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United States Embassy,  

Bucharest, Romania  

By: Marne Pete Thornton, Det. PAO 

  November 10, 2018, I had the honor of being the ”Guest Speaker” at the 
237th Birthday Celebration and Ball for our “Corps.”  Now I have in the past been the guest   
speaker for other balls, but this one was extremely special for me.  Thanks to the young    
Marine shown on the right and left above and with the concurrence of the Gunny in the cen-
ter, I received the invitation to attend and speak about the history of our Corps and some of 
the experiences during my career.  By the way, the Gunny might look a little familiar to a few 
of you, but more about that later.       
 I arrived in Bucharest on the afternoon of the 8th and was met by the Gunny and one 
of the U.S Embassy drivers.  After a short tour of the area, mainly because of traffic, we    
arrived at the embassy and I was taken on a short and quick tour of the embassy complex.  
Quite an impressive and professional air emitted from everywhere I was taken.  The Embassy 
grounds were immaculately manicured, bushes perfectly trimmed and shaped, no trash      
anywhere in sight.  The Romanian Guards (they man the security check points outside the 
compound) are very sharp, polite, professional and matter of fact until they get to know you, 
at which point everything, though still very professional, is a much more friendly atmosphere.
 Over the next few of days I got to meet many of the members of the embassy staff 
including the ambassador, and have breakfast with the Marines who are charged with guarding 
and securing the embassy compound.  I can honestly say that I don’t believe I have ever, during 
my career or since, met a more dedicated or professional group of young men than these 
“devil dogs.”  It was evident that they take their jobs very seriously and take extreme pride in 
the accomplishment of the mission they have to protect this little piece of ground (about two 
city blocks or maybe a little larger), belonging to the United States of America.  
     

(Continued on Page  4) 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

IMPORTANT— OUR NEXT BUSINESS MEETING WILL BE   
10 January 2019,  AT THE ELKS CLUB, VANCOUVER. 
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Greetings Marines, 
 Thanksgiving is past us, now on-wards to the Christmas holidays and all of 
the craziness that comes with it.  With that being said we will not have a Detachment 
meeting in December.  Our next meeting will be a business meeting next year on 
January 10th 2019.        
 In case you haven’t heard through email, our Adjutant and Paymaster have 
both submitted their resignations.  Marine Stofiel has agreed to step in to fill these 
positions until we can find replacements.  Please consider stepping up to fill one or 
both of them. We are still waiting for information on this years Toys for Tots, toy 
drive.  I have already picked up and placed 10 donation boxes at locations that I 
served last year.  If you have locations that you know want a donation box, let me 
know and we can try to make arrangements to get boxes to you.  For anyone who is 
picking up toys and doesn’t want to drive to Portland, I’ve made arrangements with 
the 20 et 8 bingo parlor to drop toys there, to be delivered to Portland by someone 
else.  More information later.       
 Until our next meeting I wish you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas 
and a safe and happy New Years.          
      S/F  Bill        

 

“The Medal of Honor Medallion will show VA’s       
commitment to ensure all who see the symbol will 
know of the courageous sacrifice of our nation’s       
distinguished service members.”    
 VA operates 136 national cemeteries and 22 
soldiers’ lots and monument sites in 40 states and Puer-
to Rico.  More than 4 Million Americans, including    
Veterans of every war and conflict, are buried in VA’s 
national cemeteries.  VA also provides funding to      
establish, expand, improve and maintain 111 Veterans 
cemeteries in 48 states and territories including tribal 
trust lands, Guam and Saipan.  For Veterans not buried 
in a VA national cemetery, VA provides headstones, 
markers or medallions to commemorate their service. 
    
   

VA Recognizes Vietnam Veteran with first Medal of Honor 
Medallion during Ceremony at Mississippi cemetery 

Washington - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) furnished the first Medal of Honor (MOH) Medal-
lion for the private headstone of PFC Milton L. Olive III, 
a decorated Vietnam-era hero, during a ceremony     
November 1st at West Grove Cemetery in Lexington, 
Mississippi.      
 With the passage of Public Law 1144-315 on 
December 16, 2016, Congress authorized VA’s National 
Cemetery Administration (NCA) to issue, upon request, 
a medallion, headstone or marker signifying a Veteran as 
an MOH recipient who served on or after April 6, 1917, 
and is buried in a private cemetery with a private      
headstone or marker.    
 VA Secretary Robert Wilkie saluted PFC Olive 
for his selfless bravery during a battle in the Vietnam 
Conflict.  “Private First Class Olive was posthumously 
awarded a Medal of Honor for his service during the   
Vietnam War after he heroically used his body to cover 
a grenade to save the life of his fellow soldiers,” Wilkie 
said.    

 



 

3 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 
COLUMBIA RIVER UNIT  

Page 3 

 

No Meeting scheduled this month   
Next meeting in January 

Marines take pride in our heritage. Every Marine knows the Corps’ motto: Semper Fidelis, and we’re all 
quick to correct someone when they call us soldiers or sailors.  

