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 Today we remember and honor 
the Marines that fought and gave their lives 
on the tiny  volcanic island of Iwo Jima. 
 On February 19, 1946, Marines 
conducted an amphibious landing on Iwo 
Jima. Marines from the 3re, 4th, and 5th 
Marine      Division (along with some sol-
diers)  numbering around 110,000 Ameri-
cans fought against the 20,000 plus Japanese 
defenders who had dug in and fortified the 
island.  Led by General Holland “Howlin 
Mad” Smith, the father of amphibious war-
fare, the Marines fought ferociously to se-
cure the island and the airfields that housed 
Japanese fighters who were intercepting 
American bombers.  If the war was to be won, Iwo Jima had to be taken.  
 On that day Marines proved why America will always want a Marine Corps.  Ameri-
cans will always want a force that looks the enemy in the eye, who can see the bared teeth 
and the ferocity of our worst enemy and deliver the fight to that enemy.  Iwo Jima is almost 
as iconic, if not even more so, that Tun Tavern representing the legacy of the Marine Corps.  
Fighters.  There was no way around it, there was only through it.  Chester Nimitz said of the 
Marines that landed on that day that “Uncommon Valor was a common virtue,” giving cre-
dence to the ferocity and brotherhood that the Marines displayed.   
 `Of all the death and destruction that took place on that island, one symbol of hope 
and perseverance stood proudly above all others.  The flag raising. We could take about the 
two flags that were raised and the controversy spun but the reality is, you could raise Old 
Glory on that mountain ten thousand times and it would still represent the same thing.  The 
United States of America will fight and we will win.  Or as Secretary of the Navy James For-
restal stated: “The raising of that flag on Suribachi means a Marine Corps for the next 500 
years.”  And if there is a Marine Corps for the next 500 years, that means the   United States 
of America exists, as well.        
 As time races by, ever accelerating to a future unknown, let us look back on this 
day. February 19, and remember that men from all walks of life, lived and died for    one an-
other on a little known volcanic rock in the Pacific Ocean,      
  

    Semper Fidelis, Marines! 

Columbia River Detachment #826 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Remembering Iwo Jima on the anniversary of the WWII            
        amphibious landing   

 By:  John Fannin, American Grit 
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Greetings Marines,    
              If you missed the last meeting you missed a good presentation by a              
Hospice representative.  You can read more about it later in this newsletter.                                                                               
 We are finishing up plans for our annual Officer Installation and Awards     
dinner.   Location will be at the American Legion Post 14 again.  Just have to agree 
on a  menu and pricing.  Our Department Commandant Bonnie Holden will be   
joining us this year.        
 With that in mind we are looking for new Officers for the Detachment.    
It’s your chance to step up and add your talents to the Detachment leadership.  If 
you are interested in any position and have questions, contact myself or our     
Adjutant (John Stofiel).  We will be voting in our new slate of Officers for  the 
coming year at the April meeting and then installing them in May.  If you know  of 
members who you think deserves recognition for something that they have   done, 
write down their name and what they have done and submit it to the  Detachment 
Adjutant by the end of April for recognition.       
 The Lewis and Clark Young Marines are in need  of a new home for meet-
ings.  They are a 501C3 non-profit youth organization for boys and girls ages        
8 - 18.  They meet every other Saturday and all Thursday evening and have been 
serving the youth of SW Washington since 2002 and last  year   provided out  
community with nearly 10,000 hours of community service.    They currently have 5100 square feet of drill space, but will 
consider all offers.  If you have a facility you feel might meet their needs please contact them right away by commenting or 
emailing them at - ADMIN@LCYM.ORG.  

 

 We have some upcoming Marine Corps League events to look forward to;  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                       
   
   
   
   

 

 

 

 
Also locally CMAC’s “Our Community Salutes”.  Honoring youth going into military service.  Heritage High School, April 
25th at 6:30pm.  Open to the public.  

 

Semper Fi, 

Bill 

 

    2019 MCL Mid-Winter - Fredericksburg, VA, Feb 28 - March 2, 2019 

 2019 Department Spring Staff Meeting - Yakima - April 5-6, 2019 

 2019 Department Convention - Yakima, June 6-9, 2019 

 2019 MCL National Convention - Billings, MT, August 4-10, 2019 

 2019 NWD Conference - Spokane, September 13-14, 2019, Fairfield Inn 

 2019 Department Fall Staff Meeting - Yakima, October 4-5, 2019 
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Marines take pride in our heritage.  
Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto:  Semper Fidelis,  

and we’re all quick to correct someone when they call us  
soldiers or sailors.  

Columbia River Detachment, #826 
Department of Washington, Marine Corps League 

Elks Lodge #823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98683-5203  

2/14/2019 Guest Speaker ~ HOSPICE 

Ms. Sonjia L. Hauser, RN PeaceHealth Manager.  I have worked for Hospice for 35 years.  I will be sharing about Hospice but 
also want to cover a little bit about palliative care and advance directives.      
             
 Hospice cares for those who have terminally ill diagnosis and have 6 months or less to live.  Our focus is on comfort & 
quality of life.  One of the first things we ask a patient is… What are your goals?  How can we go about making that happen?  
Most of us have small goals to reach and come are relationship goals… I want to make it to my daughter’s graduation, or I want 
to go to Hawaii.  Not all goals are attainable but we work very hard to make them happen.    
            
 Most people affiliate Hospice with Nurses, the 1st point of contact, the main part of our job is to initially get the pain 
under control and then to keep it under control so the real purpose of Hospice can be accomplished.  The work of our Chap-
lains and the Social Workers who help our spiritual being and preparing for our own death.  We strive to help people die not 
only peacefully but also in peace.  They are lofty goals, but almost always attainable.     
  
 The Hospice program that I am currently managing takes care of about 2500 patients a year.  When we think about the 
families involved I would be surprised if anyone said they did not know about Hospice.  We serve about 550-600 patients a year 
at the Ray Hickey Hospice House and then we serve a couple thousand in their homes.  Home could be their own home, and 
adult care center, nursing home, and it might even be their car (homeless).  If you know anybody, an acquaintance, family mem-
ber if you know of anybody that could use support you can call us and we will follow up with that person, of course they would 
have to be willing to accept that      support .         
      
 Another program we operate is Palliative Care.  What is Palliative Care?  It is basically a pre-hospice program when 
patients may have a serious, what could be a terminal illness but do not qualify for 6 months or less hospice care and may have 
up to 3 years or less.  Palliative care is like a bridge, people need help in the last years of their life having to deal with a lot of 
medical decisions and medical problems.  The #1 problem that is shared has to do with social support, care in the home, some-
one to watch out for them.  Palliative care will call people, visit with them in their homes, and provide advice/suggestions.  We 
have an amazing population in the country of folks who do not have family in the area and we reach out to them.  We do not 
charge, it is funded partially by the hospice program and donations.  The Vancouver Clinic has their  own program, is a little 
more expansive and you have to be a Vancouver Clinic patient to be with their program.    
      
