach-
ment will hold our Annual Birthday party on the evening of Tuesday 10 November more information to follow. 
               

CLOSING CEREMONY:  Appropriate. 

 

 

OUR NEXT DETACHMENT GATHERING IS ON FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER 1700 
DINNER/1830 MEETING. 

 

 
MEETING RAFFLE:   $100.00; Rob Berry received $60.00; Detachment Coffers received $40.00  Thank you for the tremen-
dous support.  If you would like to contribute raffle items please feel free to join in.     
  

IN ATTENDANCE: 21 
David Ball, Bob Bean, Eddie Bogle, Lynn Bolte, Ron Brandon, Mike Cherney, Toby Clairmont, Frank Cooley, Paul Haber, Bill 
Hauser, Rex Hopper, John Hudson, George LaFrazia, Henry Lasch, Devin Lewis, Jim Renton, Alan Schmeits, Steve Slegers, 
Chad Spahr, John Stofiel, and Pete Thornton,         
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Marine Commandant Wants Answers on Why Women 
and Minorities Decline to Seek Command 

By: Gina Harkins, Military.com 
              
      
 

 Women and people of color take themselves out of the 
running for Marine command screening boards "at a much higher 
rate" than white men, the service's top officer said this week, 
leaving the Corps with less diversity in its leaders   
 The Marine Corps has work to do when it comes to 
building diversity in its top ranks, Commandant Gen. David Ber-
ger said Thursday. That means not only looking at what happens 
during promotion selection boards, but also how the service can 
build its pool of eligible officers who can lead battalions or 
squadrons, so commanders are more representative of their 
units.       
 "Women and minorities tend to remove, by request, 

from command boards," Berger said during a virtual Women in Defense Leadership Symposium. "... You're allowed 
the opportunity to write a letter and say, 'Please don't consider me,' because of family reasons or whatever. Wom-
en and minorities asked not to be considered at a much higher rate than their white male counterparts."  
 Berger's comments follow a military-wide effort to rid the ranks of policies that leave some at a disad-
vantage. The Marine Corps recently ended its longstanding policy of requiring photos for promotion and selection 
boards, following a Defense Department-wide directive to do so.      
 Each branch has also been ordered to review grooming standards for racial bias and update any policies that 
could lead to pregnancy-related discrimination.          
 When it comes to Marine Corps promotion and selection boards, Berger said data shows women and mi-
nority officers are not facing a disadvantage. Selection rates for those groups, he said, are "roughly the same as the 
percentage of female and minority applicants being considered."       
 But that's not the whole story, he added, because the problem isn't that women and minorities aren't get-
ting promoted or selected for command -- they're opting out of the process.     
 Female and minority officers tend to retire or resign their commissions at lower ranks than white men, Ber-
ger said. Many female Marines still feel the need to choose between their military careers and having a family. And a 
lot of minority officers are mustangs, meaning they're prior-enlisted Marines who already served several years, earn-
ing their commissions through what's known as MECEP, the Marine Corps Enlisted Commissioning Education Pro-
gram "That means that they're going to be older than their counterparts at every grade," Berger said. "So, they 
retire as captains and majors, and they don't get to be lieutenant colonels and colonels."    
 But that's not the only problem affecting diversity in the ranks. The New York Times recently profiled Col. 
Anthony Henderson, a Black officer with several combat tours, leadership experience, and a letter of recommenda-
tion from the former Navy secretary who's been passed over three times for promotion to one-star.  
 As retired Gunnery Sgt. Milton Whitfield Sr., according to the Times, said, "Tony Henderson has done eve-
rything you could do in the Marines except get a hand salute from Jesus Christ himself." But the colonel still hasn't 
made brigadier general             
 Berger acknowledged on Thursday that the Marine Corps has done "a really poor job" of explaining why it needs a 
more diverse force. Too often, he said, it's based on ambiguous studies that point to more diverse organizations producing  
better outcomes.             
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IF I CHARGE, FOLLOW ME - IF I RETREAT, KILL ME - IF I DIE,                                            
         REVENGE ME.           