Columbia River Detachment, #826 
Department of Washington, Marine Corps League 

Elks Lodge #823, 11605 SE McGillivray Blvd., Vancouver, WA 98683-5203  

NO MEETING HELD FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

NEXT MEETING—10 JANUARY 2019 

HAVE A FUN AND SAFE HOLIDAY SEASON 

43 YEARS LATER, RETIRED VIETNAM VET RECEIVES NAVY CROSS 
By Cpl Michael Parks, Defense Media Activity 

VANCOUVER, WA - It’s the summer of 
1968 in, Vietnam, a sergeant with Kilo  
company, 3rd  Battalion, 7th Marine      
Regiment was forced into a position he  
never could have imagined.  He had to lead 
his entire company through a deadly enemy 
ambush after the company commander, 
platoon commander and senior enlisted 
leadership were wounded in the fight.  
These were the circumstances that retired 

Marine 1stSgt John J. Lord found himself in during the  
battle of Hue City, nearly half a century ago, during the 
Vietnam War.   Lord was awarded the Navy Cross, the 
nation’s second highest award for combat bravery, during 
a ceremony at a  Marine Corps Birthday Ball celebration 
in Vancouver, Washington November 17, 2018.  The  
Navy Cross award was an upgrade from a Bronze Star 
that Lord received in 1975, seven years after he put   
himself in the cross-hairs of the North Vietnamese Army 
when rescuing his fellow Marines who were wounded. 
 Lord took over command of the entire  company 
and located one of the only working radios.   He then 
started directing air support against the enemy.  
       

 The day immediately following the battle,  now 
retired Lt. Col Michael Sweeney began pushing for Lord 
to be awarded the Navy Cross for his heroism and  
valor during the fight.  Even after the Bronze Star was 
awarded, Sweeney continued to push for the Navy 
Cross.  Finally, 43 years later, Sweeney’s efforts bore 
fruit.  According to the citation, Lord’s actions helped 
turn the tide of the battle.  However, he always stayed 
true to his men and their efforts during the fight.
  “Everything on that citation is true   
except one thing they left off,” Lord said.  “They left off 
the Marines who served with me that day.” 
  Four of his fellow unit members were 
in attendance the night of the ceremony, and stood at 
Lord’s behest to receive a standing ovation from all 
who were in attendance just like they did for Lord just 
moments prior.  Lord proclaimed how honored he was 
to serve with these Marines and how important they 
are to the mission.  “I can only stand here and say how 
proud I am to have served with you Marines — and 
corpsman, I won’t forget you too,” Lord said.  “I am  
honored to call you brothers in arms.”  
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 Any officer can get by on his Sergeants.   

In order to be a Sergeant you have to know your stuff.   

I’d rather be an outstanding Sergeant than just another officer. 

- SgtMaj Daniel Daly 1873-1937- 

237th Marine Corps Birthday & Ball (Continued From Page 1) 

After about a three hour tour of the Embassy it was to the Gunny’s quarters for dinner with his family… and if you haven't   
figured it out yet, an evening of playing and watching TV with my grandchildren, and talking to the Gunny and my Daughter-in-
law.  Grandpa was in heaven, with two little boys and a teenaged grand-daughter all sitting on my lap.  CAN IT GET ANY    
BETTER THAN THAT????   The next morning it was back to the embassy for breakfast with the Marines of the Detachment 
and a question and answer session.  Mostly, what it was like to fight with flintlocks, swords and questions like what were Samuel 
Nicholas and Robert Mullins really like.  But the question they most wanted to know was; did Archibald Henderson really leave a 
sign on the door of his quarters saying, “Going to Florida to fight the Indians”.  No, they wanted to know how things had 
changed over the years since I joined.  So we mostly talked about changes in equipment, tactics, and in the attitude toward    
service.  The questions, I am proud to say, were intelligent, well thought out and I was honored to be sitting there talking to 
these outstanding young men.  If these are any indication of todays Marines we should all be extremely proud of this new      
generation.  I am pleased to report that todays generation of Marines are outstanding and strive every day to make us proud that 
they have the helm.  To the Marines of the Detachment, I am so proud and honored to have been invited to attend and speak at 
your Birthday Ball            

US Embassy Romania, Marine Corps Birthday Ball  
 

 

 

 

 

 
                  

  
  

  
  
  

US  Ambassador to      
Romania  and his lady 
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One day, you’ll get out of the Marine Corps; you’ll put your uniform up, but you’ll never 
not be a Marine. 

       

Devil Dog Fountain,  
Belleau Wood 

 A must when visiting 
Belleau Wood.  Not a part of 
the battle field and privately 
owned by the Duke and his 
family,  It has been given to the 
Corps by the Royal Family.  
 Every Marine that 
visits the field must have a 
drink.  Just a few weeks prior 
to our arrival the Comman-
dant and his Marines of the 
Ceremonial Detail had their 
photo taken drinking from the 
fountain.   
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WREATHS across AMERICA 
Lewis & Clark Youngs Marines (WA0009P) 

Please Help us Remember, and Teach on 12/15/18 by sponsoring a 
Wreath. 

Dec 3rd Deadline! Only a few Days Left and 748 Wreaths To Go!  

As of 11/25/2018, our wreath count was 1252! We would like to thank every person who has sponsored a wreath this 

year and give a big SHOUT OUT to our amazing supporters who have sponsored 10 wreaths or more for our Wreaths 

Across America fundraiser and are proudly listed on our Facebook Wreaths Across America "WALL OF FAME". Those 

added since our last email are shown in bold.  