 We also have a huge bereavement program.  You do not have to be on hospice, it is open to the entire community.  
We have folks who will work with families, one on one, in support groups, in the home and we have a huge program for chil-
dren (Stepping Stone).  We assist any age from 3 years, up.  We have multiple programs/    activities, camps focus is on FUN 
because kids do not know they are doing a grievance treatment.  A lot of open talking about death and dying.  
              
 Advance Directives - we can treat so many things for so long and we think all we have to do is go to the hospital and 
we will be taken care of.  People do not plan for what they want, they do not talk with their families about what their feelings 
and desires are with end of life decisions.  I am telling you a short story about why I am     
        
      (continued on pg. 4)      
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 Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

so passionate about Advance Directives… We has a referral from the hospital to take a patient, a young woman maybe Ad-
vance directives   - we can treat so many things for so long and we think all we have to do is go to the hospital and we will be 
taken care of.  People do not plan for what they want, they do not talk with their families about what their feelings and desires 
are with end  of life decisions.  I am telling you a short story about why I am so passionate about Advance Directives… We has 
a referral from the hospital to take a patient, a young woman maybe 60-62 and she was not expected to survive.  She had three 
children, all sons and they had never had a discussion with Mom about what her beliefs or wished would be.  We asked the 
Sons… What do you want to do?  At this point we are talking about tube feeding, a nursing home and life in a bed or we can 
withdraw support.  Two of the wanted to withdraw support and one son did not.  In Washington all children have to agree or 
we go to court to get a guardian to make the decision for them.  We ended up with a guardian and that person after talking to 
the doctor and hearing from the two who wanted to withdraw support and one who did not want to do that.  The guardian 
decided that they would withdraw support and put her on hospice.  This was great for two of the sons, but for one not so good 
for the 3rd.  It was not great for my nurses during her hospice care as the one son would come in to visit his Mom and would 
refer to the staff as murderers.  Five days later Mom opened her eyes and looked around, she could not talk, and she refused 
any kind of fluids, mouth dare.  We did not know if she had knowledge of what she was doing,  New we have a different scenar-
io, we now have 2 sons that want everything done and on who still wants all withdrawn, and we now have a court ordered 
withdraw care.  I could not  do a thing against the orders I had from the court ordered guardian.  So now we have to go back 
to court, ultimately the judge said to stay the course.  It took her 2 full weeks before she passed.  The whole time two sons 
grieving in horrible pain and referring to us as murderers and horrible people.  This is what happens when you  do not know 
what your loved one wants and have not made arrangements in advance; if you do not have the discussion.  
   

 There are certain people that can make decisions for you… Spouse, Adult Children, Parents. Siblings, and then Grand-
children… if more than one they have to all agree or we end up in court.       
        

 I would ask you to determine who would make decisions for you, if you are unable to do so.  I have brought two 
forms;  one is a “Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care” this is a simple form where you would name a person who will 
make the decision for you.  This does not need to be notarized, there is a place for it to be notarized in the event you would 
prefer to do so.  You actually just need tow witness’s verify your decision on the document.    
            

 The form I recommend is “Five Wishes”.  The form can be purchased online $5.00, they can be purchased in bulk if 
the organization wants to support this format.  This document is much more expansive that the other form.  It does have the 
“Power of Attorney” you can fill out, and also has a detailed advanced directive not only what to do I want if I am not expected 
to live but what I want in various conditions of health, allows you to make provisions for financial and business stuff your survi-
vors would need;  bank accounts, credit cards, saving accounts, life insurance policies.  You can fill out your own desires for a 
funeral; I want to be cremated, buried, a party, whatever.        
        

 Where do I put the copies of the document?  Original on file at home; Copies to Person you have named to make the 
decisions on your behalf; Primary Care Doctor/Hospital where they have a case file for you; Provide a copy to family members 
so they are all aware of your preferences with end of life decisions.       
  

 If you desire a copy of the “5 Wishes and/or Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care please contact Adjutant John 
Stofiel at 360-907-5342  jfstofiel@comcast.net.         

  
 VA - We do not take VA Hospital patients.  The only thing that the VA will not do is put them in Hospice Unit     
outside of their own unit here in Vancouver.  They only put a Veteran in their Hospice if they have determined you have only 4 
weeks or less of life.  We are trying to work with them, even if they only use our facilities for overflow...like they do with the 
Nursing Care Facilities.  The VA will cover our hospice in your home and Medicare/Medicade pay 100% for hospice: Tri-Care/
Champus will cover in home hospice care: Kaiser does not connect with our Hospice program:  they do have their own     
Hospice program but you are Medicare//Tricare/Champus you can still choose to use our hospice.   
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Department of Washington 
Marine Corps League 

2019 Annual Convention 
June 6-9, 2019 

Hosted by: Yakima-Kittitas Det. 1055 
Red Lion Hotel Yakima Center 

607 E. Yakima Ave., Yakima, WA 98901 
PH: (509)248-5900   Fax: (509) 575-8975 

1-800-325-4000 
Website: redlion.com/yakimacenter  

Indicate Marine Corps League when calling 
Single/double occupancy: $95.00 + tax 

Reservations must be made prior to May 24 to guarantee a room. 
CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK ADVERTISING 

Feel free to solicit ads from other supporters 

A.  Color/BW inside front or back cover/outside back cover: $50.00 
B.  Full page color: $25.00  

C.  Full page black and white: $15.00 
D. ½ page black and white: $10.00       

E.  E. Business card: $5.00 
 F. Honor supporter: (name and title listed on “Honored Supporter Roster”) $3.00  

                                                                     SATURDAY LUNCHEON 

Mexican Fiesta included with the banquet meal price 

  

    RV parking is allowed in the parking lot    
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Department of Washington 
2019 CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM 

(Please print legibly) 

Registration and fees are due by 6 May, 2019 

NAME:         TITLE:       
NAME:         TITLE:       

This is how your information will appear on your convention badge 

DETACHMENT/NUMBER: COLUMBIA RIVER #826    

AUXILIARY UNIT/NUMBER: COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT #398    

Hotel Confirmation #            Arrival Date:     

Detachment Delegate      Alternate    

Registration fee    #     ($10.00 per person) $    

Late Registration   #   ($20.00 per person) $    

Convention Ad      #   (Circle: A B C D E F) $    

Color/BW inside front or back cover/outside back cover: $50.00 
Full page color: $25.00         
Full page black and white: $15.00 
½ page black and white: $10.00 
Business card size: $5.00 
Honored supporter: (name and title listed on “Honored Supporter Roster”) $3.00 
 
Ads are due by 6 May, 2019 and will be posted in the Convention Program Book upon receipt of check/money order by the Paymaster.   All 

artwork for the convention book should be emailed to Ed Falter:  1142tech@gmail.com 

 

The Saturday luncheon and the banquet dinner are included in one price:  $65.00 per person 

Luncheon: #   Mexican Fiesta with cheese Enchiladas  Spicy Tacos Warm corn and flour tortillas 

   Southwest Black bean, Corn and Cilantro Salad Fresh Fruit Spanish Rice   Refried Beans   