-US MARINE CORPS- 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826,  
DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Elks Lodge #823 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.  Vancouver, WA  98683-5203  
 

 
 

Our next meeting of the Marine Corps League, Columbia  River 
Detachment will be Friday October 16th 2020 at the  

American Legion, Smith-Reynolds Post 14,  
4607 NE St. James Road, Vancouver, WA 98663 

Dinner 1700 
Business Meeting - 1830 
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Commandant of the Marine Corps Wants Answers             
(Cont. from page 5) 

"It comes across as sounding sort of politically correct, which is never going to sink in deeply," he said. 

 Marines need to see the tactical benefits, he said. If a squad that looks and thinks alike is sent 
into the fray, they're going to walk right into a minefield before they even realize it. 

 "We're much more powerful when we have different people looking at the same issue from     
different perspectives," Berger said. "We're going to come up with better tactical solutions, but we have 
to be able to explain that. I also firmly believe that war is going to get only more complex, so we're going 
to need a diverse force to solve the problems that are in front of us." 

 Right now, the Marine Corps has a blind spot when it comes to minority and female officers who 
opt to leave the service. 

 "We didn't ask ... 'Why did you remove your name from contention? Why did you pull your name 
out of the hat?' to get at the root cause of the problem," Berger said. "I don't have the answers today, but 
I'm telling you now we are surveying everybody who gets out of the Corps to find out why they're      
leaving." 

 "We have to understand," the commandant added. "To really manage our talent, we have to   
understand why so many Marines -- with all that experience and all that competency -- why are they 
leaving the service?" 

The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the    
Marine Breed 

 

 

 Get Your Flu Shot! 
 

An annual flu vaccination is an important step to battle Influenza 
during the coronavirus pandemic. The VA has many options for you 
to receive a flu vaccine and also some new options for Veterans to 
get vaccinated for free at a local pharmacy or urgent care/walk-in 

care clinics near you! 
 

Veterans enrolled in VA health care may receive their flu shots,  
free-of-charge.  Please bring your Veteran's ID card with you. 

 

VA PORTLAND 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM UPDATE  
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 The Marine Corps is offering    
Raiders with at least 20 years of service 
up to $50,000 for agreeing to stay extra 
years, according to an administrative   
message published Tuesday. 
 The goal of the bonus is to keep 
Marines with the 0372 critical skills      
operator military occupational specialty, 
or MOS, to stay in the Corps despite    
being eligible for retirement, a spokes-
woman for the Marine Corps said.  
 “This incentive is to maintain retirement eligible 0372s at healthy inventory level,” 
Yvonne Carlock said in an emailed statement.  “Their appeal outside of the Marine Corps is 
assumed to cause Marines to retire and accept higher paying opportunities elsewhere. 
 The Corps insisted that the bonus does not necessarily indicate it is running low on 
senior enlisted Raiders, but simply shows “a strong desire to maintain certain skills.” 
 But in 2018 there was a nearly 11 percent manpower shortage across the elite Ma-
rine Raider units, and the American commandos needed to grow by an additional 368 Ma-
rines to hit their approved end-strength goal of 3,110, said Maj. Nick Mannweiler, then a 
spokesman for MARSOC.  The Marine Corps has not given current numbers to the Marine 
Corps Times.  
 Earlier in 2020 MARSOC announced a consolidation of its units at Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina.  The consolidation, which started in fall 2019, will see roughly 900 Marines, 
sailors and civilian employees with the 1st Marine Raider Battalion and 1st Marine Raider 
Support Battalion, both located at Camp Pendleton, California, join the rest of the Raider 
community out east, Marine Corps Times previously reported.     
  It takes time to create a Raider.      

Corps offers up to $50K bonuses for Raiders in retirement 
range, says there is no shortage 

By - Philip Athey, Marine Times 

LEADERSHIP 
“They say “you can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make him drink.:“ 

In the Marine Corps, you can make that horse wish to hell he had. 
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 U.S. Marine firefighters arrived on scene 
to support firefighting efforts for the Slink Fire 
near Coleville, California, September 4. 
 The Marines, Crash Fire Rescue personnel 
with Marine Wing Support  Squadron 373, 3rd   
Marine Aircraft Wing, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, joined the  interagency firefighting force 
that has been battling the Slink Fire since it 
started August 29.     
 “The Interagency requested support from 
the DoD for Crash Fire Rescue because of the  
increased number of aircraft supporting the fire 