Help Us Reach Our Goal of 2000 Wreaths  
Lewis & Clark Young Marines, a 501(c)3 nonprofit youth organization in Vancouver, WA, 

is reaching out to our Veteran supporters, business, community leaders and past spon-

sors. We have pledged that this year, no Veterans grave will go unhonored on National 

Wreaths Across America Day, December 15, 2018. That's right, we are committed to sell 

2000 or more wreath sponsorships (only $15 ea.) in order to honor every single Veter-

ans grave at Evergreen Memorial Gardens in Vancouver. All wreaths are delivered to the 

cemetery. 

If everyone reading this sponsors only 1 wreath for $15, our goal 
will be met!  
Wreaths are $15 each and delivered directly to the cemetery. You can sponsor 1, 5, 10, 20, 50 or 100 wreaths or more 

directly on the Lewis & Clark Wreaths Across America donation page or send a check to:  

Lewis & Clark Young Marines 
11605 SE McGillivray Blvd 
Vancouver, WA 98683               
501(c)3 Fed EIN #38-2346425 

Be sure to let us know it's for Wreaths Across America and include your email address so we can thank you and let you 

know we received it.   

You can learn more about Lewis & Clark Young Marines on our website and our facebook page.  

If you have questions, don't hesitate to email us at WAA@LCYM.ORG 

Thank you again for your support!  

Debbie J. Crawford 
Wreaths Across America Coordinator, L&CYM 
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Red Cross Heroes Breakfast 2019: Nomina ons Open 
  
Honor people who have exemplified courage, kindness, selflessness and bravery by nomina ng them for a pres-

gious American Red Cross Hero Award. Each year, for more than two decades, the American Red Cross in Ore-
gon and Southwest Washington has recognized individuals who have lived the Red Cross mission to prevent and 
alleviate suffering. Do you know a hero? Has a colleague, neighbor, family member, or student played an instru-
mental role in rescuing someone in danger or saving a life? Have they given of their me and talents in extraor-
dinary ways? Nominate them for their heroic ac ons now! 
  
Nomina ng a Hero is easy.  Go redcross.org/Heroes2019 and click “Nominate a Hero”. 
 
All submissions must be entered by December 15, 2018. The Hero Nominee Selec on Commi ee will choose 
award winners by January 10, 2019. Award winners will be recognized at our 22nd Annual Red Cross Heroes 
Breakfast on March 22, 2019, at the Vancouver Hilton.  
  
Nominate heroes in the following categories: 
  

COMMUNITY HERO is presented to an individual who displayed leadership and commitment to his or her 
community by making a posi ve and significant impact. 

GOOD SAMARITAN HERO is presented to an individual who displayed courage and compassion upon en-
countering unusual, significant or unexpected circumstances. 

FIRST RESPONDER HERO is presented to an individual or group of the public service community (i.e. EMS, 
firefighter, or law enforcement) who went above and beyond the call of duty to save a life. 

GIVE LIFE HERO is presented to an individual whose commitment to blood and platelet dona on played a 
significant role in ensuring the health of pa ents in our local communi es and throughout the country. 

MILITARY HERO is presented to an ac ve, reserve or re red member of the Armed Forces or ROTC or civil-
ian that has made a significant impact on the military community. 

YOUTH GOOD SAMARITAN HERO (Under 21) is presented to an outstanding young person who displayed 
courage and compassion upon encountering an unusual, significant or unexpected incident. 
  

VOLUNTARY SERVICE HERO is presented to an individual who has displayed an exemplary commitment to 
voluntary service resul ng in a significant and posi ve impact in his or her community. 
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WE THE DETACHMENT HAVE A POSITION TO FILL….  
If interested contact John Stofiel or Bill Hauser for info and training. 

DETACHMENT REP ON THE MARINE CORPS 
COORDINATING COUNCIL OF  

OREGON/WASHINGTON  
 

Like us on facebook at:  

https://www.facebook.com/Marine-Corps-League-Columbia-River-Detachment-826 
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“One of the first things I learned in the Marine Corps is that any military 

Mission has to be defined as precisely as you can possibly define it, 

And then you size the force and equipment force to accomplish that 

Mission without fail.” 

 
Lt. Col. John Glenn 
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The WMA OR-1 Chapter invites you to our Annual Holiday Party- 
 

Families are welcome! Sunday, December 9th 12:00- to about 6pm at the Eldorado Club House at 17050 S.W.  
Eldorado Dr., King City, OR.  
 

The party is potluck style (OR1 will be providing the turkey & ham) we are asking for each family to sign up to bring 
a side dish or appe zers, (see the sign sheet below! * There will be cra s, and games for the children 

* We will have a wrapped gi  exchange for adults, it can be male, female or unisex. Bring a wrapped gi  for each 
member in your family that wants to par cipate, up to $10 in value.  And of course, we will have a collec on box for 

Toys 4 Tots, if you would like to donate a new and unwrapped toy we will collect that for you. 
 

*** PLEASE KNOW THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GIFT EXCHANGE SO DONT LET THAT STOP YOU FROM 
ATTENDING. 