             Lettuce, Tomatoes, Shredded Cheddar Cheese and Sour Cream     Chef’s choice dessert 

 
Banquet Dinner: #   Harvest Buffet dinner includes: Char-grilled Salmon filet basted with garlic butter Mustard crusted 
pork loin on apple hazelnut dressing  Garlic mashed potatoes    Medley of Northwest vegetable sauté    Spinach salad with sun-
dried cranberries, grilled pear and bleu cheese vinaigrette    Crisp salad slaw  Fresh fruit with raspberry yogurt sauce  Artisan 
bread and butter    Warm white chocolate bread pudding with brandy sauce and whipped cream   

 
 All served with whipped potatoes, Garden Greens, Fresh seasonal vegetables, rolls and butter 

 

Total enclosed:      $    

 

Make checks payable to:   Yakima-Kittitas Det. 1055-MCL 
       C/O Ed Falter 
       5511 Douglas Dr.  
       Yakima, WA 98908-2323 
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 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT  

Brunch/Meeting, 2 February,2019 

Lisa’s Country Kitchen 

Those attending:  Jeanette Bolte, Patti Kuhar, June Lasch, Chris McDonald, Caroline 
Ruhmshottel, Paulie Stofiel, Karen Wheeler        
               
Patti gave the treasurer’s report.  We took in $25.00 from the sale of Patriotic Bracelets at 
Lisa’s.  There was $100.00 donation from Karen Wheeler.  Karen Baste’ was reimbursed for 
the snacks for Child Protective Services.  Caroline was reimbursed for the purchase of 3 
Patriotic Quilts for the VA patients.  $40.00 was sent to MCLA National HQ Project for   
raffle tickets.  
       

Jeanette passed around a flyer on Operation Little Angel Mid-Winter Project.  The National 
OLA Committee has voted to purchase 5 wardrobes and 5 bed frames for a woman’s   
shelter for pregnant women and their children.  Caroline moved to send OLA $50.00 for 
this cause and it was seconded by Karen.               
              

Doc. William Moorman passed away January 16, 2019.  He was a member of the Marine 
Corps League, Columbia River Detachment.  His wife Margo was a member of our auxiliary 
for a time.             
     

Bibbi Lee notified me that the Volcano A’s Lava Ladies have scheduled another “Sweats for 
Vets” fundraiser for November 2019.  That is wonderful!      
     

There was more discussion about fundraisers.  We need ideas from everyone for          
fundraisers that do not require a lot of work.  Our numbers of active members has     
dwindled for various reasons and we are all aging.  Please help us out.    
         

Our next meeting is March 2, 2019 at 11:00 AM at Lisa’s Country Kitchen. 
                                 
Respectfully submitted,                       
Jeanette Bolte, President  
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COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
ADOPTED SHIRT FOR WEAR AT FUNCTIONS OF  THE DETACHMENT 

50/50 co on/poly preshrunk jersey with stain resistant finish w/Embroidered Logo (name op onal) 
 

The shirt embroidery is done by Excel Designs 6019 NE 109th Ave Vancouver, WA 98662 360 892 8465 

h p://www.exceldesigns.com/ 

Prices are based on a minimum order of 5 shirts per order. Please make your check payable to 
CRD826MCLand Mail to Paymaster John Stofiel 6204 Kansas St Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 indicate by 
le er described below and if w/name indicate spelling of same on the for line of your check and the        
Paymaster.             

JERZEES® - Spot Shield™ 5.6-Ounce Jersey Knit Sport Shirt. 437M 

WITH NAME   A B   C  D 

Shirt  Small thru XL is 12.99     2XL 16.45  3XL 18.83  4XL 21.25 

EGA 09.75 09.75 09.75 09.75 

Name (10 Characters) 07.50 07.50 07.50 07.50 

 30.24 33.70 36.08 38.50 

02.54 02.83 03.03 03.23 WA sales tax is .084 

TOTAL COST: 32.78 36.53 39.11 41.73 
WITHOUT NAME E F G H 

Shirt  
EGA 

Small thru XL is 12.99  
09.75 

2XL 16.45 
09.75  

3XL 18.83 
09.75  

4XL 21.25 
09.75 

 22.74 26.20 28.58 31.00 

WA sales tax is .084 01.91 02.20 02.40 02.60 

TOTAL COST: 24.65 28.40 30.98 33.60 
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Do you know a Former Marine or FMF Corpsman that might  enjoy  

Becoming a member of the Marine Corps League.  Bring them to a meeting  

and lets help them get registered, and active in our Detachment.  

 

Columbia River Detachment Web Site: 
 

https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

and then you size the force and equip the force to accomplish that 

mission without fail.” 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 
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Marine awarded the Silver Star for heroics, ordering troops to fix   
bayonets, 51 years ago in Vietnam 

By: Shawn Snow, Marine Times 

A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a former       
Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different phase of y0ur life.  
But you’ll always be a Marine because you went to Parris Island. Sam Diego or the hills of  
Quantico.  There’s no such thing as a former Marine.       
   General James F. Amos, 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps    

 Retired Marine Major Edward F. Wright 
was awarded the Silver Star Friday February 1st, 
2019 at a ceremony in Portland, Oregon, for his 
battlefield heroics in Vietnam nearly 51 years ago.
  Wright was a second lieutenant as-
signed to 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment on 
August 212, 1967, when he led a platoon-sized 
quick reaction force against an entrenched North 
Vietnamese Force that had just ambushed an Army 
convoy and pinned down a relief unit for his com-
pany commander.    
 According to his award citation, Wright 
organized his platoon and led them on a two-mile 
march toward the ambush point.  As the 
enemy attacked his unit with machine gun fire, 
rockets and grenades, Wright “tenaciously assault-
ed, clearing enemy positions as he advanced,” the 
citation reads.     

 “As the battle came to close combat, he 
rallied his men and ordered them to fix bayonets 
and continued his aggressive assault,” the award 
citation stated.    
 Wright and his platoon were able to rescue 
the ambushed Marines and soldiers.  
 His Silver Star is the latest in a series of 
awards and medal upgrades over the past couple of 
years for Marines who served in the Vietnam War.
 In November 2018, Retired Marine 1st Ser-
geant John J. Lord was awarded the Navy Cross 
for valor in Vietnam.    
 Lord was a sergeant serving with 3rd Bat-
talion, 7th Marines on July 28, 1968, when he 
helped lead his company through a deadly ambush 
after much of his leadership was injured. 

 The now retired First Sergeant originally 
was awarded the Bronze Star for his heroics.  His 
previous Company Commander. Now retired 
Lt.Col Michael Sweeney, pushed an effort to have 
the medal upgraded.    
 And in October 2018, Retired SgtMaj John 
Canley, was awarded the Medal for is actions dur-
ing the battle of Hue City in 1968.  Much like 
lord, Canley’s leadership ws largely incapacitated 
at the outset of the bloody Hue City Fight. 
 Today Retired Major Edward F. Wright 
received a Silver Star for his actions in Vietnam 
over 51 years ago.   