moving toward the base,” said Col. Daniel Wittnam, Commanding Officer, MCMWTC. 
 The Interagency includes firefighters from multiple state fire departments, the U.S.  
Forest Service, and Bureau of Land Management, with whom Marines from MCMWTC 
are   integrated to battle the over 16,000 acre fire that is threatening training areas on the 
base that are important for Marine Corps Service Level Training.  Anderson said that     
assisting all the agencies involved, the aircrews from around the country, and to help the 
efforts to get the Slink Fire contained and extinguished was a satisfying mission.  
 The Crash Fire Rescue detachment is integrated with the Aviation Operations      
Element of the Interagency responding to the Slink Fire operating in an improvised  air-
field, utilizing two P-19R firetrucks operated by eight Marines.         
 “We’re supporting their landing zone… operations in and out,” said  Anderson. 
“That… involves having a crew on standby in case there’s any type of incident, fuel spill, 
hard landing, medical incident that happens within this LZ that we can  respond to       
immediately.”           
 The training areas threatened by the Slink Fire are used for multiple       
mountaineering and cold weather warfare focused courses for Marines, sailors and  other 
U.S. and partner  nation service members.       
 The primary exercise conducted on the MWTC is Mountain Exercise, a part of a 
larger exercise facilitated by Marine Air Ground Task Force Training  Command out of 
Twentynine Palms, California called Service Level Training Exercise.   
 The exercise includes multiple events including Integrated Training Exercise – and 
the newest addition – Marine Corps Air Ground Task Force Warfighting Exercise. MWX 
is a   modernized, force-on-force event that utilizes the vast Mojave Desert training 
grounds at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms,  California. 
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U.S. MARINE CRASH FIRE RESCUE JOINS SLINK FIRE BATTLE  

From Sgt Grit News, September 11, 2020 Issue 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  people living by 
themselves.  

Sadly, research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary member 
has the opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! Most of 
our members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a former Marine.  You’re a Marine, 
just in a different uniform and you’re in a different phase of your life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you 
went to  Parris Island. San Diego or the hills of Quantico. There’s no such thing as a former Marine.  
      

General James F. Amos, 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

John F. Russell     08/21/2008 

David W. Tanner Sr.    09/01/2003  

Leonard P. (Stoney) Stonich   09/01/2008 

George Pobi     09/02/1992 

Ronnie F. Brandon    09/02/2002 

Andrew P. Didier    09/05/1998   

Charles A. Leidy    09/05/1999 

Robert J. Rector    09/05/1992 

Mike B. Pettet     09/05/2000 

Steven Slegers     09/14/1992 

John F. Stofiel     09/28/1992 

Zachary B. Banks    09/20/2007 

Lynn A. Bolte     09/28/1992 

Michael R. Lehnert    09/28/1992 

Nona H. Mallicoat    09/28/1992 

Philip E. Ruhmshottel    09/28/1992 

Lee Dickson     09/29/2008 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for Aug/Sept 2020   
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
TBD            MCLA Meeting, TBA 
18 Sept  Marine Corps League Business Mtg,  American Legion , Smith-Reynolds Post 14             
10 Oct            Devil Dogs Growl, Kitchen Table Café, 705 NE 136th Ave, Vancouver                 

 

John J. Posey   08/01/1950 
Roger Rueckert   08/02/1942 
Michael C. Mannell  09/06/1953 
Harold G. Westby  09/08/1936 
Michael B. Wilson  09/09/1945 
James R. Kenney   09/12/1946 
Charles G. Solomon  08/13/1941 
Kurt J. Kurandt   09/15/1961 
William R. (Bill) Arnett 09/17/1953 
John A. Murphy   09/18/1944 
William A. (Bill) Destefano 09/21/1959 
George Pobi   09/24/1958 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

Pete Thornton - 2018-2019 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they  

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

Aug/Sept 2020 BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Don’t you forget that you're Marines - First Marines!  Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 
-Col. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 
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FREE TRAINING FOR VETERANS AND SPOUSES WITH NPower 

These days – for various reasons – we spend so much of our time on the internet. Now more than ever, we 
rely on the internet to catch up on news, shop, and even play virtual gaming.   

Now, Veterans and their families can be a part of shaping the online experience with free, virtual training and 
certification in technology and digital skills, offered by N-Power.  