 
Please call, text or email Rosy Macias to RSVP 

503-269-7428 semperfigirl75@gmail.com 
 

OR-1 Holiday Potluck 
Appetizers 
Devil Eggs____________  Other ________________ ______________ ____________ 
Potatoes 
Mash Potatoes ___________  Other Potatoes _____________ ______________  
Vegetables 
Green Vegetables ____________ Other Vegetables _____________ _________________ 
Breads 
Regular Bread Rolls ____________  Sweet Bread Rolls ______________ 
Sides 
Stuffing ____________ Green Salad ____________ ____________ other types of Salads ______________ 
_____  
Bake Mac & Cheese ____________  
Desserts  
Pecan Pie__________________ ________________ Pumpkin Pie __________________ ___________________ 
Apple Pie _________________ ________________ Cookies ______________ ________________ 
Whipped Cream _________________ 
 

IF THERE IS SOMETHING THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO BRING AND IS NOT ON THIS LIST PLEASE 
JUST EMAIL ME 

 
 
DIRECTIONS FROM VANCOUVER 
Merge onto I-5 S (Crossing into Oregon). Then 15.44 miles; merge onto SW Pacific Hwy/OR-99W via EXIT 
294 toward Tigard/Newberg.  Then 4.70 miles; turn right onto SW Fischer Rd.  If you are on SW Pacific Hwy 
and reach SW Versailles Rd you've gone about 0.1 miles too far Then 0.38 miles; Turn left onto SW Eldorado 
Dr. SW Eldorado Dr is just past SW 125th Pl If you reach SW Monterey Ln you've gone a little too far Then 
0.03 miles 17050 SW Eldorado Dr, Portland, OR 97224-2069, 17050 SW ELDORADO DR is on the left. 
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"Uncommon Valor"  

Refers to the victories in World War II, especially at Iwo Jima, the largest all-Marine battle 
in history. Admiral Nimitz's ringing epitome of Marine fighting on Iwo Jima was applied to 
the entire Marine Corps in World War II: "Uncommon valor was a common virtue."  

Why Join the Marine Corps League and Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary? 

 When you join and/or 
invite someone you know to 
join the Marine Corps League 
and the Marine Corps League 
Auxiliary, you do more than 
increase our ability to help 
America's Veterans and their 
families; you could be helping 
that new member live a 
longer, more fulfilling life.  
In recent years, U.S. 
populations have become more 
solitary, and more than a 
quarter of U.S. households are 
made up of  people living by 
themselves.  

Sadly, research has found 
that 25 percent of Americans 
said they had no one to talk 
to about important matters 
and social isolation may 
increase a persons risk of 
early death  
The good news is that every 
Marine Corps League and 
Marine Corps League Auxiliary 
member has the opportunity 
to help ebb the loneliness 
epidemic! Most of our 
members take time to visit 
those veterans at VA  

Hospitals and Veterans homes. 
Our Veterans feel loved and 
appreciated when our 
members visit them and feel 
useful and connected.   Your 
involvement is key to the 
success of each one of our 
Detachments, Auxiliary Units 
and our Organization. It takes 
each and every one of us 
pulling together to get the 
important work done of 
serving our Veterans and their 
families, our communities, and 
our country.  
 

  

Samuel P. Grooms 12/05/1992 
 

Henry R. Lasch 12/01/2004 
 

John W. Allison 12/22/2008 
 

Woodrow F. Cooley 12/31/2012
   

Marine Corps League Anniversaries for December 2018 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

   December  2018 NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED THIS MONTH 

HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE HOLIDAY SEASON,  SEE YOU IN JANUARY 

 
 William J Moorman  12/19/1925 

 Bernard B Kendall  12/18/1932 

 Dustin F. Janes   12/27/1934 

 Leonard P Stonich  12/23/1938 

 Robert A. Lyman   12/12/1942 

 Bruce E. Hagensen  12/20/1943 

 Henry R. Lasch   12/04/1946 

 James L. Renton II  12/14/1949 

 William A. Hauser  12/12/1952 

 William J. Cason   12/30/1959 

PUBLISHER’S  
DISCLAMER  

NOTICE 
 

The Articles  
published in this  
medium are the  

expressed opinions of  
the authors and do  

not necessarily  
reflect the opinion of  
any US Govt. agency  

or private  
organization.  

RENEWAL TIME 

Membership Renewals  

$30.00 Annually  by 31 August  
 Life Membership Fee:  

 17-35 years       $ 500.00  

 36-50   $ 400.00  

 51-64   $ 300.00  

 65 +   $ 200.00  

Make check/money orders payable to;  

CRD-MCL mail to:  

 WENDY BAKER Paymaster CRD-MCL 

15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd. #8 

Vancouver, WA 98684-4644 

PAST DETACHMENT  

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

John Stofiel 1997 – 1998 

1998 - 1999 

George LaFranzia 1999 – 2000 

2000 - 2001 

Lynn Bolte 2001 – 2002 

Phil Ruhmshottel 2002 – 2003 

George Pobi 2003 – 2004 

Rex Hopper 2004 – 2005 

Keith Fitch 2005 – 2006 

Bob Rector 2006 – 2007 

Mike Wilson 2007 – 2008 

Jim Renton 2008 – 2009 

Wendy Baker 2009 – 2010 

Lou Baste 2010 – 2011  

Roger Rueckert 2011 – 2012 

Bill Hauser 2012 – 2013 

George Zeleznik 2013 - 2014  

Florin Zeviar 2014 - 2015 

Lucian Baker 2015 - 2016 

John Hudson 2016 - 2017 

Steven Slegers  - 2017 - 2018 

 