 Wright led his platoon through automatic 
weapons, rockets and grenades before instructing 
his men to fix bayonets for close combat.   
    
       Semper Fidelis, Major Wright 
      
 Canley, then a Gunnery Sergeant, let his 
Alpha Company Marines over several days 
through the harrowing fight in Hue City. 
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Why Join the Marine Corps League and the 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary? 

 When you join 
and/or invite someone 
you know to join the 
Marine Corps League and 
the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more 
than increase our ability 
to help America's veterans 
and their families; you 
could be helping that new 
member live a longer, 
more fulfilling life.  
 In recent years, 
U.S. populations have 
become more solitary, and 
more than a quarter of 
U.S. households are made 
up of  people living by 
themselves.  

 Sadly, research 
has found that 25 
percent of Americans 
said they had no one to 
talk to about important 
matters and social 
isolation may increase a 
persons risk of early 
death  
 The good news is 
that every Marine Corps 
League and Marine 
Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the 
opportunity to help ebb 
the loneliness epidemic! 
Most of our members 
take time to visit those 
veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans 
homes. Our Veterans feel 
loved and appreciated 
when our members visit 
them and feel useful and 
connected.    
 Your involvement 
is key to the success of 
each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary 
Units and our rganization. 
 It takes each and 
every one of us pulling 
together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and 
their families, our 
communities, and our 
country.  

 
Ruth A. Falconbury  03/01/2004 
Donald H. Cheney   03/01/2005 
Charles G. Solomon  03/01/2005 
John A. Murphy   03/02/2003 
George A. Lafrazia   03/05/1994 
Keith D. Fitch   03/05/1997 
Herbert Broussard   03/26/2017 

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for March 2019 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
CRD #826, Marine Corps League Business Meeting/Gathering     March 2019 

Columbia River Detachment, Devil Dog Growl       March 2019 

Marine Corps League Auxiliary Meeting        March 2019 

 PUBLISHER’S  

DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 
Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 John Stofiel Paymaster CRD-MCL 

6204 Kansas Street 

Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON MARINES 

OF THE YEAR  FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

   Bill Hauser    

Some people spend an entire lifetime 
wondering if they  really make a differ-
ence in the world.  But Marines don't 

have that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS WISHES 

Rex E. Hopper  03/04/1935 

Charles A. Leidy 03/04/1947 

Raul Davila 03/12/1931 

James E. Hogan  03/12/1963 

Philip E. Ruhmshottel 03/13/1941 

G. L. “Jerry” Kelly  03/16/1946 

James O. Moen  03/28/1951 

Mike B. Pettet 03/17/1957 

 AT OUR LAST GATHERING WHICH WAS HELD AT THE VANCOUVER ELKS 
LODGE ON 14 FEBRUARY 2019 WE WERE ASKED TO SURVEY OUR MEMBERS AS TO 
THEIR THOUGHTS ON RENAMING OUR DETACHMENT IN HONOR OF OUR 
FOUNDER AND 1ST COMMANDANT WILLIAM “BILL” HILLGAERTNER WHO HAS 
JOINED THE SUPREME COMMANDANT.        
              
 WE ARE REQUESTING THAT EACH MEMBER OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER      
DETACHMENT PLEASE CONTACT OUR COMMANDANT “BILL HAUSER” AT: 
Bhauser1952@msn.com OR 360-608-6672 WITH YOUR FEELINGS OR OPINIONS ON 
THIS ISSUE.              

ALL HANDS - PLEASE NOTE AND PLEASE          
RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
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Doc. Willis Citation Reads 
 

 For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty as Platoon Corps-
man serving with the 3d Battalion, 27th Marines, 5th Marine 
Division, during operations against enemy Japanese forces on 
Iwo Jima, Volcano islands, 28 February 1945.  Constantly im-
periled by artillery and mortar fire from strong and mutually 
supporting pillboxes and caves studding Hill 362, in the enemy 
cross island defense, Willis resolutely administered first aid to 
the many Marines wounded during the furious close-in fighting 
until he himself was struck by shrapnel and was ordered back 
to the battle-aid station.  Without waiting for official medical 
release, he quickly returned to his company and, during a sav-
age hand-to-hand enemy counterattack, daringly advanced to 
the extreme frontlines under mortar and sniper fire to aid a 
Marine lying wounded in a shell hole.  Completely unmindful 
of his own danger as the Japanese intensified their attack, Wil-
lis calmly continued to administer blood plasma to a patient, 
promptly returning the first hostile grenade which landed in 
the shell-hole while he was working and hurling back 7 more 
in quick succession before the ninth exploded in his hand and 
instantly killed him.  By his great personal valor in saving oth-
ers at the sacrifice of his own life, he inspired his companions, 
although terrifically outnumbered, to launch a fiercely deter-
mined attack and repulse the enemy force.  His exceptional 
fortitude and courage in the performance of his duties reflect 
the highest credit upon Willis and the U.S. Naval Service.  He 
gallantly gave his life for his country.   
       
            Harry S. Truman  

John Harlan Willis (10 June 1921—
28 February 1945) was a United 
States Navy Hospital Corpsman  
who was killed in action during 
World War II while serving with a 
Marine Rifle Company.  He was 
posthumously awarded the nations 
highest military decoration for valor, 
the Medal of Honor for heroic ac-
tions “above and beyond the call of 
duty” on February 28th, 1945, during 
the Battle of Iwo Jima.  Willis was 
born on June 10th 1921, in Columbia 

Tennessee.  He graduated from Columbia Central High 
School and enlisted in the U.S. Navy on November 5, 1940.  
 He received his recruit training at Naval Training 
Station Norfolk Naval Hospital,, Portsmouth, Virginia.  In  
March 1941, Willis was promoted to seaman second class and 
was briefly assigned to the Naval  Hospital Parris Island, South 
Carolina, transferring to Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Flori-
da, in the late spring.  In August 1941, he was  promoted to 
hospital apprentice first class and, in  December, to pharma-
cist mate second class in September 1942.  Willis served with 
Naval Operating Base  Units, organizing and training units for 
overseas service.  On July 1, 1943, he was promoted to phar-
macist’s mate first class.  That November, he joined the Train-
ing  Detachment, Field Medical School Battalion, Fleet Marine 
Force (FMF) Training Center at Camp Elliott, San Diego, Cali-
fornia, transferring in early 1944 to Headquarters Company, 
3rd Battalion, 27th Marine Regiment, 5th Marine Division at 
Camp Pendleton, California.                               
 On February 19, 1945, he landed with 3rd Battalion, 
27th Marines on Iwo Jima.  He participated in the battle of 
Iwo Jima as a rifle company platoon corpsman and on 28 Feb-
ruary, while aiding fallen Marines during a fierce action near 
Japanese-held Hill 362, he was wounded by shrapnel and or-
dered back to the battalion aid station.  Disregarding his inju-
ries, Willis returned to the battle area to resume casualty 
assistance.  He was treating a wounded Marine when the ene-
my attacked his position with Hand grenades.  After throwing 
eight grenades back at the enemy, he was killed when a ninth 
grenade exploded in his hand.  For his heroic actions that day 
during the battle, Willis as posthumously awarded the Medal 
of Honor.  Willis, age 23 at his death, was buried at Rose Hill 
Cemetery in his hometown of Columbia, Tennessee. 
      