The U.S. is the world’s largest technology market. With the fastest growing economic sector and many job 
opportunities in these areas, there’s never been a better time to gain the skills for a more secure future.      
N-Power’s free, virtual training and certifications are offered in tech fundamentals, cybersecurity, cloud    
computing, and coding. 

Navy Veteran Anthony Shaw used N-Power’s training and internship program to help lift    
himself from homelessness, and now is an IT Project Manager. “I absolutely love what I do, 
and am grateful for this opportunity [with N-Power].”  

What to expect   
Veterans and their spouses simply apply online for any of these training courses. They can then speak to 
an N-Power team member, attend a virtual information session to ask any questions, participate in a virtual 
interview, and start classes to launch their IT career.   

After 16 weeks of intensive hands-on technical and soft-skills training, students are placed in a 7-
week paid internship with top corporations and nonprofits for on-the-job experience. Veterans and spouses 
can also benefit from N-Power’s mentoring, employment readiness workshops, and job placement assis-
tance.  

Army Veteran Raymond R. also took a chance on being all he could be and, after training and 
interning through NPower, is now an Infrastructure Delivery Manager with a large company. “I 
can honestly say that the reason I’m here is because of the training and mentorship I received 
from N-Power.”   
As an N-Power alumni, Veterans can access a growing network in technology, as well as advanced             
programs, professional workshops, panel events, and can even give back to the community as a guest lec-
turer, mentor, or N-Power ambassador.          

 

“They (Women Marines) don’t have a nickname, and they don’t need one.  
They get their basic training in a Marine atmosphere, at a Marine Post.  They  
  inherit the traditions of the Marines.  They are Marines.”  

   

Lieutenant General Thomas Holcomb, USMC 1943 
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CLARK COUNTY VETERANS ASSISTANCE 
CENTER 

Their Mission - The Clark County Veterans Assistance Centers (CCVAC) mission is 
to provide a welcoming and safe environment with the goal of assisting Veterans and 
their families in obtaining benefits, services and resources to meet their basic needs.  
CCVAC strives to support the reintegration of male and female military veterans into 
the community. 

 Services provided to homeless Veterans include: 

 Financial aid through the Veterans Assistance Fund 

 Assistance with VA claims and benefits 

 Free clothing for Veterans in need 

 Free food for hungry Veterans in need 

 Free hygiene items 

 Outdoor equipment for homeless Veterans: backpacks, sleeping bags, etc.  

Additional Assistance in Locating 

 Employment 

 Housing 

 Medical and dental care 

 and, much more… 

The CCVAC is located at 2505 Columbia Street, Vancouver, WA 98660                    
If you would like to assist them you can visit the center or contact them at: 

360-693-7030 

Monday thru Friday 0800 to 1630 
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 New study shows Veterans give VA health care facilities and VA community provider 
network high marks - A recently published study shows Veterans receiving outpatient care from 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) health care facilities or community providers within 
VA’s network are pleased with their experience overall.       
      

 VA dedicates Acadia National Cemetery in Maine - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) today dedicated a new national cemetery in rural Jonesboro, Maine.      
     

 VA’s    Board of Veterans’ Appeals reaches appeal decisions goal early - The U.S.          
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today the Board of Veterans’ Appeals (Board) has 
exceeded its annual goal of issuing 91,500 appeals decisions in fiscal year 2020    
    

 VA’s digital COVID-19 screening for Veterans, employees, aids in low infection rate - 
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today the use of digital screening at VA 
health care facilities and increased telehealth has enabled the department to dramatically increase the 
rate of COVID-19 testing for Veterans and employees.       
                      

 Secretary Wilkie honors President Lincoln’s second inaugural address giving VA its   
mission and motto - Today, Veterans Affairs (VA) Secretary Robert Wilkie dedicated a permanent 
memorial at the Camp Butler National Cemetery in Springfield, IL, celebrating President Lincoln’s 
second inaugural address which gave VA its mission and motto.       
  

 VA rolls out new patient-appointment tool, as part of electronic health record         
modernization transformation - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) launched a new 
appointment scheduling tool Aug. 21 at the VA Central Ohio Healthcare System to make medical 
visits more efficient for care providers and Veterans        
  

 VA to award more than 425 grants, $279 million to help prevent and end Veteran 
homelessness - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today it will award more 
than 425 grants to community organizations totaling approximately $279 million under the Grant Per 
Diem (GPD) program            
              

VA IN THE NEWS  
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2020 

News Releases 

Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

Page 16 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 
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 Hell, these are Marines.  Men like them held Guadalcanal and took Iwo Jima.         
Bagdad ain’t Shit. 