DEPTMENT Of WASHINGTON 

MARINES OF THE YEAR  

FROM CRD #826 

John F. Stofiel  
Philip E. Ruhmshottel  

Rex Hopper                                        
 Jim Renton 

 Bill Hauser 

Some people spend an entire 
lifetime wondering if they  

really make a difference in the 
world.  But Marines don't have 

that problem. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

1985 

  
  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS WISHES 
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Old Breed? New Breed?  There’s not a damn bit of difference so long as it’s the Marine Breed 

Chesty Puller 

VA amends regulations on VA pensions and other 
needs-based programs 

 President Donald J. Trump declared November 2018 the second annual National Veterans and Military 
Families Month to “salute the brave and dedicated patriots who have won the uniform of the United States, 
and … celebrate the extraordinary military families whose selfless service and sacrifice make our military the 
finest in the world.”           
 Beginning in 2017, President Trump proclaimed November Veterans and Military Families Month, mak-
ing the first time America celebrated Veterans and military families for the entire month and not just on Veter-
ans Day, in keeping with the President’s strong focus on improving care and benefits to our    nations heroes.
             
 The tradition continues again this year, with more than 300 events at VA hospitals, benefits offices and 
cemeteries across the country, including:        
 Senior leader visits to VA facilities   Homeless Vets initiative events  
 Open Houses      Suicide-prevention events   
 Town Halls      Faith-based community events  
 Benefit claims clinics     Volunteer recognitions   
 Flag planting tributes at national cemeteries  and much more    
  

 This year’s celebration of Veterans and Military Families caps an unprecedented period of improvement 
for VA, as the department has made groundbreaking progress over the last two years in the areas of accounta-
bility, transparency and efficiency across the department, and a series of legislative successes.  
  
  A full list of national events for Veterans and Military Families month is available at:  
        https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/veternsmonthcalendar.asp 
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You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth - and the amusing thing about it is that they are.  

Father Kevin Keaney 
2nd BN, 2nd Marines, 1st Marine Division Chaplain, Korea 

Warning Order  

“TOYS for TOTS 2018” 
 
  Well, here we go.  The 2018 Toys for Tots season is quickly 
approaching and the Columbia River Detachment Marine Corps 
League is getting ready to jump in with both feed and start “Marking 
Time.”  This year will see some changes as they relate to our         
participation in that the Marine Corps Reserve will be passing more of 
the torch to us as they either officially or unofficially start to back off 
on the program.  While this may seem like we are going to be left 
hanging, we have really known for some time now that this was     
inevitable as the operations tempo for the Marine Corps as a whole is 
taking a hit and the troops are needed for more vital tasks and     
missions.  As they start to pass more and more of the gauntlet to the 
League we will be needing more volunteers and helpers than we have 
in the past to ensure that every child in the Vancouver, Clark County 
area gets a visit and gift from Santa.  Please HELP with as much time 
as you have to assist us with this project so “NO” child is left out.                                                        
      
 Remember, our mission might have changed but our belief 
in who and what we can do has never.  This time….  
  

 SANTA NEEDS OUR HELP, LETS TELL HIM… 

         SEMPER FI, SANTA  
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BELLEAU  WOOD TRIP REPORT 
Bois de la Brigade de Marine” – Wood of the Marine Brigade  
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 The history of our Corps is steeped in lore and tradition not the least of which is the battle of Belleau Wood.  I was 
honored to have been able to share this experience with my son, Gunnery Sergeant Andy Thornton while in Europe.  For 
those of you that are not aware (from page 1), Andy is the Marine Detachment Commander at the US Embassy, Bucharest, 
Romania, and honored me by having me as the guest speaker at their Marine Corps Birthday Ball.  After the ball, and knowing I 
had always wanted to walk the ground where Marines like Dan Daly, and Henry Hulbert had walked, he and I flew to France 
to visit Belleau Wood.  If you really want to get a feeling for our history this is the place to go.  Walking the same ground 
where these extremely brave soldiers of the sea fought will humble even the most hard core Devil Dog.  Seeing and walking 
through the wheat field where Dan Daly uttered those famous, words,;  “Come on you Sons of Bitches, Do you want to 
live forever”;  entering the woods themselves where thousands of German soldiers lay waiting in their fortified bunkers, 
trenches and fighting holes, and seeing what the Marines accomplished that day is truly moving awe inspiring.   Everywhere you 
look are signs of one of the most significant and emotional battles in our history, and the pride of being a United States Marine 
can never be properly articulated.  These brave men, running across an open wheat field, into a sheer wall of steel hit me with 
a pride in my chosen profession that cannot be put into words.  Seeing 100 year old  German  fighting positions and trench 
lines still easily visible after so long, and knowing that this attack by the Marines was just one of many attempts to take the 
woods could not be put into words.  Let me just say this, Belleau Wood will humble even the most decorated warrior in our 
ranks and after spending most of the day walking in their footsteps gave me an indescribable respect for our past.  Please take 
a look at the photo’s I present and know that they don’t really do it justice.  I hope you enjoy them and I can only say, 
“SEMPER FI, DEVIL DOGS”.                                                                                     

 

       Entrance to the woods (German Held)                                                           The Famous Wheat Field, where Dan Daly shouted,  

                                                                                                                    “come on you sons of bitches Do you want to live forever” 
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        German Machine Gun Bunker (notice bullet holes on Left side)         Standing in 100 yr. old German Fighting position  & sitting in a trench line 
   