“Uncommon Valor” 
Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine bat-
tle in history.  Admiral Nimitz’s ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was ap-
plied to the entire Marine Corps in World War II:  “Uncommon valor was a common vir-

Remembering one of our “Devil Docs 
HM2 John Harlan Willis, USNR 
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You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 

 

 

Marine Corps League 
96th Annual 

National Convention 2019 

Please 

Lodging & Venue 
Info. 

 

Lodging and convention 
venue for the 2019 MCL 
National Convention is 
provided by the Billings 
Hotel and Convention 

Center.  Conveniently  lo-
cated just 6 miles from the 
Billings Logan          Inter-
national airport and close 
to lots of great   local eat-
eries and    shopping.  

Activities & Agenda 
 

In addition to a fun filled and 
informative agenda at the 
convention center, we will be 
offering a variety of additional 
activities throughout the   
historic area in and around 
Billings, MT.  Registration for 
some activities throughout 
the historic area in and 
around Billings, MT.          
Registration for some        
activities is limited, so be sure 
to sign up early to get in on 
the best of there unique     
activities for the 2019 Marine  
Corps League National 
Convention.                

Local Attractions 
Ready for a Montana 
style MCL National 
Convention?  Our area is 
jam packed with history 
from the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition to the famous 
Custer Battlefield.  
Billings also has a     
wonderful selection of 
restaurants from fast food 
to fine dining as well as 
some of the top rated  
micro-breweries in the 
country. 
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Don’t you forget that you’re Marines- First Marines! Not all the communists in hell can overrun you! 

—Col Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller, rallying his 1st Marines near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950 

VA IN THE NEWS 
February 2019 

26 February 2019 - Secretary Wilkie testifies that VA will accelerate disability benefits claims processing for 
Purple Heart Medal recipients -Today at a congressional hearing VA Secretary Robert Wilkie announced that effec-
tive in April, the VA will provide priority disability benefits claims processing for the initial claims from discharged com-
bat Veterans who have been awarded the Purple Heart Medal.      
         

Secretary Wilkie announced his decision at a hearing before the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction. Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies.        
                           
“Those who hold the Purple Heart, the Recognition of wounds taken in battle, will now receive priority consideration 
when it comes to claims before the Department of Veterans Affairs,” said Secretary Wilkie.   
                
The Purple Heart recipients are already treated on a priority basis at VA hospitals and are exempted from co-payments 
for their medical care.           
                
The Purple Heart awarded is the oldest U.S. military decoration and is awarded to U.S. service members for wounds 
suffered at the hands of the enemy.  General George Washington awarded the first purple colored heart-shaped badges 
to soldiers who fought in the Continental Army during the American Revolution.  In 1932, it was revived to           
commemorate Washington’s 200th birthday.         
    

21 February 2019 - VA’s proposed rules for Veteran Community care now open for public comment - 
Today the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced the publication beginning tomorrow of a proposed 
regulation in the Federal Register for the new Veterans community care program, including access standards.  The   
proposed regulation would establish new rules for the Veterans community care program required by section of the 
VA Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening  Integrated Outside Networks Act (MISSION Act) of 2018. 
              
19 February 2019 - VA publishes interim final rule on cash-out home loans to further protect Veterans.– 
Washington - Today the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs announced that it has published an interim final rule    
relating to VA-Guaranteed cash-out refinance loans to further protect Veteran Home-loan borrowers from predatory   
lending practices.            
                     
10 February 2019 - Statement on the passing of Congressman Walter B. Jones Jr. of North Carolina - It is 
with great sadness that we mark the passing of Congressman Walter Jones.  For over fifty years Congressman Jones 
and his father tirelessly represented the United States Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune and Cherry Point and thousands 
of Veterans across eastern North Carolina.         
                   
7 February 2019 - VA Launches collaborative training initiative to improve customer service for Veteran 
claims and appeals - Washington - Today the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced the recent start 
of a new partnership with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to improve public health surveillance 
data.             
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The United States Marine Corps, with its fiercely proud tradition of excellence in combat, its hallowed rituals, and its un-
bending code of honor, is part of the fabric of American myth. 

Thomas E. Ricks, Author 

DETACHMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS DUE 

COLUMBIA RIVER DETACHMENT #826 

DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, MCL 

MARINE OF THE YEAR NOMINATION FORM 

YEAR:   2019 
 

Nominations submitted shall not contain the military history of the nominee.  The selection committee of the Marine of the 
Year Society will consider only those actions and deeds done or accomplished since his/her effective date of membership in the 
Marine Corps League.  Nominees must be in good standing with the MCL.      
                     
 Name of Nominee and MCL Membership # (if known):  ____________________________ 

 

Date of nomination:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Date of nominee’s entry into the MCL (of known):  ______________________________________ 

 

Has the nominee ever been nominated for Detachment MOY? (if known): _____________________ 

 

Has the nominee ever been a Detachment MOY?  Number of times:  _________________________ 

 
Elected or Appointed National, Department or Detachment offiecs ever held by the nominee:  ______________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________  

National, Department and Detachment awards earned by the nominee:  _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Write a brief explanation of the reasons you are nominating this member as the Columbia River Detachment Marine of the Year.  List and 
describe in detail any areas where the nominee has shown outstanding effort and/or accomplishments in the areas of community service,  
Veteran’s issues, good of the Order, or any other category you feel should be reviewed by the Marine of the Year Society selection         
committee.  Enter further comments on a separate page.                                                                 
For committee use only   1         2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9         10         11         12 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

    13      14        15       16        17       18       19       20   
              

  Page 2 of 2 Encl (1) April 2007 Rev 8  

                  CRD MOY FORM 01 REVISED 1/2008 

Attached is Our Marine of the year Nomination Form.   
Please nominate in accordance with the form and bring it to the meeting on 14 March or send it to Chairman George     

Lafranzia, 15801 NE 25th Street, Vancouver, WA. 98684-8623,  The MOY Committee will meet following our business                       
meeting, 14 March 2014 and the MOY Award will be presented at the installation dinner in May. 
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 11/29/2018 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12 
Doc. William J.  Moorman 12/25-01/19 

Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  
Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  

Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

 “One of the recurring, heartbreaking sentiments 
was that families felt they had no advocate within the mil-
itary to ensure they had high-quality, affordable housing,” 
he said in a statement.  “That is unacceptable and we 
need to ensure that the chain of command appropriately 
supports these families entrusted to their care.”  
 In response, military officials in recent weeks 
have offered several potential remedies.  Army and Air 
Force officials have promised force-wide housing inspec-
tions in coming months.  Service officials are also looking 
into a possible, “tenant bill of rights”. That would allow 
service members to suspend their rent of their problems 
are not resolved.     
 Sen. Jack Reed, RI said he hopes to force addi-
tional changes with the next hearing.  “Our troops and 
families sacrifice so much, they deserve the very best and 
it is this committee’s duty to find ways to better serve 
them.     