Major General John F. Kelly 

Page 17 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

COVID-19 UPDATE FOR WASHINGTON STATE 
DATA AS OF 11:59, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 
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50/50 cotton/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name optional) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

http://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
letter described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 
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NO ONE EVER DROWNED IN SWEAT 
USMC(UNKNOWN) 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Donald H. Cheney  02/38-08/20 
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Jack N. Clark  07/39 - 06/19 

Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  
Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  

Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  
Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 03/29/2020 

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 

Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
Philip Ruhmshottel 03/41 - 03/20  

       David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/                   
Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  

William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  
Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

 
Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 

quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

Page 19 The Eagle, Globe and Anchor 

 



NAME, MEMBER NUMBER 
 STREET ADDRESS 

PLACE  
POSTAGE 

HERE 

This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the Month 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on the 

third Friday of each month at the American Legion, Smith-
Reynolds Post 14  

Dinner 1700, League Business Meeting 1800 
 

(4607 NE St. James Road,  Vancouver, WA 98663)  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
American Legion, Smith-Reynolds Post 14 

4607 NE St. Johns Road 
Vancouver WA.  98663 

9 Aug 1781 Partially dismasted by a storm, Trumbull and her Marines are defeated by the British frigate Iris off the Delaware Capes. 

3 Aug1804 As the U.S. squadron bombards the forts at Tripoli Harbor, four gunboats under the command of Captain Stephen       
Decatur attack 11 Tripolitan boats.  In close quarters fighting with muskets and cutlasses, the Americans capture           
three of the boats and inflict nearly 100 casualties among the  enemy at a cost of one dead (Decatur’s brother) and         
three wounded. 

24 Aug 1814 Captain Samuel Miller’s force of 103 Marines and Barney’s sailors beat back three British assaults during the           closing 
stages of the Battle of Bladensburg in Maryland.  The British subsequently occupy and burn Washington, D.C. 

23 Aug 1862 Brooklyn Navy Yare Marines quell a drunken riot among Army recruits in the city. 

12 Aug1898 Marines from steamship Mohican and cruiser Philadelphia (C-4) participate in ceremonies at Honolulu marking the            
annexation of the Hawaiian Islands by treaty signed on 7 July. 

6 Aug1943 The major elements of 9th Defense Battalion begin moving from Rendova Island to the Munda Airfield area to               
protect the newly captured landing strip. 

15 Sept 1944 Based on input from Admiral Halsey and General MacArthur, the JCS ordered MacArthur to forego his scheduled              
15 Nov invasion of Mindanao and instead attack Leyte in the central Philippines  by mid October. 

6 Sept 1945 Nearly all elements of the Fleet Marine Landing Force have been relieved of occupation duties and returned to their ships.  
The 4th Marines parades for 120 former members of the regiment who had survived Japanese imprisonment since the fall of 
Corregidor. 

9 Sept 1948 Kim II-sung, a former member of the Soviet Army during World War II, proclaims the establishment of the Communist 
People’s Democratic Republic in North Korea. 

15 Sept 1950 In the morning. 3/5 lands on Wolmi-do Island in the harbor of Inchon and seizes it against light opposition.                      
That afternoon, the remainder of the 5th Marines assault Inchon itself and seize beachheads by nightfall.  

4 Sept 1952 The outpost war flares up with a Chinese attempt to retake Bunker Hill.  Fighting is particularly intense in a                     
subsidiary attack to seize Outpost Bruce.  That Battle is renewed on the following two nights, but the Marines                         

7 Sept 1965 Although the number of volunteer is increasing, the Marine Corps announces it will have to resort                                      
to the draft in January to meet its expanded strength. 

29 Sept 1966 Marine KC-130F transports land 1/3 and an artillery battery of 1/13 at the airfield of Khe Sanh, a special Forces base camp 
southwest of the Rockpile. 

27 Sept 1969 The 3rd Marines terminates a search and clear mission in the area southwest of Con Thien that has been going on since    
17 April.   At  a cost of 95 dead and 450 wounded, their regiment killed 565 enemy.  

  