 

 

 

 

 
                              German fighting positions                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                     Machine Gun positions and                         

                         Trench lines.  The entire area looks like this.                               Plaque at entrance to Battle Field 

French Hunting Lodge                

used as German HQ                            
Destroyed by Marines     
       
       
       
       
  

                                                                                          German Artillery        
              

                              BELLEAU  WOOD CEMETERY                                                                                                                                   
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Charles W. Bailey 05/31 - 12/14  
Noah D. Baird 03/95 - 12/13  

Daniel P. Brennan 10/32 - 05/10  
Cedric Bruns 04/81 - 05/03 -  Kuwait  

Harry Callicote 05/31 - 12/04  
Louis A. Claudio 09/47 - 01/15  
Lyle E. Cornwall 09/25 - 07/10  

Robert R. Costello 03/19 - 01/98  
Roger Dahl 07/17 - 08/10  

Jefferson E. Dean 06/25 - 12/11  
Robert E. Dean 07/23 - 03/14  

David W Dowdakin 03/25 - 04/16  
Theodore L. Dravis 08/32 - 05/17  

Adam Q. Emul 04-87 - 01/07 - Iraq  
Robert Fish 06/19 - 04/05  

Carnett L. Falconbury 2/28 - 10/18 
Robert Fish  06/19 - 04/05 

TAPS  

Gone But Never Forgotten 
Updated: 11/29/2018 

Kane M. Funke 06/84 - 08/04 – Iraq 
Fenton A. Grahnert 06/23 - 12/12  
Samuel P Grooms 07/39 - 08/17  
William J. Hendricks 2/42 - 6/18 
Walter J. Hicks 01/23 - 10/12  

William W. Hillgaertner  08/39 - 10/18 
Bernard H. Kendall  12/32 - 5/18 

Michael C. Leinweber 11/47 - 07/09  
Jack L. Lewis  04/25 - 02/10  

Charles J. Louviere  08/45 - 08/18 
Richard A. McKenzie Jr. 09/54 - 01/12 

Jerome Merrill 01/28 - 09/10  
Alan Miksch 10/51-11/01  

Gladyce Moeller 10/21- 08/12, 
Jeffrey A. Paullin 08/86 - 11/13  

Sherrill W. Parson 03/23 - 02/05  
Howard W. Pearson 03/12 - 03/96  

Jason D. Peto 01/79 - 12/10 - Afghanistan  
Lee A. Phillips  - 07/36 - 10/18 

Charles H. Quatier 01/36 - 12/08  
Harry Rea 06/46 - 01/12  

David G. Reis 06/75 - 11/04 - Iraq  
David E. Sailer 01/53 - 10/12  

Michael Scholl 05/85 - 11/06 - Iraq  
William Stofiel 04/21 - 12/98  

Robert D. Storey 10/28 - 07/95  
Blaine L. Turner 03/20 - 05/01  
Robert Vollmer 06/33 - 11/13  
Arlos Waters 03/20 - 02/09  
Fiorin Zeviar 01/37 - 01/14  

Richard Zoller 03/20 - 11/04  
 

     Emond’s awards and decorations include three Bronze Stars, two Purple 
Hearts, two NATO Achievement Medals, four Afghanistan Campaign Medals, 
an Army Good Conduct Medal, a Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal, two 
Overseas Service Ribbons, a National Defense Service Medal, Special  Forces 
and Ranger tabs, a Combat Infantry Badge and a Combat Action    Ribbon. 
     Emond was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, Purple Heart and 
Meritorious Service Medal.  He is survived by his wife and three children. 
     “Andrew and Eric were invaluable members and leaders in 3rd Special 
Forces Group and the special operations community.” said Col Nathan Prus-
sian, the 3rd Special Forces Group commander, in a news release from the 
DOD. “Our most heartfelt condolences go out to the families of these brave 
men.” 
     Emond is at least the 22nd service member or contractor with Clark Coun-
ty ties killed in action since 2003 as part of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
     “Trudi and I join all Washingtonians in morning the loss of (1stSgt) Eric M. 
Emond.  We send our deep condolences to his family and friends, and thank 
him for his military service and his ultimate sacrifice for our country,’ Gover-
nor Jay Inslee said in a statement Wednesday. 
     The Department of Defense said the incident was being investigated. 
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CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS~CONGRATULATIONS 
OUR OWN, MARINE BILL HAUSER FOR HAVING BEEN SELECTED AS  

OUR DEPARTMENT MARINE OF THE YEAR FOR 2018-2019 

 An improvised explosive device killed three 
US service members, including a solder from Brush 
Prairie, as they were on duty Tuesday in Afghanistan, 
according to the Department of Defense. 
 Army 1stSgt Eric M. Emond, 39 of Brush 
Praire, was killed along with Army Capt. Andrew Patrick 
Ross, and Air Force SSgt Dylan J. Elchin, 25, of     
Hookstown, PA. 
 The Department of Defense said the  service 
members’ vehicle was struck by an IED in Andar, in 
eastern  Afghanistan’s Ghazni province.  Andar is about 
80 miles from the Pakistan border. 