Page 17 

CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

Washington - Congress will reopen its investiga-
tion into substandard military housing next week 
with a hearing demanding solutions from top mili-
tary officials.                
 The civilian and uniformed leaders of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps will tes-
tify before the Senate Armed Services Committee 
on March 7th on “the chain of command’s ac-
countability to provide safe military housing for 
servicemembers.    
 The move comes a few weeks after the 
committee heard from military families and private 
contractors over a host of health and safety issues 
at privatized military housing across the country, 
including mold, lead paint. termites and mice.
 Committee chairman Sen. Jim Inhofe,       
R-Oklahoma called those reports “horrific”. 

Service chiefs to face tough questions  
on military housing failures. 
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

            

Semper Fi, Business Leadership the Marine Corps Way 
By: Dan Carrison & Rob Walsh 

For more than 200 years, the U.S. Marine Corps has been a 
paragon of world-class leadership, excelling in the areas of mo-
tivation, training, and management. Semper Fi -- which since its 
hardcover publication has become a best-selling, business lead-
ership classic -- shows readers how to adapt these proven prac-
tices for their own organizations. Semper Fi goes behind the 
scenes to pinpoint what works for the USMC, showing readers 
how to create a training and management culture that brings 
out the best in all their employees. The book gives readers 
tough, practical tips for: * inspiring individual initiative * reward-
ing hard work * encouraging loyalty * working with limited re-
sources * dealing with change * "leading the troops"" at every 
level of the organization. "This is not," according to Dan Rather, 
"one of those mumbo-jumbo, pseudo-philosophical books on 
leadership. Semper Fi is a book you will actually USE, read, and 
refer to again and again."  
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the  bravery and  sacrifices of our nation’s veterans.  
The Young Marines also strengthens the lives of     
America’s youth by fostering intellectual, moral, and 
physical development.  We give them the tools they 
need to excel by teaching self-confidence, academic 
achievement, honoring our veterans, good           
citizenship, community service, and living a healthy, 
drug-free lifestyle.     
 We currently have 5100 square feet of drill 
space, but will consider all offers.  If you have a facili-
ty you feel might meet our needs, please contact us 
right away.  Please message us, comments or email 
us at:  ADMIN@LCYM.ORG.         
  Our community has always been so incredi-
bly   supportive of our Young Marines and we are 
very appreciative.  PLEASE SHARE Thank You! 
     

The Lewis and Clark Young Marines are looking 
for a new location in Clark County Washington 
that our unit of 100 Young Marines and 30        
dedicated adult staff can call home.  
 We are a 501c3 (EIN #38-2346425) non-
profit    organization for boys and girls, ages 8-18.  
We meet every other Saturday and all Thursday      
evenings.  We have been serving the youth of SW 
Washington since 2002 and last year provided our 
community with nearly 10.000 hours of          
community service.    
 The Young Marines believes in strengthen-
ing our  nation by focusing on the future:  the boys 
and girls who will go on to be leaders, change-
makers, and before all else, good citizens.  We be-
lieve that    self-confidence, academic motivation, 
and a desire to live a healthy, drug-free lifestyle are 
qualities that  can be honed and enhanced through        
programs that  highlight community service and
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Every Marine is, first and foremost, a rifleman.  All other conditions are secondary.    
A. M. Gray 

  
  
  
  
  
  

LEWIS AND CLARK YOUNG MARINES 
NEED OUR HELP 
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Established 18 May 1993 

“Telling the Marine Corps Story” 

Meets the 3rd Monday of ea. month 1100-1200 (Federal Holidays we meet 3rd Tue) 

Navy-Marine Reserve Center 6735 N Basin Ave. Portland, OR 97217-3993 

Mailing address: c/o Treasurer, 840 SW Touchmark Way, #286, Portland, OR 97225-6325 

Board of Directors 

Pres. John Murphy 503-246-8756 murphy2510@msn.com,    VPres. Gary Brannan 503-334-5396 GCBrannan@comcast.net,     

Treasurer Dus n Janes 503-292-3147 dus njo@comcast.net  Mike Howard 503-504-5037 mikeandlynn@clanhoward.com 

Ha e Kelley 971-226-4160 ha ekelley@comcast.net, Jon Haskins 206-930-2731 jon.haskins@comcast.net,  

Gene Shirley 503-246-2952 berts_2@msn.com, LtCol Franklin H. Freeman [Primary] 503-286-5402  Franklin.Freeman@usmc.mil,  

LtCol Ronald Coleman ronald.c.coleman@usmc.mil, Major Mark M. Goebel 503-326-3017  Mark.Goebel@marines.usmc.mil 

APPOINTED: Secretary John Stofiel 360-907-5342 jfstofiel@comcast.net 

 

     MCCC MINUTES OF 19 FEBRUARY 2019 

Opening Ceremony: 1100 Pledge of Allegiance: Led by John Murphy   Guest: None. 

Officers Reports: 

President: John Murphy – No report.  

VPres: Gary Brannan – Noted on 17 January Marine Bill Call (Iwo Jima/Chosen Few Veteran) turned 93 years young & he will be at the         
ceremony in Canby for the reenactment of the Iwo Jima Flag raising by the Lewis & Clark Young Marine Unit. I a ended the Silver Star 
ceremony at 6thESB for 2ndLt Jack Wright Excellent program; a ended the OR-1 Lady Marine Chapter’s Commemora ve Luncheon  
celebra ng the founding of the Woman Marine Women’s Reserves; Visited w/Marine Dick Wiley and he is ok and in good spirits; 13 Feb 
a ended Musician 2nd Class Francis M Dix memorial service & internment at Ft Vancouver Barracks Cemetery He was on the USS       
Oklahoma on 7 Dec. DNA program brought this Sailer home. 6thESB provided rifle honors and as usual they did an outstanding job.  The 
recipient of our Sword is SSgt Lee who is a founda onal leader in the Beaver Bn and consistently exercises his leadership to further   
develop midshipmen morally and physically.  In physical training, he ensures he finishes his run and loops back to mo vate any struggling 
midshipmen.  SSgt Lee is a key member of the Semper Fi Platoon, and works closely with the Marine Officer Instructors to develop    
training plans and exercises that ensure Beaver Bn Marine Op ons are ready for OCS.  Addi onally, SSgt Lee has a wife, who is currently 
an ac ve duty Navy Corpsman, and 2 small children whom he regularly visits in Evere , WA SSgt Lee is always mo vated an meets the 
challenges of NROTC, and assists the staff daily with the overall development of midshipmen in the Beaver Bn. I a ended the Dept. of 
Oregon MCl midwinter conference in Seaside, OR where I made a presenta on about the MCCC and suppor ng the purchase and  
presenta on of this sword on behalf of the Marines/Corpsmen of Oregon and SW WA.  Joint review is at 1000 with a Ceremonial pass in 
Review at the Memorial Quad Courtyard, followed by the presenta on of Awards (Sword) at 1300 on 3 May 2019 @ the Lasells Stewart 
Center, Oregon State University. 

Secretary: John Stofiel – Minutes were published and distributed via email to the members. I a ended the OR-1 celebra on of the 76th      
Anniversary of Woman Marine Reserves. We had a good me. Both Gary and I were recognized publicly for our support of OR-1. 

Treasurer: Dus n Janes – Beginning Bal. 1502.73 +100.00, 0 expenditures = Ending bal. 1602.73.  Line Items: NROTC Sword $331.55 and    
Birthday Ball/Family Day $300.00. Will be filing an IRS 990 and with the OR Secretary of State non-profit $50.00 annual fee. 

Commi ee Reports: 

MCCC Historian/Museum:  Mike Howard – I just returned from some me in Israel where I was a guest of  General Aten Jador and Avidor 
Kahlani who got us our bulldozers for Iraq. I did not have to pay for a meal they took us all over Israel on tour.  Gen Kahlani was my hero 
when I was a young Capt. he was the guy who held the center of the line, their unit was Bn 077 177 centurion tanks held off 1,540 Syrian 
tanks for 4 days un l they could mobilize their reserves. The Israeli Armed Forces is heavily dependent upon their reserves. The Syrians 
were hoping they could go down the Golan Heights and take all of Galilee before the Israelis could mobilize. The Gen received the Medal 
of Valor (Congressional Medal of Honor) for holding the line. Two excellent books wri en by gen Avidor Kahlani – Warriors Way (1987) 
and Heights of Courage (1975) 
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 ODVA Advisory Commi ee: Jay Lillie – Absent. Emailed - The legislature has submi ed a number of bills with es to Veterans. The review 
process will take us through spring. So far I see nothing earth shaking in importance. ODVA legisla ve assistant provides a weekly 
status of bills available on its web site. I will monitor and report. 

Old Business:  None. 

New Business:  None. 

Organiza onal Reports: (Primary/Alternate) 

INSPECTOR - INSTRUCTOR (I&I) 6TH ESB: LtCol Franklin H Freeman/SgtMaj Larry E Owens – Thanks to all who were able to a end the 
Silver Star presenta on.  We will be doing a commission for a young warrior in May I will get the specifics out later.  We are s ll 
working on Ball venues to be held on 16 Nov and we have several compe ng hotels/conven on center we are considering. No de-
ployed Marines. We do have some of our Marines going to Opera on Red Dagger in Scotland in June. We will also be doing Opera-

on River Assault in TX. Our annual Bn Conference will be held here in Portland @ the Red Lion 22-24 March. 

RECRUITING STATION PORTLAND: CO Maj Mark M. Goebel/SgtMaj Alex J. Leibfried – Absent 

MARINE CORPS ENGINEER ASSOC.: Michael C. Howard/William ‘Bill Ha on – We donated $100.00 to the council for the annual NROTC 
sword purchase. 

OR/COLUMBIA RIVER CHAPTER, 1ST MARDIVASSOC: Jay Lillie/Gene Mosbrucker – In May we will be having a luncheon no date or me 
yet.  Chapter donated $200.00 to the council for the annual NROTC Sword purchase. 

PNW CHAPTER, 3RDMARDIVASSOC: John Murphy – Tomorrow is our monthly mee ng at Hi Rocks 11-1200 Restaurant in Gladstone OR 
all are invited to join with us.   

OREGON CHAPT. CHOSIN FEW ASSOC.: Eugene Shirley – Our Spring banquet is coming up on 7 April 1200 at the Monarch Hotel in Clacka-
mas, OR and you are all invited.  (See a ached flyer)  

OR-1 LADY MARINE ROSE CHAPT-WMA: Ha e H. Kelley/Ruth A. Falconbury – Absent. 

USS OR DET #470 MCL: C. A. ‘Tony’ Rizzu o - We a ended the Dept. of Oregon, MCl, at the Mid-Winter Conference in Seaside Feb 1-3. 
There are no less than three Veteran Memorials in the works currently in Oregon.  The Vietnam War Memorial - Salem Oregon; All 
Wars Memorial - Tuala n Oregon, and the Tyrone S Woods Memorial Park - Oregon City.  This Saturday Feb 23 0930 at the Canby 
Adult Center 1250 S Ivy will be the 24th Anniversary of the Iwo Jima flag raising ceremony. RSVP if you plan to a end and stay for 
Breakfast ($8) 503.266.4527. Next mee ng for USS Oregon, Feb 25 at 1900, Tuala n VFW. All are Welcome. 

COLUMBIA RIVER DET #826 MCL: John F. Stofiel – We are doing well brought in a new member last month.  We had a hospice RN come 
in and share about the program with emphasis on Advanced Direc ves of which most do not plan for. A couple of our members are 
asking that we survey our members about changing the name of our detachment to honor our Founder “William H Hillgaertner”. 

LEWIS & CLARK YOUNG MARINE UNIT: Chris Wright – Absent Email report – Our Unit CO Devin Lewis & his bride announced the birth of 
their 1st child. Kora Brielle on Valen ne’s Day. We are currently looking for a new home as we could not come to an agreement in 
contract w/Elks Lodge in Vancouver. Our See’s candy fundraising adventure is in full swing.  Both the YM’s and the Recruits are 
doing well with it so far. 

MARINE CADETS OF WASHINGTON:  Steven Stanley – On 26 Jan we conducted our annual swim qualifica ons and flag e que e classes; 
Feb 8-9 we had our recruit overnighter to qualify to become cadets in our crucible. A 7 mile obstacle course; Our recruit class of 12 
will graduate on 23 Feb all are invited to a end at Living Hope Church 2533 NE Andresen Rd. Vancouver, WA 98661 from 1330-
1600; We have ongoing fundraisers w/Papa Murphy’s gi  cards and Fort Vancouver Flag project (see a ached flyer) Upcoming 
events will be CPR/1st Aid qualifica ons. 

Good of the Order: (Saved Rounds) 

John Murphy – Perhaps we could extend our mee ng from 1100 to 1300 as we seem to have a problem in fi ng all in to present 
informa on by all of our organiza ons. Should we be concerned about that? 

John Stofiel – I gave some input/concerns I have about each organiza on having enough me to share about their unit and upcom-
ing events. Some of our members tend to get carried away with their reports and sharing, along with others providing input or 
get into telling some story the report reminded them of, ea ng up me of other members in a endance who may cut their 
reports short or just say no report due to our me structure.  We need to improve our me management.   

Next mee ng: 1100-1200 Monday 18 March 2019 

 

R/s John Stofiel,  

Secretary 
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Columbia River Detachment # 826 and Auxiliary Unit # 398 

Our 27th Annual Installa on and Awards Dinner 

 

Commandant William ‘Bill’ Hauser 

Cordially invites all Members & Guests to join with us on 

Thursday 9 May 2019 @ 

The American Legion Smith-Reynolds Post 14 

4607 NE St James Rd Vancouver, Washington 

 

Agenda 

1600-1645 Social hour (no host bar) 

1645-1700 Opening Ceremony 

1700-1800 Dinner 

1800-1900 Auxiliary installa on/Awards 

1900-2000 Detachment installa on/Awards 

2000-2100 party me… 

 

 

The menu includes: 

Baked chicken, with mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetable, salad and roll. $18.00 per plate. 