     The Taliban, which is resurgent in Ghazni province, claimed responsibility 
for the attack, saying a U.S. Tank was destroyed. 
     Tuesday’s attack appears to be the deadliest against U.S. forces in Afghan-
istan since June 2017, when an Afghan army soldier shot and killed three U.S. 
soldiers in an insider attack in the Achin district of the eastern Nangarhar 
province according to the Associated Press.  The Taliban also claimed re-
sponsibility for that attack. 
     Edmond was assigned to 1st Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group 
(Airborne) out of Fort Bragg, N.S. as was Ross. Elchin ws assigned to the 
26th Special Tactics Squadron at Cannon Air Force Base, N.M. 
     The Department of Defense said Emond, a Boston native, had more that 
21 years of service between the Marine Corps and Army, and was on his 
seventh overseas tour. 

Soldier from Brush Prairie Among Three Killed in Afghanistan 
By: Andy Matarreswe, Columbian Breaking News Reporter 

28 November 2018 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR OWN 
MARINE JOHN STOFIEL 
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 On the 19th of November our own “GUNNY”, Marine John Stofiel was the recipient of a well 
deserved award from the Marine Corps Coordinating Council of Oregon and Washington, for his per-
sonal support and participation in the Council’s activities and events that assist our local veterans and 
Marines.  John has been working closely with the MCCC for many years and has been a strong support-
er of their efforts to assist our Marines and local veterans.  Congratulations “Gunny” and Semper Fi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Airlines is pleased to 
offer a special discount for 

the Marine Corps League  
2019 Mid-Winter Conference 

 
 The discount is available for all flights into Richmond Interna onal (RIC), 

Washington Na onal (DCA), and Bal more (BWI) 
The dates for the discounts are February 22, 2019 – March 9, 2019 

 
The discount is 8% off published fares (excluding basic    economy and 

non-discountable fares) 
 

You can contact American Airlines Mee ng Services Desk at        1-800-
433-1790 for assistance with reserva ons and          cket pur-

chases. 
You can also book this discounted fare online at AA.com, and use Au-

thorized Number 5129DB to get the discount. 
 

You must adhere to TSA regula ons. 
 

Advantage Miles may be earned. Fare rules apply.  
 

Once cketed, if changes occur, an administra ve fee may apply in 
addi on to any difference in the fare. 

   
*Please note there is not a ticketing charge for all tickets booked online at 

AA.com 
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The Great Escape 
The True Story 
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Untouched for almost seven decades, the tunnel used in the Great Escape has finally been unearthed. 
 
The 111-yard passage nicknamed 'Harry' by Allied prisoners was 
sealed by the Germans after the audacious break-out from the POW 
camp Staling Luft III in western Poland. 
 
Despite huge interest in the subject, encouraged by the film star-
ring Steve McQueen, the tunnel remained  undisturbed over the 
decades because it was behind the Iron Curtain and the Soviet   
authorities had no interest in its  significance. 
 
But at last British archaeologists have excavated it, and discovered 
its remarkable secrets. 
 
Many of the bed boards which had been joined together to stop it collapsing were still in position. And the 
ventilation shaft, ingeniously crafted from used powdered milk containers known as Klim Tins, remained in 
working order. Scattered throughout the tunnel, which is 30ft below ground, were bits of old metal buckets, 
hammers and crowbars which were used to hollow out the route 
 
A total of 600 prisoners worked on three tunnels at the same time. They were nicknamed Tom, Dick and 
Harry and were just 2 ft square for most  of their length. 
 
It was on the night of March 24 and 25, 1944, that 76 Allied airmen escaped through Harry.  Barely a third of 
the 200 prisoners many in fake German uniforms and civilian outfits and carrying false identity papers, 
who were meant to slip away managed to leave before the alarm was raised when escapee number 77 was 
spotted. 
 
Tunnel vision: A tunnel reconstruction showing the trolley system. 
 
Only three made it back to Britain. Another 50 were executed by firing squad on the orders of Adolf Hitler, 
who was furious after learning of the breach of security. 
 
In all, 90 boards from bunk beds, 62 tables, 34 chairs and 76 benches, as well as thousands of items in-
cluding knives, spoons, forks, towels and blankets, were squirreled away by the Allied prisoners to aid the 
escape plan under the noses of their captors. 

 
Although the Hollywood movie suggested otherwise, NO Americans were involved in the 
operation. Most were British, and the others were from Canada, (all the tunneler’s were 
Canadian personnel with backgrounds in mining)     Poland, New Zealand, Australia, and 
South Africa.  
 
The site of the tunnel, recently excavated by British archaeologists. The latest dig, over 
three weeks in August, located the entrance to Harry, which was originally concealed  
under a stove in Hut 104. The team also found another tunnel, called George, whose    
exact position had not been charted. It was   never used as the 2,000 prisoners were 
forced to march to other camps as the Red Army approached in January 1945. 
 

Watching the excavation was Gordie King, 91, an RAF radio operator, who was 140th in line to use Harry 
and therefore missed out. 'This brings back such bitter-sweet memories,' he said as he wiped away tears. 
'I'm amazed by what they've found.' 
 
Bitter-sweet  memories: Gordie King, 91, made an emotional return to Stalag Luft III. 
 
In a related post:  Many of the recent generations have no true notion of the cost in lives and treasure that 
were paid for the liberties that we enjoy in this United States. They also have no idea in respect of the 
lengths that the “greatest generation” went to in order to preserve those liberties. 
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Below is one true, small and entertaining story regarding those measures that are well worth reading, even if 
the only thing derived from the story is entertainment. 
 