 

Please send check or Money order made out to CRDMCL mailed by 4 May 2019 

 

To: John Stofiel Adj/Paymaster - 6204 Kansas St. Vancouver, WA 98661-6924 
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NAVY VET’S NEW MISSION:  BUILDING A VETERAN 
FRIENDLY SCHOOL 

There aren’t a lot of black college presidents in the U.S.  Possibly 
even rarer?  Veterans who have climbed to the highest ranks of 
academia.  Miles Davis has done both.   
 The new president of Linfield College is a former Naval 
aviator, who used to scan oceans for hidden submarines during the 
Cold War.  These days, he’s steeling into campus, getting to know 
his students and learning about the perks hat living in Oregon’s 
Willamette Valley has to offer.    
 Davis didn’t set out to break barriers as Linfield’s first black 
president and first veteran president, and he prefers to dwell on it.  
But he’s not blind to the significance of his accomplishments. “It 
means something, quite frankly, for students to see somebody who 
looks like me in he position that I’m in,” he said. The vast ma-
jority of college presidents in the U.S. are white; only 8 percent are 
black according to a recent analysis by the American Council on 
Education.  At   predominantly white institutions, such as Linfield, 
Davis knows of only seven.  He said they all reached out to him 
when he became president last July.   
 The former sailor is also using his military background to 
break precedent.  Before his arrival, Linfield had never celebrated 
Veterans’ Day, so he arranged for F-15s to fly over campus during a 
military-themed football game and invited the school’s two dozen or 
so student veterans to his home for the holidays.  He’s already 
started plans to open a veterans center in the near future. 
 “Being a veteran, there are things that I think about differ-
ently than my friends and colleagues that haven’t been part of that 
experience and don’t have the same identity.  It’s more than about 
“thank you for your service,” he said.   
 Linfield is a small liberal arts college in McMinnville, Ore-
gon, which Davis said proudly, has the only interdisciplinary wine 
studies program in the country.  The school was recognized last 
year as the top small-town school in the West by the Wall Street 
Journal and is also ranked in the top half of liberal arts schools by 
the U.S. News and World Report and Washington Monthly. 
 One of Davis’ goals as president is to recruit more veter-
ans to the school, where he promises to make them feel at ho
 After leaving the military as a petty officer 2nd class in 
1992, Davis held a variety of positions in federal government, mili-
tary contracting and the private sector.  In 2001, he changed course 
again, joining academia so that he could spend more time with his 
children.         
 He is the first college president to come out of The PhD 
Project, an organization that helps minorities attain doctorates in 
business and become professors, according to Linfield’s website.  
His doctorate from George Washington University is in organiza-
tional behavior with a specialty  in chaos theory.  
 One of Davis’ passions is researching faith-based practices, 
interviewing entrepreneurs, which have included prominent figures 
such as Chick-Fil-A founder S. Truett Cathy and Jim Sinegal of Cost-
co, about how religion influences their work, and writing and pre-
senting on his findings all over the world.   

 His own entrepreneurship skills have helped 
him bond  with students along the way—a favorite part 
of his job.  Even in his short tenure at Linfield, he’s al-
ready begun mentoring future entrepreneurs. 
 “I don’t get those college presidents who don’t 
interact with students.  I mean what the heck are you 
doing?” he said.  “It’s the same thing in the military.  A 
general has to go out and get to know the troop’s” 
 That’s one of the main takeaways from his time 
in service - that and the fact that he’s never had to use 
an alarm clock to wake up.   
 Another is service to something bigger than 
one’s self—once his country, and now his school. 
 “You learn to look at others before yourself.  
You learn to think about the mission.  You learn to think 
about a sense of duty, and you treat everybody well be-
cause you need everybody,” he said.  That has shaped my 
life.  I don’t get to be Miles who gets exalted as some 
type of king or something.  My job now is to represent 
the college,  It’s not about representing me.  An that’s 
what we did in the military.”   
 And after all, it’s the Navy that got him where 
he is today.     
 “I was a poor inner-city kid who got to see the 
world because of the United States Navy, and I’m forev-
er grateful, he said.  “I wish that more people had the 
opportunity to be exposed to what the military has to 
offer.  It can set you on a path to a lot of good things.”
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  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

1 February 1777 The Marines transfer to Morristown and assume the role of artillerymen for the remainder of the winter. 

16 February 1804 Navy Lieutenant Stephen Decatur, 52 sailors, and eight Marines (led by Sergeant Solomon Wren use 
Intrepid to enter Tripoli Harbor during the night and burn the USS Philadelphia, which had been captured 
by the Barbary Pirates. 

1 February 1823 The Secretary of the Navy orders the establishment  of a naval station and a Marine Barracks at Key 
West, Florida, to serve as a base for operations against Caribbean pirates. 

7 February 1868 Marines from the South Atlantic Squadron join forces from other powers in landing at Montevideo,  
Uruguay, during a military revolt there.  Uruguayan forces lay down their arms. 

12 February 1874 To assist in preserving order during the inauguration of a new king, Marines from Portsmouth and  
Tuscarora go ashore at Honolulu, Hawaii to protect the Queen. 

8 February 1890 Marines and seamen from steam bark Omaha land at Nodogaya, Japan, to assist local authorities             
in fighting a fire at Kanagawa. 

15 February 1898 The battleship Maine explodes and sinks in the harbor of Havana, Cuba.  Twenty-eight Marines and      
232 sailors die.  Private William Anthony, orderly to the ship’s captain, wins acclaim for calmly reporting 
to his superior below decks and aiding the captain’s movement to the quarterdeck of the sinking ship. 

26 February 1917 1stLt Alfred Cunningham is ordered to organize an Aviation Company for the Advance Base Force in 
Philadelphia. 

14 February 1923 The Marine detachment of Gunboat Asheville (PG-21) lands at Masu Island in China to protect U.S.   
citizens from bandits. 

19 February 1942 The 9th Defense Battalion arrives at Guantanamo Bay to assume responsibility for protecting that base. 

23 February 1945 Elements of the 28th Marines seize the creat of Mr. Suribachi and hoist an American Flag over the sum-
mit.  Soon after, five Marines and a Corpsman replace it with a larger national Ensign.  Joe Rosenthal’s 
photo of this flag raising becomes the symbol for the 7th War Bond drive. 

13 February1957 The Corps takes delivery of its first Sikorsky HUS-1 utility Helicopters, which can carry nearly 6,000 
pounds of cargo or 12 Marines at a speed of 90 knots. 

27 February 1968 A CH-46  is shot down near the base at Khe Sanh, resulting in 22 Marines dead and one wounded. 