                                                              Escape from WWII POW Camps  
   
Starting in 1940, an increasing number of British and Canadian Airmen found themselves as the involuntary 
guests of the Third Reich, and the Crown was casting about for ways and means to facilitate their escape. 
 
Now obviously, one of the most helpful aids to that end is a useful and accurate map, one showing not only 
where stuff was, but also showing the locations of 'safe houses' where a POW on-the-lam could go for food 
and shelter.  
 
Paper maps had some real drawbacks -- they make a lot of noise when you open and fold them, they wear out    
rapidly, and if they get wet, they turn into mush.  
 
Someone in MI-5 (similar to America's OSS) got the idea of printing escape maps on silk. It's durable, can be 
scrunched-up into tiny wads and, unfolded as many times as needed and, makes no noise whatsoever.   
At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great Britain that had perfected the technology of printing on 
silk, and that was John Waddington Ltd.  When approached by the government, the firm was only too happy to 
do its bit for the war effort.  
 
By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K. Licensee for the popular American board game Monopoly. 
As it happened, 'games and pastimes' was a category of item qualified for insertion into 'CARE packages', dis-
patched by the International Red Cross to prisoners of war.  
 
Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of              
Waddington's, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing escape maps, keyed to each 
region of Germany, Italy, and France or wherever Allied POW camps were located. 
 
When processed, these maps could be folded into such tiny dots that they would actually fit inside a Monopoly 
playing piece.  
 
As long as they were at it, the clever workmen at Waddington's also managed to add:  
 
1. A playing token, containing a small magnetic compass  
2. A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed together  
3. Useful amounts of genuine high-denomination German, Italian, and French currency, hidden within the piles 
of Monopoly money!  
 
British and American air crews were advised, before taking off on their first mission, how to identify a 'rigged'     
Monopoly set – by means of a tiny red dot,  cleverly rigged to look like an ordinary printing glitch, located in 
the corner of the Free Parking square.  
 
Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POWS who successfully escaped, an estimated one-third were aided in their 
flight by the rigged Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy indefinitely, since the British 
Government might want to use this highly successful ruse in still another, future war.  
 
The story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from Waddington's as well as the firm 
itself, were finally honored in a public ceremony.   
It's always nice when you can play that 'Get Out of Jail' Free' card!  
 
Some of you are (probably) too young to have any personal connection to WWII  
(Sep. '39 to Aug. '45), but this is still an interesting bit of history for everyone to 
know. 
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POSTAGE 

HERE 

  This area contains only snippets of the vast history of our Corps & is not a complete listing of all events throughout our history for the 
“THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY” 

We welcome all Marines and Navy Corpsman for community  
service, social interaction and camaraderie. We have      

members from all eras of service and lots of experience and 
community resources to share. Meetings are held at 7pm on 
the second Thursday of each month at the Vancouver Elk's 

Lodge upstairs meeting room.  
 

(11605 SE McGillivray Blvd.,  Vancouver, WA 98683)  

Semper Fidelis!  

            We’re on the Web at  

            https://www.mcleague-crd826.org 

Columbia River Detachment #826 
Department of Washington 

Marine Corps League 
15509 SE Mill Plain Blvd., #8 

Vancouver, Washington 98684-4644 

1 Nov 1983 300 Marines of the 22d Amphibious Unit staged an amphibious and Helicopter landing on the island of Carriacu, 
15 miles northeast of Grenada, in search for Cuban military instillations or personnel. 

10 Nov 1775 The Continental Congress formally establishes and organization of 2 battalions of Marines, to fight as part of the 
ships company in the Continental Navy. 

28 Nov 1812 Marines and Sailors join Army troops in capturing the British for at Red House, Canada 

19 Nov 1846 Marine Captain Alvin Edson leads 20 Marines and 12 sailors 80 miles upriver from Tampico to destroy enemy 
supplies. 

16 Nov 1901 Waller’s force attacks the Moro bastion at Sohoton and routs the enemy with heavy rifle fire and        machine-
gun fire 

10 Nov 1918 The 4th Marine Brigade makes a night attack across the Meuse River and gains a foothold on the opposite bank 
by the next morning.  Marine losses in the Meuse-Argonne offensive total 1,263 

6 Nov 1942 The 2nd Raider companies set out from Aola to track down enemy elements escaping the encirclement at Koli 
Point. 

20 Nov 1943 The 2nd MarDiv launches an amphibious assault against Betio Island in the Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert Island in Tarawa 
Atoll, with the 2nd and 8th Marines leading the way into murderous Japanese fire. 

24 Nov 1950 The 5th Marines move up the eastern side of the Chosin Reservoir.  The headquarters of the 1st Marines and 
2/1 take over responsibility for protecting Koto-ri. 

1 Nov 1967 The 9th Marines launches a series of search and destroy operations around Camp Carroll that last through 20 
January 1968 

4 Nov 1979 A mob overruns the U.S. Embassy in Teheran, Iran.  65 Americans, including 13 Marine guards, are taken hos-
tage.  Two weeks later, four Marines and nine others are released. 

8 Nov 1990 President Bush announces that the U.S. will double the size of its forces in the Persian Gulf. 

1 Nov 1997 The Marine Corps takes over Miramar from the Navy as a replacement for MCAS El Toro. 

1 Nov 2001 General Peter Pace becomes the first Marine ever to serve as the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


